Zeitschrift: Swiss review : the magazine for the Swiss abroad
Herausgeber: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

Band: 9 (1982)
Heft: 4
Rubrik: Civics and politics

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 22.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Jede Woche
16 Seiten
von Zuhause.

Politik, Wirtschaft, Kultur, Sport -
Alltag. Aus allen Teilen der Schweiz.
Mit vielen Kommentaren und
aktuellen Bildern.
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Die Preise der Tages-Anzeiger
Fernausgabe in Schweizer Franken.

Gewodhnliche Postzustellung 3 Mte. 6 Mte. 12 Mte.

BRD, Danemark, Finnland, Frankreich, Italien, Jugoslawien,
Luxemburg, Malta, Niederlande, Norwegen, Osterreich,

Eodugal, Schweden, Zypern. 20.— 39.20 77.—
Belgien, Irland, Israel, Marokko,

Tunesien, Vatikanstadt P 22.70 44.60 87.80
Alle (ibrigen Lénder

(ohne Mittelmeerlander) 24.— 47.20 93.—
Luftpostzustellung 3 Mte. 6 Mte. 12 Mte.

Europa, Teil Afrika (Agypten, Algerien, Libyen, Marokko,
Spanisch Westafrika, Tunesien) Teil Asien (Israel, Jordanien,
Libanon, Syrien) 23.30 46.— 90.40

Ubriges Afrika, Nord-und Zentralamerika (Kanada, USA,
Antillen, Costa Rica, Dom. Republik, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Haiti, Honduras, Jamaika, Kuba, Mexiko, Nicaragua, Panama)
Teil Asien (Aden, Afghanistan, Bhutan, Indien, Irak, Iran,
Jemen, Kuwait, Nepal, Pakistan,

Saudi Arabien, Sri Lanka) 26.— 51.10 101.—
Stidamerika, libriges Asien 26.— 51.10 101.—
Australien, Neuseeland,

QOzeanien 6.— 51.10 101.—

Tages-Awciger
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Givics and Politics

Last autumn, the first article appeared
under this heading, about how to fill in the
voting paper in an election. In a further ar-
ticle we should like to explain the proce-
dure for achieving a partial revision of the
Federal Constitution, as for instance in our
citizenship campaign which would make it
possible for a Swiss mother married to a
foreigner and living abroad to pass on her
nationality to her children.

The State has a deeper sig-
nificance only if it has been
created for mankind. It is not suf-
ficient if it concerns itself with law
and order so that the people can
enjoy a pleasant life. No, the
citizen must have rights as well as
duties. In this article, we shall dis-
cuss the right of Initiative and in a
future issue the right of Refe-
rendum, commonly known as the
«twin rights» of the Swiss citizen.

The right of Initiative has the
same function as the gas pedal in
a motor car. In this analogy, the
motor equals the Federal Con-
stitution which is amended once
the people and the Cantons, as
the highest power in the land have
agreed to such a proposed
change. It allows 100000 and
more voters the right to demand
an amendment to or total change
of the Federal Constitution.

In order to draw a parallel, one
could say that the submission of
an Initiative resembles an ob-
stacle race in which every hurdle
could bring final defeat. In order to
be valid, an Initiative has to
adhere to one subject only; it may
be presented in the shape of a
general suggestion or of a well-
prepared proposal.

Who may launch an Initiative?

An individual citizen or a group
may launch an Initiative, provided
it is supported by at least 100000
signatures on the prescribed
forms. The authorities, too, have
the right of Initiative. A proposal
may be put forward by one of the
following bodies: Federal Council,
National Council, Council of
States or a Canton. In these
cases, no collection of signatures
is needed. Regarding the citizen-
ship campaign, the Commission
of the Swiss Abroad launched
such a parliamentary Initiative
through the good offices of its
President on 23rd March 1979,
one year after the campaign had
been introduced in this periodical
(December 1977) and following
extensive enquiries amongst the
Swiss abroad.

Thus, this particular Initiative has
been in the hands of the parlia-
mentarians since the first quarter
of 1979. They have examined it
and expressed agreement in prin-
ciple. It remains to eliminate some
divergencies which are no doubt
well known to you from various
articles published from time to
time.

The next step will be the ple-
biscite whose date has not yet
been fixed. We shall inform you in
due course. It is essential, how-
ever, that you register without de-
lay at your Embassy or Consulate
your wish to participate in federal
plebiscites, so that you, too, will
be able to vote when the time
comes.

Lucien Paillard
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