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Switzerland -
a small Commonwealth
in a Large World

I should like to formulate a few
ideas regarding the position of
Switzerland in the international
concept, a Switzerland I might be

tempted to call a small society in a

big world.
At the same time, I want to
demonstrate that Switzerland is not
without some greatness in spite of
her smallness in area. Indeed, just
because Switzerland is small she
has to strive after such greatness
in order to survive in this world.
That is why, as Charles-Ferdinand
Ramuz expressed it, we have
always had a real need of greatness.

I am deliberately not speaking of
Switzerland as a community. The
Swiss have only one thing in common:

their diversity. Community
implies that forces exist which
unify, as for instance origins,
language, faith or voluntary and total
adaptation to the existing order or
way of life. For Switzerland, however,

centrifugal power is typical.
Community always implies
distribution. In Switzerland, though,
everyone jealously guards his
possessions, his inheritance, in
short everything which he has
collected in the course of his life.
It follows that it is not the common

characteristics which unite
the Swiss, but the differences.
Switzerland owes her nationhood
to a conscious act of willpower.
The political and social structure
of our society rests on a concept
of contract. It is not the result of a

creation on a historic basis, but
rather resembles the idea of a «contrat

social» as Jean Jacques
Rousseau formulated it two
centuries ago.
Naturally, these contractual origins

of our society have their effect

Mario Ludwig
(born 1923) studied law at the universities
of Geneva, Berne and Yale (USA). He

started his professional career with the
Esso Standard Oil Company in the USA
and later in Switzerland, in the fields of
marketing, public relations and personnel.
From 1953 until 1970 he was Director of
the International Federation of Cotton and
Allied Textile Industries, with headquarters

in England and subsequently in
Switzerland. After a short association with the
Dr. Rudolf Farner Agencies (advertising
and public relations) in Zurich as Executive
Vice-President, he was in 1971 appointed
Director of the Swiss Office for the
Development of Trade, a semi-governmental
institution responsible for the promotion of
Switzerland's foreign trade relations.
Mr. Ludwig is a member of numerous
national and international committees
involved with world trade problems. He is
also active in Swiss politics and the author
of various books on economic policy and
cultural history.

on the political structure as it was
later realized in Switzerland, that
is to say on the Confederate
State. Such a State is nothing but
a contractual agreement at
political level: On the one side one
maintains one's rights, on the
other one assumes duties and
responsibilities. The Swiss
Confederation is no myth, but a

contract which was concluded for

2


	...

