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Typification of Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu (Araceae)

Antonio Galan de Mera

Abstract

GALAN DE MERA, A. (2007). Typification of Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu
(Araceae). Candollea 62: 61-64. In English, English and French abstracts.

The name Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu (Araceae) is
lectotypified. This Macaronesian and southwestern European
and Mediterranean species was described from Algeria.
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Résumé

GALAN DE MERA, A. (2007). Typification d’Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu
(Araceae). Candollea 62: 61-64. En anglais, résumés anglais et frangais.
Le nom Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu (Araceae) est lecto-
typifié. Cette espéce de la Macaronésie, du sud-ouest de
I’Europe et de la Méditerranée occidentale a été décrite
d’Algérie.
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Introduction

Arisarum Mill. is a southwestern European, Mediterra-
nean and Macaronesian genus (BoYcCg, 1990; MAyo & al.,
1997), with three species: 4. proboscideum (L.) Savi,
A. simorrhinum Durieu and 4. vulgare Targ.-Tozz.

The holotype of Arum arisarum L. (= Arisarum vulgare)
is the voucher 1079/10 of the LINNAEUS herbarium (SAVAGE,
1945; Boyck, 1990). During the revision of Araceae for the
“Flora iberica” Project, we typified Arum proboscideum L.
(= Arisarum proboscideum) on an illustration of Barrelier
(GALAN DE MERA & CASTROVIEJO, 2004). The typification
of the third species of the genus is proposed here.

The lectotype of Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu (Fig. 1)

Arisarum simorrhinum was published by DURIEU (1846)
with these comments on the locality and the distribution of
the taxon: “Cette belle espéce, dont les caracteéres sont si
tranchés, est cantonnée dans certaines localités de 1’ouest de
1’Algérie. Elle est fort commune a Oran, ou on ne la voit
jamais mélée a I’ Arisarum vulgare, ...“.

BovycCE (1990) mentions that the holotype of 4. simor-
rhinum is in Paris (P), but it seems that he didn’t see the orig-
inal material. Moreover, Boyce in the treatment of the genus
in the World Checklist of the Araceae (BoycE, 2002) attrib-
utes wrongly this species to “Durand”, french botanist and
grandson of Cosson (STAFLEU & COWAN, 1976).

We have found in BORD (DEs MouULINS herbarium),
where Durieu was director of the garden between 1858 and
1876, a specimen gifted by Durieu but without rootstock nei-
ther inflorescence. In P (CossoN herbarium) we found the
original material, two sheets with the following labels:

Herb. E. Cosson, 18// “Arisarum simorrhinum DR./ envi-
rons d’Oran, Algérie/ Durieu de Maisonneuve, 26 février
1842/ Arisarum sp. nova/ Oran, 26 février 1842”

Herb. E. Cosson, 1856/ Arisarum simorrhinum DR.//
“Arisarum simorrhinum DR./ Oran, 26 février 1842”

Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu in Rev. Bot. Recueil Mens.
1:360. Feb. 1846; Expl. Sci Algérie: tab. 44, fig. 1-9. 1846
(Fig. 2).
Lectotype (here designated): Herb. E. Cosson, 18// “Aris-
arum simorrhinum DR./ environs d’Oran, Algérie/ Durieu
de Maisonneuve, 26 février 1842/ Arisarum sp. nova/
Oran, 26 février 1842” [upper left specimen].

This specimen fits with all the characteristics listed in
the protologue: “Foliis cordato-hastatis lobisque obtusis;
scapo aut omnino subterraneo aut emerso tumque deflexo,
spatha erecta, subcoriacea, brevissime cucullata, cuculli
ore verticaliter truncato, apice mucronato, spadice incluso,

cylindraceo, curvulo, apice capitato. — Spatha sursum atrop-
urpurea, infra pallidior, cum lineis punctisque interspersis
atroviolaceis.”

Also in this specimen, it is remarkable to notice the flexuous
peduncle, curved below the spathe, and shorter than the adjacent
petiole.

These characters were used by some authors (QUEZEL &
SANTA, 1962; MONTSERRAT, 1964; TALAVERA, 1986) to
separate the populations of A. simorrhinum s.str. from other
taxa: A. simorrhinum vat. clusii (Schott) Talavera (= A. clu-
sii Schott), with an erect peduncle, and 4. simorrhinum var.
subexertum (Webb & Berthel.) Talavera (= A. subexertum
Webb & Berthel.), with the peduncle slightly flexuous and
not curved below the spathe, equaling the adjacent petiole.
This opinion is not retained by Boycg (2002).
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Fig. 1. - Lectotype of Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu (upper left specimen, with the arrow).

[Durieu s.n., P, photo G. G. Aymonin, with authorization]
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Fig. 2. - lllustration of Arisarum simorrhinum Durieu. Exploration Scientifique de I'Algérie, Atlas: tab. 44, fig. 19.
[Library of the Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques, Geneva]
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