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Typifications in the genus Scleria P. J. Bergius (Cyperaceae)

Sangita Dey & P. V. Prasanna

Abstract

DEY, SANGITA & P. V. PRASANNA (2007). Typifications in the genus
Scleria P. J. Bergius (Cyperaceae). Candollea 62: 53-59. In English, English
and French abstracts.

Five species of Scleria P. J. Bergius (Cyperaceae), namely
Scleria stocksiana Boeck., Scleria annularis Steud., Scleria
scrobiculata Nees & Meyen, Scleria biflora Roxb. and Scleria
motleyi C. B. Clarke, are lectotypified as a part of the current
revision of this genus for India.
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Résumé

DEY, SANGITA & P. V. PRASANNA (2007). Typifications dans le genre
Scleria P. J. Bergius (Cyperaceae). Candollea 62: 53-59. En anglais, résumés
anglais et francais.

Cingq especes du genre Scleria P. J. Bergius (Cyperaceae), soit
Scleria stocksiana Boeck., Scleria annularis Steud., Scleria
scrobiculata Nees & Meyen, Scleria biflora Roxb. et Scleria
motleyi C. B. Clarke, sont lectotypifiées dans le cadre de la
révision du genre pour 1’Inde.
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Typifications of Asiatic taxa in the genus Scleria P. J.
Bergius have been dealt in detail by KErN (1961). However,
a current revision of Scleria for India has revealed that the
following five species require further clarification regarding
their typification.

Scleria stocksiana Boeck. in Linnaea 38: 474. 1874.
Protologue: “Sub ‘S. tesselata Nees’ in Herb. Ind. Or.
Hook. et Thomson. Malabar, Concan (Stocks, Law etc.)”.
Holotype: B [destroyed].

Lectotype (here designated): “Malabar, Concan, etc.”, s.d.,
s.coll. s.n. (K, K000357567; isolecto-: CAL!) (Fig. 1).
The K specimen of S. stocksiana with mature nutlets has
been chosen as the lectotype in place of the material formerly
in B which was destroyed during the Second World War (R.
Vogt, pers. comm., 2005).

Scleria annularis Steud., Syn. Pl. Glum. 2: 176. 1855.
Protologue: “Ind. or.”.
Lectotype (here designated): “Canara & Mysore”, s.d.,
Law s.n. (K, K000357564; isolecto-: CAL!) (Fig. 2).
STEUDEL (1855) did not cite any specimen. BOECKELER
(1874: 457) wrote: “Hook. et Thoms. hb. Ind. or. (sub: Hypopor.
Roxburghii Nees)”, while describing this species. KERN (1961:
200) quotes the same specimen that of Boeckeler and mentions
it is at P. Efforts to find the type specimen at P were futile even
after a thorough search (S. Hul, pers. comm., 2006). However,
we examined one specimen labelled as above at K, which could
have been erroneously mentioned to be present at P by Kern.
To avoid further confusion the K specimen is now designated
as lectotype.

Scleria biflora Roxb., Fl. Ind. ed. 2, 3: 573. 1832.
Protologue: “A native of Bengal”.
Lectotype (here designated): “India orientalis”, s.d., Rox-
burgh s.n. (BM, BM000884995, the central plant) (Fig. 3).
The BM specimen of S. biflora has 2 plants mounted
on one sheet. Specimen 1 (single plant on extreme left,
BM000884994) is Wallich 3405 B collected from “lower
Bengal” in 1815 and Specimen 2 (single plant in the middle,
BM000884995) from “India Orientalis” is associated with
Roxburgh. KErN (1961: 197) cited these specimens as types
of S. biflora. We follow his opinion but to further clarify mat-
ters we designate only Specimen 2 as the lectotype of S. biflora.
Since Roxburgh died in Edinburgh in 1815, Specimen 1 from
lower Bengal could not be considered as typical material of
S. biflora, rather it seems that it is a later addition on the sheet
because of its origin.

Scleria motleyi C. B. Clarke in Philipp. J. Sci., C 2: 104. 1907.
Protologue: “In hb. Kew, ms. in Motley 72, 74, 152”.
Lectotype (here designated): “Borneo”, s.d., Motley 74 (K,
K000291166) (Fig. 4).

The specimen Motley 74 in K was annotated by C. B.
Clarke as ‘type of species’. It is well preserved with mature
nutlets and also bears an analysis drawn by Clarke. It is there-
fore the most appropriate choice as lectotype.

Scleria scrobiculata Nees & Meyen in Wight, Contr. Bot.
India: 117. 1834.

Protologue : “In Manila; Meyen. In insula Rawack; Gau-

dichaud”.

Lectotype (here designated): “Iles Moluques, Rawak”, s.d.,

Gaudichaud s.n. (P, P00492813; isolecto-: FI) (Fig. 5).

The specimen collected by Gaudichaud from Rawak in
P is annotated by Kern as ‘probably type collection” and given
that the other syntype collected by Meyen from Manila is
destroyed (STAFLEU & COWAN, 1981; VAN STEENIS-KRAUS-
MAN, 1950), specimen P00492813 is the appropriate choice as
lectotype. Another specimen of S. scrobiculata deposited in
P (P00492814, collected from Manila in 1836-37) cannot be
considered as type as it was collected after 1834.

Acknowledgements

Authors express their sincere gratitude to Dr. M. Sanjappa,
Director, B.S.I. and to Dr. H. J. Chowdhery, Joint Director,
CNH for facilities and encouragement. We thank Dr. P. Lak-
shminarasimhan, former IBLO, Dr. S. K. Srivastava, IBLO
and curators of BM, BR, CAS, CGE and P for images of type
specimens. We gratefully acknowledge the Board of Trustees
of RBG, Kew and the curators of P and BM for providing
permissions for publication of the photographs. We also thank
Dr. Robert Vogt (B) for providing information about the type
of S. stocksiana and Dr. Sovanmoly Hul (P) for searching the
type of S. annularis.

References

BOECKELER, O. (1874). Die Cyperaceen des Koeniglichen Herbari-
ums Zu Berlin. Linnaea 38: 223-544.

KERN, J. H. (1961). Floraec Malesianae Precursores XXX. The genus
Scleria in Malaysia. Blumea 11: 140-218.

STAFLEU, F. A. & R. S. CowaN (1981). Taxonomic literature 3.
Lh-O. Regnum Veg. 105: 438.

STEUDEL, E. G. (1854-55). Synopsis Plantarum Glumacearum 2.
Synopsis plantarum cyperacearum: 81-348.

VAN STEENIS-KRAUSMAN, M. J. (1950). Meyen. In: VAN STEENIS,
C.G.G.J. (ed.), FI. Males. 1, 1: 358.



Typifications in the genus Scleria P. J. Bergius (Cyperaceae) — 55

Fig. 1. - Lectotype of Scleria stocksiana Boeck.
[s.coll. s.n., K] [© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Reproduced with permission]
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Fig. 2. — Lectotype of Scleria annularis Steud.
[Law s.n., K] [© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Reproduced with permission]
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Fig. 3. - Lectotype of Scleria biflora Roxb.
[Roxburgh s.n., BM] [© The Natural History Museum, London. Reproduced with permission]
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Fig. 4. - Lectotype of Scleria motleyi C. B. Clarke.
[Motley 74, K] [© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Reproduced with permission]
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Fig. 5. — Lectotype of Scleria scrobiculata Nees & Meyen.
[Gaudichaud s.n., P] [© Muséum National dHistoire Naturelle, Paris. Reproduced with permission]
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