
Zeitschrift: Candollea : journal international de botanique systématique =
international journal of systematic botany

Herausgeber: Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques de la Ville de Genève

Band: 5 (1931-1934)

Artikel: Identity of Basistemon and Saccanthus

Autor: Baehni, Charles / MacBride, J. Francis

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-880562

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 24.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-880562
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


IDENTITY of BASISTEMON
and SACCANTHUS

BY

Charles BAEHNI and J. Francis MACBRIDE

In the course of ordering recently at the Conservatoire Botanique
the unplaced material in the Scrophulariaceae, we found several
undetermined sheets of Linden 812 which proved to be co-type material of
Basistemon Turcz. Bull. Soc. Nat. Mose. 214 (1863). We were struck
by their vegetative similarity to Saccanthus Herzog, Med. Rijks Herb.
Leiden 29, 47 (1916) which we had had occasion some time previously
to insert in the herbarium as a new genus in the Verbenaceae.

Critical examination of the co-types of all these plants has shown

conclusively that they are in fact congeneric.
Basistemon, although placed by its author in Verbenaceae, was

referred by Bentham and Hooker to the Scrophulariaceae Gen. Pl. II,
2, 1244 (1826) because the ovules and inflorescences «longe differt»
from those of the former family.

However, the inflorescences of certain Verbs (cf. subfam. Chloan-

thoideae) are similarly reduced, that is, even to solitary axillary
flowers as in Basistemon. We find, too, that the ovules are actually
arranged in a 2-celled ovary (Turczaninow wrote "ovary 1 -celled ?„).
Also the pendant ovules are not in contradiction to the diagnosis of
the Verbenaceae.

Herzog, in rightly placing Saccanthus in Verbenaceae and probably
near to Rhaphithamnus, quite naturally overlooked Basistemon, so

hidden by both Bentham and Hooker and by Wettstein (Pflzf. IV. 3 b, 66

1897) in the Scrophulariaceae. His two species though so nicely agreeing
with the type (B. bogotense Turcz.) are however separable specifically.
Leaves mostly 2-3 cm. long or longer ; flowers white.

Leaves lustrous; flowers mostly solitary-axillary. B. bogotense.

Leaves dull ; flowers solitary but mostly in short lateral branchlets
B. silvaticum.

Leaves mostly 1,5-2 cm. long ; flowers violet B. violaceum.

Basistemon violaceum (Herzog) Baehni et Macbr., comb. nov.
— Saccanthus violaceus Herzog Med. Rijks Herb. Leiden, 29, 47 (1916).

Basistemon silvaticum (Herzog) Baehni et Macbr., comb. nov.
— Saccanthus silvaticus Herzog, loc. cit..

Candollea V. Avril 1934.
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