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On this Issue

Horst Linde

Chair and Institute for University Building
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University Stuttgart

The Situation in
University Planning

The recent discussions on the subject of
reforms and shifts in the structure in the wide
field of our education in its many forms indi-
cate that university planning now finds itself
in the middle of a political stress field. At the
same time the position of university planning
is now in a process of change which has
reached a critical stage.

But it is not only these factors that make the
work of the university planner more difficult
in defining his objectives, whereby we refer
here especially to the conceptional and
methodic planner. The problems involved in
university planning are far reaching and ex-
tremely diverse. The university as a social
place is a theme just as important as, for
instance, its importance from the point of

view of economics for the locality or its
influence on functional urbanism. When one
further thinks of the investments, both initial
and continuous, required by the complete
educational body, the importance of eco-
nomic planning methods and objectives to-
gether with the necessity for adequate con-
trol points becomes immediately apparent.

In the same measure as political priorities,
science objectives or financial possibilities
change in any dynamic society, the means
with which the problems of university plan-
ning are to be solved must be flexible. These
means must enable the planner to react
quickly to such changes, whereby he is part
of a planning and decision procedure in
which he himself not only makes decisions
but is also exposed to the criticism and deci-
sions of others. Thus, changes in university
requirements and utility constitute a complex
problem having political, structural, techno-
logical and economical aspects each related
to the other.

Intensive work has been done in this sector
in recent years in research, training and prac-
tice, university planning being a new plan-
ning science. lts theoretical basics and pro-
cedures have still to be clearly defined, due
to the lack of numerous data.

Both Chair and Institute of the Stuttgart Uni-
versity and the Central Documentary Library
in cooperation with the planning teams of the
Baden-Wiirttemberg county administration

building have made it their task to participate
in formulating the theory and procedures of
university planning. A great many partners
from within and without the University are
related to our Institutions both on a friendly
and functional basis. This alliance has prod-
duced many initiatives and a number of plans
are due to be carried out in which the basics
are present.

This issue contains discussions of new pro-
cedures and examples of a section of the
problems involved to date from the point of
view of three categories of planning: require-
ment planning, architectural management
planning, building planning.

This touches on but a few of the present
aspects of university planning. The subject
of the university being the place for instruc-
tion and research, as a place of social impor-
tance and as a subsystem belonging to larger
regional systems requires more detailed dis-
cussion.

Thus, the discussion here is to be understood
as being but a small section of the larger
compendium due to be published at the end
of the year by Werner-Publishers, Diisseldorf,
entitled: “Hochschulplanung, Beitrdge zur
Struktur- und Bauplanung’.

This paper we hope will be a contribution in
orientating the planner in his practice and
aid him in his work. But we hope it will also
extend the field of view as to the problems
relating to university planning.
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