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The college is composed of volumes
interconnected by covered passage-
ways and green or paved quadrangles.
Using the already existing stand of
trees, Jacobsen worked out the land-
scape design, producing something
having the effect of an English park,
quite different from the symmetrical
Continental style of garden. It is self-
contained and secluded, to cut out
road noises. The planting scheme is
the dominant element.

The central entrance hall is reached
along the river. This hall, being located
on the ground level of the west resi-
dence wing, looks into a very large
green quadrangle, which is bounded
by the two residence wings, the refec-
tory, the library and by covered pas-
sageways, connecting these various
buildings.

The intimate common rooms, on one
level, are grouped together around
small courts with north access to the
refectory, which, with its great height
and overhead lighting, is adapted to
the traditional ceremonial style of life
still prevailing at an English university,
which in some respects resembles a
monastery. The chairs with high backs
and the pin-point lighting on each table
harmonize well with the required dark
academic gowns. g

The library with its galleries, where
the books are kept, is illuminated in-
directly by counter-ceiling elements;
this arrangement encourages greater
concentration on the part of the stu-
dents. The covered passageways con-
necting the library, the refectory and
the residence quarters are bounded
by walls forming recesses, where stu-
dents can engage in discussions.

In any case, meditation has an im-
portant place in the conception of the
_college: thus, along the big pool,
benches surrounded by wall-screens
make for privacy. Between the library
and the lecture theatres there is an-
other quadrangle, surrounded by walls,
accommodating the clock-tower, which
dominates the entire complex.

The residence quarters; with two flats
on the ground floor, occupied by the
professors and the students of the
upper classes, and two upper levels
with 5 rooms each occupied by stu-
dents of the lower classes, are made
up of eight independent parts, group-
ed around a stairwell and equipped
on each level with a bathroom, WC
and a small kitchen.

This arrangement corresponds to the
typical English college lay-out. More-
over, in the over-all conception,
Jacobsen has sought to adapt to spe-
cific English traditions. A large pool
runs along the whole site in front of
the residences and permits direct
access from the ground-floor flats, for
which it constitutes a prolongation of
the interior area. At the south extrem-
ity of the site is the music pavilion,

whose plan is freely conceived for
acoustic reasons and which gives the
effect of a crystal against the back-
ground of trees.

Construction:

a module of 3.20/2.45 m, dictates the
structure of the complex: beams of
pre-fab concrete, placed on walls of
raw brick (common rooms, inter-axial
distance: 2.45m.) framework of pre-
fab reinforced concrete (residences,
inter-axial: 3.20 = width of rooms),
cruciform supports of pre-fab con-
crete (large areas: auditorium refec-
tory, library) taking stringers of pre-
fab concrete,

structure of secondary roofing string-
ers of pre-fab concrete (inter-axitl:
2.45).

The application of the’ basic scheme
depends on the function of each detail:
The supports of the refectory are
3 meters from the face, and the ex-
terior non-supporting walls are taken
by the principal stringers which cross
the face.

Continuous glazing further accents the
construction. The roofing is made up
of light pre-fab concrete slabs, placed
on the secondary structure.

The emplacement of the continuous
glazing is not usual. The artifical illlu-
mination is attached to the counter
ceilings.

The face of the library is located in
the structural plan at ground-floor
level, which takes the steel structure
of the upper galleries, where the
stacks appear. The structure support-
ing the roof is the same as that of the
refectory. The non-supporting faces
are generally glazed.

This construction principle may ap-
pear mannered, but it permits a clear
distinction betweeen the supporting
and non-supporting parts of the build-
ing.

The auditorium now under construc-
tion is based on the same structural
principle, which constitutes a large
volume on two levels and small gal-
leries around the upper floor.

The music pavilion is made up of
brick supporting walls and reinforced
concrete slabs.

Materials:

exterior facing: yellow concrete slabs;
thickness: 5 m. Interior facing: white
cement. Structure of pre-fab reinforced
concrete, poured in smooth jointless
coffering, windows and outside doors
either of eloxidized aluminium or of
bronze, brise-soleil and facing of fa-
cade of library, of bronze; doors of
auditorium of oak. Flooring of green
slate in the refectory, of linoleum in
the other rooms. Counter ceilings of
perforated aluminium panels.

Heating via radiators, via floor units
(large volumes) or air-conditioning
(auditorium).
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