Zeitschrift: IABSE reports = Rapports AIPC = IVBH Berichte
Band: 77 (1998)

Artikel: Humanisation and modernisation of substandard housing estates
Autor: Milewska, Grazyna / Szklennik, Nina
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-58203

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-58203
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

78 IABSE COLLOQUIUM BERLIN 1998 A

Humanisation and Modernisation of Substandard Housing Estates

Grazyna MILEWSKA Nina SZKLENNIK
Vice Dean Civil Engineering
Techn. Univ. Bialystok Techn. Univ. Bialystok
Bialystok, Poland Bialystok, Poland

Nina Szklennik born 1952, received
her civil engineering Msc. degree
from BTU Bialystok in 1980. Her
position is senior lecturer in saving
building.

Grazyna Milewska born 1955,
received her architect Msc. degree
from Warsaw Technical University
in 1979 and PhD in 1989.

Summary

The housing estetes built in Poland during the sixties and seventies are now estimated as

substandard, cultural and social degraded. Using as an example Piasta Estate in Biatystok, where

we live, we would like to prove that rehabilitation of such estates is possible. Our proposition of

humanization and complex modernization contains:

e modernization of existing buildings (improvement of dwelling standard and enrichment of
architectural impression),

e transformation of urban composition in order to create legible urban interiors,

e structuralization of space (seperation of public and semi-public spaces),

e enrichment of functional program.

1. Functional, spatial and social value of Piasta Estate

Piasta Estate in Bialystok is a typical Polish housing estate designed and realized in seventies in
conditions of a socialist country. Firstly - it is characterized by a huge space and demografic scale
- this estate occupies the territory of 60 hectares and 22 thousands inhabitans live there. Secondly
- its functional and spatial conception is a result of ideological statements of ‘social estate’ and
modernistic doctrine of town planning. And thirdly - all housing buildings located on the territory
of this estate were built using large-size board prefabrication technology ‘OWT-67", that was the
only one obligatory in this region.

Dwelling architecture of Piasta Estate is an example of extreme uniformization and unification,
manifested not only by external form buildings, but also by apartments’ structure limited to seven
types, copied thousand times. Moreover, the utility standard of flats is very low: the most
popular 3-rooms apartment of 48 m” area.

2. Proposal for humanization and modernization of Piasta Estate

Our design concerns part of Piasta Estate, named Piasta II, which seems the most neglected. In

our modernization idea we can distinguish two directions:

e transformation of existing buildings and their close environment,

e transformation of functional - spatial structure of the estate and its connection with
surroundings.
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Transformation of existing buildings and their environment has following goals:

e improvement of dwelling standard of apartments,

o enrichment of architectural expression of the buildings,

e improvement of technical standard of the buildings, mainly referring to better insulation
properties of exterior walls,

e creation of ‘intermediary zone’ between private interior of houses and outside common space.

existing form proposition of transformation
on
TR O D['_M
1] w =
N5 M T
1,
S — 1 BT i =N oS

Fig. 1 : Transformation of existing building - an example

Transformation of functional and spatial structure of the estate concerns:

e separation of semi-public spaces for definite groups of residents,

creation of attractive public (social}) space,

transformation of estate composition in order to create clear urban interiors,

enrichment of functional program and achievement of higher comfort of the vehicle service.

Fig. 2 : A courtyard between apartment houses - an example of semi-public space,
A - existing buildings after transformation, B - added buildings, C - garage under new house,
D - playground.
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