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Glass.

SUMMARY

The assessment is described of the remaining structural capacity of an existing concrete bridge. A
probabilistic reliability analysis is applied to a simple conventional carrying capacity model for the bridge.
This simplified reliability analysis is calibrated by a random effectivity factor to give realistic results. The
calibration uses some particularly chosen deterministic analyses of the bridge. These analyses are based
on a refined FEM-model of the failure behaviour taking into account that the observed strength throughout
the structure differs from what was assumed at the design stage. The cases for deterministic analysis are
obtained through the reliability analyses of the simple model.

RESUME :

L’article traite de I’évaluation de la résistance restante d’un pont en béton armé. L’'analyse probabiliste
de la fiabilité du pont est réalisé sur la base d’un modele simple de la résistance ultime du pont. Cette
analyse simplifiée de la fiabilité est calibrée au moyen d’un facteur d’efficacité pour obtenir des résultats
exacts et réalistes. Le calibrage utilise des résultats de certaines analyses déterministes des structures du
pont. Ces analyses ont été faites en utilissant un modale trés détaillé, par éléments finis du comportement
du pont en tenant compte que la résistance observée en certaines parties du pont est différente de celles
supposées lors de |I'établissement du projet. L'analyse déterministe est établie sur la base de I’analyse de
la fiabilité du modele simplifié.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Die Bewertung der Resttragfahigkeit einer Betonbricke wird beschrieben. Eine Wahrscheinlichkeitsanalyse
der Sicherheit ist auf der Grundlage eines einfachen Standardmodells der Tragfihigkeit der Briicke
durchgefuhrt. Diese einfache Wahrscheinlichkeitsanalyse ist mit einem Effektivititsfaktor kalibriert, um
ein realistiches Ergebnis zu erreichen. Die Kalibrierung nutzt speziell ausgewahite deterministiche Analysen
der Briicke. Diese basieren auf einem verfeinerten FEM-Modell bezlglich der Brickenkonstruktion unter
Berlcksichtigung von Festigkeitsabweichungen gegentber den Bemessungsannahmen. Die betreffenden
deterministischen Untersuchungen werden aufgrund des einfachen Zuverldassigkeitsmodells bestimmt.
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1. Introduction

Well—developed rational reliability based methods for designing new concrete bridges are
available today. However, for a number of reasons this is not the case concerning the assess-
ment of the remaining structural capacity of an existing and deteriorated bridge.

A reliability analysis of a bridge in the design state is a formal procedure based on common
practice. The models have to a certain extent become standard so that the target safety levels
together with associated and selected failure modes give structural dimensions which are
known to be satisfactory for normal structures. Moreover, the analytical models used in design
are practically manageable in size and complexity and they are assumed to model the struc-
tural carrying properties of the bridge in a sufficiently realistic way.

A similar standard procedure for analysing existing bridge structures has not yet been
developed. When considering an existing bridge the reliability analysis is no longer just a
formal procedure. The potential failure modes have to be modelled realistically taking into
account the available knowledge on geometry, strengths, etc. This raises the problem of how
to set up such probabilistic models that are sufficiently rich in concepts to take the available
information into account and at the same time can be standardized to an extent that makes
the reliability analysis result comparable with the result from a similar reliability analysis of
another existing bridge or with specified target safety levels.

Another problem is that the reliability analysis of an existing bridge due to observed dete-
riorations, errors etc. often becomes more complicated than the analysis during the design
state. However, such information must be considered seriously and it makes it more difficult
to set up models that are practically manageable.

In the following a method is demonstrated by which these problems can be overcome for
concrete bridges suffering from severe damages.

2. The considered existing bridge

The bridge across Salpetermosevej in Hillergd, Denmark, was constructed in 1977. It is design-
ed as a reinforced concrete frame structure. The length of the free span is approximately 6 m.

The concrete used for casting the bridge was supplied by a local plant for ready-—mixed
concrete and delivered by truck mixers. The workability of the concrete was very poor and too
stiff for the contractor to obtain a satisfactory compaction. Thus, the hardened concrete
obtained gross porosity, showing high intensity of honeycomb at the finished concrete surface
and a high content of entrapped air in the interior of the structure. Furthermore, the fresh
concrete even contained fractions of hardened concrete due to insufficient cleaning of the
mixer. The compressive strength of the concrete was determined by cast cylinders. The test
results indicated that the potential compressive strength of the concrete in the structure
would be lower than prescribed, mainly due to large variability. An investigation made in
1977 with tests on drilled cores from the bridge verified this suspicion.
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The present appearance of the bridge shows concrete which is seriously disintegrated by
cracks and other signs of deterioration especially in the bridge deck. Due to the extensive
porosity of the concrete the influence of aggressive substances from the environment is signifi-
cant. The carbonation, the chloride ingress (de—icing salt) and the leaching by rainwater
seeping through the concrete have been the dominating environmental actions on the concrete
bridge. The effect of these attacks is a decrease of the compressive strength and a loss of
protection against corrosion of the rebars in various parts of the structure. In this paper we
will be content with a study of the reliability analysis of the deteriorated bridge deck.

3. The effectivity factor reliability analysis method

The probabilistic reliability analysis of the bridge deck can be made on the basis of a simple
conventional upper bound yield line collapse model. In the following we will denote this model
as the simple model. In order to make the results of the analysis "realistic" an effectivity
factor reduction is introduced on some of the variables from which the yield moments are
calculated. The effectivity factor is calculated from one or more carrying capacity results that
correspond to certain optimized statically admissible stress fields. These statically admissible
stress fields are obtained in a finite element model that represents a refined model of the local
strength properties of the bridge deck taking into account that the yield moments vary over
the deck according to some stochastic field model. This stochastic field model reflects the
observed deteriorations of the bridge deck. Moreover, by using the lower bound theorem of the
ideal plasticity theory searching an optimal admissible stress field it is automatically ensured
that the reliability is obtained for the most critical failure mode. This finite element model
will in the following be denoted as the elaborate model.

The inverted commas around the word realistic are put there because the ideal plasticity
theory is not necessarily particularly realistic. However, the ideal plasticity theory is used
herein in order to illustrate that a simple model by use of an effectivity factor modification
can be made reliability equivalent to a far more elaborate model of the same phenomenon.
The effectivity factor is obtained by a single or some few calculations with the elaborate
model. The set of input values for these calculations with the elaborate model is obtained by a
reliability analysis carried out by use of the simple model.

In this way an elaborate (and possibly realistic) model for the carrying properties of a
structure can be reliability analysed by use of a suitably calibrated simple conventional carry-
ing capacity model. This reliability equivalence may be the key to a rational codification of
methods to evaluate remaining structural capacity. The theoretical considerations leading to
the method are given in Ditlevsen and Arnbjerg—Nielsen (1992,1992). Here the method will be
summarized without the argumentations for the validity of the method.

Let (xS,xR,xD) be the total vector of basic variables (input variables) that are contained
in the elaborate model. The subvectors Xg and Xp are the vectors of load variables and
strength variables respectively. These variables are with sufficient generality defined such that
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they all have physical units that are proportional to the unit of force. The subvectors Xp is
the vector of all the remaining basic variables (of type as geometrical and dimensionless basic
variables).

Two limit state equations

gr(xSaxR7xD) = 0 ’ gi(xs’xR’XD) = 0 (1)

are given representing the "realistic" model and the idealized model respectively. It is assum-
ed that for each fixed (xS,xR,xD) the equations

gI‘(K‘I’xS’XR’XD) =0 ’ gi(nix ’XR’XD) =0 (2)

can be solved uniquely with respect to K. and Ky respectively. The solutions are
nr(xs,xR,xD) and ni(xs,xR,xD). By using the physical property of dimension homogeneity it

can be shown (Ditlevsen and Arnbjerg—Nielsen 1993) that the two equations

_ RI'(XS’XR’XD) _ 3
gI'(XS’xR’xD) =0 ’ gi(xS,K’i(XS’xR’XD)XR,xD) =0 ( )

are equivalent in the sense that the two set of points they define are identical. The idea of the
effectivity factor method is to use a suitable simple approximation to the last equation in (3)
in the reliability analysis in place of the first equation in (3). The point is to approximate the
effectivity factor function u(xs,xR,xD) = nr(xs,xR,xD)/ﬁi(xS,xR,xD) by a constant or at
most an inhomogeneous linear function of (xS,xR,xD). The approximation is made such that
it is particularly good within the region of the space that contributes the most to the failure
probability. Let (x§,x§,x]”5) be a point of this region and let v* = z/(xg,xf*{,xﬂ) . The equa-
tion

gi(xS ,VKXR,XD) =0 (4)

then defines an approximating limit state in the important region. The problem is now re-
duced to the problem of how to choose the point of approximation (x§,xﬁ,x]’5) . The answer
to this problem is given in the reliability theory. With a judgmentally chosen value v, of v*
a first or second order reliability analysis (FORM or SORM, see e.g. Madsen, Krenk, and
Lind (1986) or Ditlevsen and Madsen (1991)) is made with (4) as limit state. This analysis
determines the most central point (the design point) (XSI’XRI’XDI) and an approximate
failure probability p, . Using that Ki(xSI’le’xDl) =1/ v, animproved value vy = ypr
of v* is calculated where &« ] = RI(XSPXRI’XDI)' Then a new FORM or SORM analysis is
made with (4) as limit state. This gives the most central point (XSQ’XRQ’XDQ) and the
approximate failure probability Py - Proceeding iteratively in this way we get a sequence
( r1,pl),(nrz,p2),... that may or may not be convergent. If the sequence is convergent in the
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first component it is also convergent in the second component and we have Ko 1,
P sPgs- = P where p will be denoted as the zero order approzimation to the probability of
the failure event of the elaborate model.

If the sequence is not convergent we still can define the zero order approximation by simple

interpolation to the value & = 1 among points (K.,8) (ﬂ=—<I>_1(p) , ® = standardized
normal distribution function) corresponding to the sequence or simply obtained for a series of
different values of Yy -

A check of the goodness of the zero order approximation is made by replacing the effectiv-
ity factor function V(XS,XR,XD) by its first order Taylor expansion

V(xS,xR,xD) = 'zj(xs,xR,xD) ~ v* 4+ a'(xg—xg) + b'(xR—xl’;“{) + c‘(xD—xl’S) (5)

at the most central point (x§,x§,xl’5) corresponding to the limit state (4) with »* being the
effectivity factor value corresponding to K, = 1 . The numerical determination of the coeffi-
cients a, b, ¢ requires that the values of v(xs,xR,xD) are known at least at as many points
in the vicinity of (xg,xﬁ,xﬁ) as the number of variables in (xS,xR,xD) . These values of v
are obtained by solving the equations (2) with respect to Ky and Ky respectively at each
chosen point (xS,xR,xD) .

With (5) substituted for & /k; into the last equation in (3) we get a limit state for which
both the probability of failure and the value of K. in general will be different from the pro-
bability p and the value k=1 as obtained by the zero order approximation. However, by
a unique scaling factor k on the load vector xg we can achieve that the limit state defined
by gi(erS’ V(erS’xR’xD)xR’xD) = 0 corresponds to the failure probability p . With the
Taylor expansion (5) substituted into this equation we get the limit state equation gi(erS’

Z(ers,xR,xD)xR,xD) = 0 for which we can determine kr by iterative application of FORM
or SORM analysis such that the corresponding failure probability becomes p . The pair
(kr’p) will be called the first order approrimation. The size of the deviation of kr from 1
can then be used to judge the accuracy of the zero order approximation. Also the change of
the most central point contributes to this judgment.

4. Reliability analysis of deteriorated concrete bridge

The slab structure of the Salpetermosevej bridge is shown in Figure 1. The slab is one span
and clamped in both ends. Actually the slab is skew with skew reinforcement, but the skew-
ness is relatively small — the angle between a free edge and a clamped edge is 820. Finite
element calculations verify that assuming orthogonal reinforcement and a rectangular slab
shape gives a small relative error on the load carrying capacity. Only one load case with fixed
load is considered in the present study. According to the rules for loads on Danish road
bridges, Vejdirektoratet (Danish Road Directorate) (1984), the critical truck load on the
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undamaged slab structure is found to consist of two trucks as shown in Figure 1. A uniformly
distributed load is also prescribed but is found to be negligible in this case. For reference later
(when reliability index versus load parameter curves are found), it is mentioned here that the
load parameter value corresponds to the prescribed characteristic load including corrections
for dynamic loading. In order to reduce the computational efforts in this illustration the
analysis is made solely on one half part of the slab structure utilizing the geometrical and
loading symmetry, Figure 1 . This is made possible by prescribing the torsional moment to be
zero along the symmetry line in the finite element model. (From a stochastic modelling point
of view this symmetrization is not necessarily correct).

Geometry Loading

Truck 1: 0.130 MN per wheel

60 XXX X 2 Truck 2:' 0.065 MN per wheel
L L7 1.5

%
Free edge | 3.0 ‘:‘,/%//-‘, t{// 1.5 qJ

o
3.0 ‘/ﬂa @/ 1.5
Clamped edge /{’// % 1.5
N

2RERRRIRARARRARIRRAIRARAKHAARN. /l!

/

14.3 3.6 / W o \ 5.7
© o o

Wheel load Truck 1 Truck 2

Figure 1. The slab structure of the Salpetermosevej bridge. Length units = [m].

In the elaborate model a lower bound solution is used. The analysis method is based on the
lower bound theorem, which states that stress fields in equilibrium not violating the yield
criterion are admissible solutions. The solution method is to find the stress distribution that
maximizes the load obtained by proportional loading. Polygonization of the yield condition
leads to a linear programming problem. A stress based finite element code is used, Hgyer
(1989). The FE code is described shortly in the following. The stress state is given by a set of
stress parameters that always satisfy the local equilibrium conditions in an element, here a
triangular 3—noded element. Global equilibrium is obtained in the system of nodal forces that
correspond to the stress parameters and which are in equilibrium with the external nodal
forces. The polygonized yield condition is checked at each node. The polygonized yield
condition is given as

- : e -
my, = imm{mF m , —mp +m , mp —m

X X y

y y

in which m € [—m}'? ;Mp ] is the moment per length unit in a cross section perpendicular to
X X
the x—axis and corresponding to compression in the upper side, my € [—ml':, mp ] is defined

analogously, while m is the torsional moment per length unit. Lower index F indicates
yield capacity (absolute value) and prime indicates compression in the lower side of the slab.
It is noted that the polygonized yield surface (6) is inside the yield surface defined by
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2 . . :
m* = mm{(mFX—mx)(mF —my), (ml';x+mx)(ml‘? +my)} the latter being the standard yield
surface for reinforced concrete slabs. Thus the polygonized yield surface leads to a lower

bound solution as compared to the usual solution.

The simple model is based on the upper bound theorem in the theory of plasticity for ideal
plastic materials. The work equation method is used, e.g. Nielsen (1984). A simple expression
for the load carrying capacity of the undamaged homogeneous slab structure is set up as
follows. The yield line pattern is shown in Figure 2. The fixed length of the positive yield line
in the middle of the slab and the assumptions d/x <1/2 and x < d+b are found to be
reasonable for the strength values of the undamaged slab structure. The load parameter A

is then given by (for symbols see Figure 2) AP = (a/x2+6x+7)/(10x—d) where a =
S(mFy+m1'7y)/b  B= 4bT(mFy+mI‘?y)/b , 7= 2b(mp +mf, ) . The optimal value of x is

the relevant solution to the equation 11ax2—4adx—117—20d =0.

Truck 1: 0.130MN=2P per wheel; Truck 2: 0.065MN=P per wheel

d| bp
Yield line ﬁ;/////r/?? t?/}“:——' E///: (f_‘ . —p
3 . ‘
Y iimit

i

.-

T Y
Truck 1 Truck 2

Figure 2. Yield line pattern in upper bound calculation.

Wheel load

For the damaged structure the slab is nonhomogeneous. However, the same yield line pattern
is used for optimization of the load parameter with respect to x . The internal work is
calculated approximately corresponding to the moment capacities in the different zones that
model the damages of the slab structure.

The concrete strength is assumed constant over the thickness of the slab. Concrete covers
and reinforcement areas are considered deterministic before the occurrence of damages. The
yielding force of the reinforcement is used directly in the reliability analysis. The variables
are: f . = concrete strength, Fx’ Fy = yield force per length unit in lower reinforcement in the
x—direction and the y—direction respectively, F)‘(, F}', = yield force per length unit in upper
reinforcement in the x—direction and y—direction respectively, dx, d_ = effective depth of
lower reinforcement in the x—direction and the y—direction respectively, d)'(, d}‘, = effective
depth of upper reinforcement in the x—direction and the y—direction respectively.

As it is stated earlier, the finite element code is formulated in cross sectional moment
capacities (per length unit). The bending moment capacities are calculated as for a normally
reinforced beam, i.e. it is assumed that the reinforcement in tension is yielding at failure. The
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assumption is reasonable in a deterministic analysis considering fixed values only, for example
characteristic values. In a reliability analysis one or more of the input variables can take such
values in the tails of their respective distributions that other than the assumed modes of
bending failure can occur. This matter is not persued further in this study. Neglecting rein-

forcement in compression, the moment capacities mg ,ml'? ;Mg ,mI', are given by a for-
X X 'y 'y
mula of the form mp = (1—(I>/2)<I)d2fc, d = F/(dfc) with the relevant indices x or y and

no prime or prime put on all the symbols mp, o, 4, F.

In the treated problem, the expressions (2) become —«. Xg + ’\r(XR’xD) =0, —kxg +
A{(xg.xp) = 0 where A (-) and A(-) are the carrying capacity functions corresponding
to the elaborate and simple model, respectively. Hence the effectivity factor function simpli-
fies to V(XS,X Xp) = ’\r(xR’xD)/’\i(xR’xD) showing that the effectivity factor is inde-
pendent of the load. This gives the simplification relative to the general problem that solving
the equation in (2) with respect to k. and £, requires only one calculation of /\r(xR,xD)
and ’\i(xR’xD) , respectively. Furthermore, derivatives with respect to the load variable need
not to be calculated.

Example 1: Corroded reinforcement. Minor cracking of the concrete Corroded reinforcement
and minor cracking of the concrete can be caused by chloride ingress. If only minor cracking
with no sign of corrosion at the surface of the concrete has occurred, the corrosion is normally
either limited or it has the character of pitting. Pitting can lead to a total loss of strength in a
section. It is assumed in this example that severe corrosion damages are observed in a rela-
tively large zone.

/

1l l2 '3

Figure 3. Finite element mesh and zones corresponding to damages (half of the structure).

The damage zones are shown in Figure 3. The damage zones are chosen to be the same as the
damage zones for the actual slab of the Salpetermosvej bridge, treated in the next example,
except that a much larger reduction of the lower reinforcement is assumed in zone 3. Zone 1
along the clamped edge is considered to be undamaged. The concrete strengths in the zones 2
and 3 are reduced by multiplying f o by the random variables Rso and Rseq respectively.
Analogously the reinforcement areas and thus the yielding forces in the lower side in zone 3
are reduced by the factors RFx3 and RFyB .

The variables entering the problem and distribution assumptions are shown in Table 1. The
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units correspond to [m] and [MN]. Other geometrical properties of the slab are taken to be

constant.
Name Distribution Fixed value | Mean C.o.v
Load parameter | Fixed Varying -
fc Lognormal - 30.0 0.15
Fx’Fi Lognormal - 0.3848 0.05
Fy,F; Lognormal - 0.8747 0.05
dx,di Fixed 0.245 - -
dy,d; Fixed 0.261 - -
Rfc2 Lognormal 0.9 0.20
Rfc3 Lognormal 0.8 0.20
Rp3 Uniform: [0.4,0.6] - -
RFy3 Uniform:[0.3,0.5] - -
all random variables are assumed to be mutually independent

Table 1 Data for the reliability analysis. (C.o.v. = coefficient of variation)

. 11.0
11.0 B ooooo0 A=k; B 00000 A=Kk;
10.0 A noooao A=kp 10.0 ~ ooooo A=Kk,
9.0 - o 00000 A=ky 9.0 - 00000 A=kyy
A=Ksoru A=Ksorm
8.0 - Ao o 8.0 - ? ©
o o
7.0 4 7.0 A
6.0 6.0 A
a o]
5.0 A - © 5.0 1 \
4.0 - 4.0 - \
o
3.0 A o 3.0 A 0%\
2.0 1 2.0 H \
o o o
1.0 4 1.0 4
A A
OO T T T 0.0 T T T
1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0

Figure 4. Reliability inder versus load parameter in Ezample 1 (left) and in the Ezample 2:
Salpetermosevej (right).

Corrections of the upper bound solution for a homogeneous slab are obtained by replacing «,
B, and 7
4(QmI':‘xl+mFy2+mFy3)/b , b= 4bT(mI'?‘y+mFy3)/b 1= b(mFx2+mF"x2+mFx3+ml‘7x3) '
The results from the reliability analysis are shown in Figure 4 (left). The load parameter k, =
1/v* corresponds to the simple model, whereas the load parameters krO and krl correspond

by (1, 2 and 3 refer to the zones as defined in Figure3) a=
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to the effectivity factor method calculation with a constant and a first order Taylor expansion
of the effectivity factor, respectively. The fully drawn curve comes from a direct SORM
analysis for the elaborate model, i.e. the finite element model. It is seen that even with the
large deviations between the results of the simple model and the elaborate model the
effectivity factor method yields a quite good agreement between the zero order approximation
results and the results from the elaborate model. Furthermore it is seen that the agreement is
improved by using the first order approximation.

Example 2 Salpetermosevej Example 1 corresponds to the slab structure of the Salpetermose-
vej bridge with deliberately overestimated reinforcement reductions. In this example the data
are the same as in Example 1 except for the random variables RFx3 and RFy3 , i.e. the
reduction factors of the yield forces in the lower reinforcement in the zone 3 in the directions
x and y respectively. Here these reduction factors are assumed to be uniformly distributed
between 0.9 and 1.0, that is, less severe reductions are assumed. Measurements of the present
properties of the bridge have not been carried out but the bridge has been inspected visually.
Based on engineering judgments it is anticipated that the assumed data very well can be valid
for the bridge. The results from the reliability analysis are shown in Figure 4 (right). As in
Example 1 there is good agreement between the effectivity factor method and results from the
direct SORM analysis of the elaborate model.
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SUMMARY

This paper outlines the nature and scope of a project entitled "The residual life of reinforced concrete
structures”. The deterioration mechanisms covered by the project are: reinforcement corrosion, freeze-
thaw damage and alkali-silica reaction. Preliminary ideas are outlined on the options avaliable for
developing a deterministic model to predict future strength and serviceability, while taking account of
variable client needs in terms of minimum technical performance and of future management strategy for
the structure.

RESUME

L'article décrit la nature et les objectifs du projet "La vie résiduelle des structures en béton armé”. Les
mécanismes de détérioration traités dans le cadre du projet sont: la corrosion de I'armature, les dommages
infligés par le cycle gel-dégel et la réaction au silicate alcalin. Les auteurs offrent des idées préliminaires
sur les options disponibles pour I'élaboration d’un modéle déterministe, qui servira 4 prédire la résistance
et le potentiel d’utilisation ultérieurs, compte tenu des exigences diverses des clients en matiére de
performances techniques minimum admissibles et de la stratégie de gestion future des structures
concernées.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Der vorliegende Aufsatz umreisst Art und Umfang des Projektes Gber "Die verbleibende Lebenserwartung
von Stahlbetonbauwerken™. Das Projekt deckt die folgenden Verfallsmechanismen ab: Korrosion der
Bewehrung, Schadigung durch Frost-Tau-Wechsel und Alkali-Silika Reaktion. Es werden vorldufige Ideen
bezlglich der Optionen aufgezeigt, die fur ein deterministiches Modell zur Vorhersage kinftiger Festigkeit
und Nutzbarkeit zur Verfigung stehen. Gleichzeitig werden die unterschiedlichen Anforderungen der
Klienten hinsichtlich minimaler technicher Leistung und kinftiger Managementstrategien fiir das Bauwerk
berlicksichtigt.
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1. INTRODUCTION

When a decision is taken to appraise a deteriorating structure - perhaps based
on input from routine inspection - the client will generally want a simple
answer to the simple question "Is the structure safe and serviceable now, and
how long will it remain so in the future 2?". In posing this question, he will
most probably have established his minimum acceptable requirements for technical
performance - based on his future plans for the structure, primarily for
financial and functional reasons - and will want to know how long it will be
before those may be reached [with or without interim repairs], i.e. the residual
service life.
? Rate of deterioration
The situation is shown
schematically in Figure 1. The
problem is to establish the
performance at Point A, and how
, long it will take to reach point

! B. Point B itself requires

| definition; this will depend on
Residual =% future client needs, while also
|
l

Structural performance

line taking account of the levels of
safety and serviceability
provided in the original design.

\)

Time
Fig. 1 Schematic illustration of assumed behaviour

The essential steps in the process, and the links between them, are shown in
Figure 2. In short, where one or more specific deterioration mechanisms are
involved, these have first to be identified, their effects quantified, and the
results integrated into the procedures usually adopted for conventional
structural appraisal.

A number of differences between assessment work and original design should be
noted. The most important of these are:

- material properties can be measured, not assumed

- dead loads can either be measured, or otherwise determined with some
accuracy

- more realistic estimates of 1live load can be made

- more rigorous analytical methods can be used, while taking account of
interactions between all elements, and possibly establishing alternative
load bearing mechanisms

- the relative importance of load effects may be different. While basic
effects such as bending, shear and compression will have to be checked,
actions such as anchorage and bond can become more important when
deterioration is involved.

- the establishment of the Tikely future environment [especially micro-climate]
js of critical importance, since it will influence future deterioration
rates.

- lower factors of safety, and smaller "margins", can be used, because of the
greater knowledge of the structure - compared with the assumptions made in
design.
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Fig. 2 Steps involved in assessing structures and residual service life

2. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF BRITE PROJECT BREU-CT92-0591

This 3-year project, which started officially on 1/3/92, is concerned with
developing a quantifiable system to enable residual service 1ife to be evaluated
in accordance with Figures 1 and 2. The specific deterioration mechanisms to be
covered are: reinforcement corrosion; freeze-thaw; alkali-silica reaction; with
their effects considered singly and in combination.

While the project is concerned with all the steps identified in Figure 2,
particular emphasis is placed on certain factors, where new data or a new
approach is required; these are:

(a) definition of the aggressivity of the environment. This has to be
appropriate for each deterioration mechanism, while allowing for both macro-
and micro-climate.

(b) assessment of current material properties in the structure. Basically,
this is concerned with test methods for all relevant material properties -
and the interpretation of data from these.
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(c) definition of current levels of safety and serviceability. This is a
modelling process, taking account of the output from (b) above, other known
characteristics, and modern methods of analysis.

(d) assessment of future deterioration rates. Using stage (c) above as a
starting point, while augmenting the data from stages (a) and (b), future
deterioration rates are assessed.

(e) definition of minimum acceptable technical performance. As indicated in
Figure 2, this depends not only on the output from stages (a)-(d) above,
but also on input from clients regarding future performance requirements.

Extensive experimental work is planned for stages (a)-(d) above, but probably
the key to the whole project is stage (e), where discussions are necessary with
clients/owners to establish a range of future needs for different types of
structure [e.g. nuclear reactors v bridges v domestic housing]. Finally, to
verify the applicability of the whole approach in practice, a series of case
studies are planned; this means that, with the co-operation of clients, our
system of assessment will be used on structures which have been examined
previously and decisions taken on their residual life and future management.
When all of this work has been completed, the entire approach will be produced
in the form of a Manual, for convenient every-day use in practice.

3. CURRENT STATUS OF THE PROJECT

Initially, most effort is being concentrated on obtaining experimental data.

For each deterioration mechanism, research is well advanced in relating changes
in material properties to a wide range of environmental conditions, since the
realistic classification of aggressive environments is seen as a high priority.
The starting point is a classification for reinforcement corrosion,
concentrating on local conditions close to, and within, the structural concrete
cover. Separate conditions are foreseen for corrosion due to carbonation and to
chlorides, with chlorides being further sub-divided into de-icing salts and sea
water. Conditions for corrosion initiation and propagation will be treated
separately.

Moisture conditions in the concrete are seen as being critical. When the
classification is subsequently extended to cover freeze-thaw and ASR, this will
become all-important, since different moisture conditions will be critical (see,
eg. Table 1, taken from the CEB Recommendations on durability[1l]).

Nevertheless, a quantitative approach is considered feasible, and the proposed
classification for corrosion will be finalised before the end of 1992.

Process
Effective
relative Corrosion of steel in
humidity Carbon- concrete which is Frost Chemical
ation . attack attack
carbonated chloride
contaminated
Very Tow [< 45%] 1 0 0 0 0
Low [45-65%] 3 1 1 0 0
Medium [65-85%] 2 3 3 0 0
High [85-98%] 1 2 3 2 1
Saturated [> 98%] 0 1 1 3 3

Risk : 0 = not significant 1 = slight 2 = medium 3 = high

Table 1 Significance of moisture state in influencing different durability
processes
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Further experimental work is in hand on corrosion, concentrating initially on
the relationships between levels of corrosion and both cracking and bond;
information here is important in assessing Tevels of structural safety and
serviceability.

Corresponding experimental programmes already exist for the other two
deterioration mechanisms - freeze-thaw and ASR. These data will be obtained
early in the 3-year programme, since considerable effort will then be required,
in deriving assessment procedures for the combined effects of the three
deterioration mechanisms - an important, and original, part of the project.

In parallel to this activity, preliminary ideas are being formulated for the
overall framework necessary for the assessment of residual service life, while
satisfying the basic need in Figure 1 and concentrating on the steps in the
bottom half of Figure 2. The factors involved, and preliminary development work
are described below.

4. PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT OF OVERALL PROCEDURES FOR ASSESSING RESIDUAL LIFE
4.1 Some basic principles

(a) A viable assessment method is made up of a number of essential and
interacting elements; these are:

- a behavioural model

- criteria defining satisfactory performance

- loads under which these criteria should be satisfied

- relevant representative material properties

- factors or margins to take account of vagaries and variability in the
system, and to simplify its application in practice.

There has to be a proper balance between all the elements, in deriving the
reliability of the method. That overall reliability will generally [but
not always] be the same as that for the original design - but calculated in
a different way, using more accurately defined input.

(b) In principle, material deterioration should not be regarded as a state [to
which 1imits might be set] from a structural point of view, but rather as
something which can lead to an unsafe or unserviceable state. Its
influence on individual elements and structures is what has to be assessed,
in relation to defined action effects [e.g. bending, shear, compression,
bond for the different regions shown in Figure 3, for a simple beam.]

(c) Element characteristics change at different rates with time, as shown
schematically in Figure 4. In determining current Tevels of safety - e.g.
at point A in Figure 4 - and in predicting future deterioration, there is a
need for awareness that other mechanisms may subsequently interfere and
become more critical, e.g. anchorage and bond in relation to Figures 3
and 4.

(d) Different load carrying mechanisms [see Figure 3] may have different
deterioration rates, and different levels of minimum technical performance,
depending on the acceptable risks for each [see Figure 5].

(e) A viable assessment method for residual service life should satisfy three
essential criteria:

- the prediction of residual strength, with known acceptable safety
factors, while properly representing the effects of the deterioration
mechanisms involved,

- the meeting of future client needs, in terms of function and
serviceability;
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- incorporation of sufficient flexibility, to address the characteristics
of individual structures, while being underpinned by a robust
theoretical approach.

The attraction of a simple and pragmatic approach is perhaps a fourth criterion.

/LFlexuraI compression

),
Shear @
Region 1 O\ N\ b)
/

Bond anchorage V\/I
A

Region 3
(cracking, flexural tension)

Fig. 3 Possible critical regions in a simple beam, due to deterioration
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Deterioration of different load effects

Time

Fig. 5 Possible different deterioration rates for the mechanisms shown in
Figure 3. Each may have different minimum technical performance
requirements, depending on risks [P, - P.]
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4.2 Available general methods of assessment
Most theoretical approaches can be put in one of two categories:

- damage classification methods, e.g. [2]
- reliability analysis, e.g. [3] [4], [5]

4.2.1 Damage classification methods

Based on condition surveys, the usual approach is to classify individual
structures into one of a number of defined categories, having looked at the
materials and elements, as well as the structure as a whole. The cause of the
deterioration is determined, and the effects [in mechanical, physical, chemical
and biological terms]. Normally, the end result is a rating system, with
recommended actions associated with each rating. The discipline associated with
this system has considerable merit, in terms of testing and evaluation of data.

4.2.2 Reliability methods

This favoured approach involves extending existing techniques, used in
developing design methods for Codes: here, safety in assessment terms can be
more easily related to that in the original design. Engineering perspectives
are provided by Schneider[6] and Fagerlund[7].

4.2.3 General

Few papers and reports address the difficult question of minimum acceptable
technical performance in a quantitative way: there are exceptions, e.g. [8] [9].

4.3 Practical considerations

The service 1ives of essentially similar structures, under apparently similar
conditions, may vary considerably. There may be many reasons for this, but two
key points emerge from the literature:

- some structures are inherently more vulnerable to deterioration due to their
design concept and the quality of the detailing. For example, in making
recommendations on the structural effects of ASR, the Institution of
Structural Engineers[10] found it necessary to define the sensitivity of the
structure and individual elements in three classes which reflected the
potential resistance to any defined level of "load", and its associated
expansion.

- if structural collapse is considered to be an extreme case of a deteriorating
structure, then a study of these cases where lack of durability has
contributed, e.g.[11] reveals that failure is due to a combination of factors
some of which are not amenable to mathematical modelling. Again, this
suggests the inclusion of a factor which reflects the quality of the original
design and construction.

5. CONCLUDING REMARKS

It will be obvious that BRITE PROJECT BREU-CT92-0591 is still at an early stage.
Experimental work is not finished; the development of an approach to assessment
is only at a preliminary stage. What is important are the principles involved
in that approach. Priority is given to meeting the needs of individual clients
for individual structures, in a practical way. Nevertheless, the approach has
to be soundly based technically, in accounting for the effects of the
deterioration mechanisms, singly and in combination. The BRITE partners would
particularly welcome comments, especially from clients and fellow professionals,
both now and as the work progresses.
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SUMMARY

Knowledge of actions is essential for structural safety assessment. Most of the actions are random and
require probabilistic models and definition of load spectra for the structural design and reliability
evaluation. A review of the most important actions is presented, with information about the available data
and probabilistic models now sufficiently tractable for engineering purposes. As an example, the traffic
loads on bridges defined in Eurocode 1 are briefly presented. Finally some indications are given on the
combination of random actions such as temperature and traffic loads on bridges.

RESUME

La connaissance des actions est essentielle pour I'évaluation de la sécurité des structures. La plupart des
actions sont aléatoires et nécessitent des modeles probabilistes de spectres de charge pour le
dimensionnement et I'évaluation de la fiabilité des structures. Un panorama des principales actions
présente données et modeéles probabilistes actuellement accessibles aux ingénieurs. Les charges de trafic
sur les ponts, traitées dans |I'Eurocode 1, fournissent un exemple. Enfin quelques indications sont fournies
sur les combinaisons d'actions comme le vent ou la température avec les charges de trafic.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Die Kenntnis der Einwirkungen ist entscheidend fiir die Bewertung der Tragsicherheit. Die meisten
Einwirkungen sind zufallsverteilt und erfordern Modelle der Wahrscheinlichkeitsrechnung und die Definition
von Belastungsspektren fir die Bemessung und Bewertung der Zuverldssigkeit der Tragwerke. Ein
Uberblick tiber die wichstigsten Einwirkungen stellt Daten und Wahrscheinlichkeitsmodelle vor, die zur Zeit
den Ingenieuren zugénglich sind. Die Verkehrlasten auf Briicken, die im Eurocode 1 behandelt werden,
geben ein Beispiel dafir. Und schliesslich werden einige Angaben zu kombinierten Einwirkungen wie Wind
2oder Temperatur und Verkehrlasten mitgeteilt.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Knowledge and modelling of the actions on structures are a basic step in the
structural safety and reliability assessment. Most of the actions on
structures, either natural or due to human activities, are random and
impossible to forecast. For about 20 years, many research works were
undertaken on probabilistic models of actions, in order to describe and
quantify their occurrences and intensities or to compute the load effects,
stresses and strains induced in the structures. Many papers were published by
the ASCE, WCSE, OMAE, IFIP, Structural Safety, CEB, ICOSSAR and ICASP, IABSE
etc..., and some state of the art reports are prepared by the CIB, Commission
W81 "Actions on Structures" [1.a to 1. ]j].

Then engineers discovered the great advantages of using such probabilistic
models for the design and reliability evaluation of bridges, off-shore
structures, buildings, nuclear power plants, and other structures. Also the
experts who are writing or rewriting the new semi-probabilistic codes, such as
the Eurocodes in the EC countries or the Ontario bridge code, are using such
advanced methods for the calibration of the load models and the partial loads
safety factors. As an example, an accurate definition of the load spectra is
very important for fatigue assessment of bridges under variable vehicular
loads or of off-shore jackets under wave loads.

But if the advanced probabilistic load models, based on the use of random
variables or stochastic processes, are useful for accurate reliability
calculations, such as those made by the FORM-SORM methods to evaluate
B-indices and probabilities of failure, they are not always easy for
engineers, companies, or consultants to use. Common structural design and
checking are by application of codes, which mainly contains conventional load
models. These load models must be well calibrated, with the help of convenient
data and random models, and are often presented as load cases or load spectra.

For a given action and type of structure, the definition of load spectra
generally follows the diagram:

data gathering [——| probabilistic model +——| load spectra (——

—| load effects |——| reliability evaluation ——| load model calibration

2. DEFINITIONS - ACTION CLASSIFICATION AND MODELLING

2.1 Definitions

An action is an external phenomenon that induces stresses or strains in a
structure. It is often expressed by a set of concentrated or distributed loads
which produce load effects. An action is defined by its occurrences, the time
periods of application, its spatial and directional properties, and its inten-
sities. There are normal, abnormal or accidental actions. The correlations
between several actions must be known.

The JCSS and ISO consider, depending on their occurrences:

- permanent actions: the period of application is the whole structure life-
time and the intensity variations are small or rare, and mainly due to
changes in the structure use or affectation (e.g.: dead load).
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- variable actions: the occurrences are discrete, the durations, intensities
and other characteristics vary with time. There are some "high-frequency"
variable actions (wind, wave or traffic loads), and some "low-frequency" or
semi-permanent actions with slow variations (floor live loads, temperature
and snow loads).

- accidental loads: the occurrences are exceptional, unpredictable and almost
unavoidable, and they have short periods of application (e.g.: shocks, fire,
explosions).

From the viewpoint dynamic load effect or structural response, there are:

- static actions: which do not induce significant accelerations in the
structure (snow, temperature, furniture loads),

- dynamic actions: which produce large accelerations, vibrations, or impact
forces in the structure (vehicle loads, earthquakes, wind).

2.2 Classification

Actions on structures may be classified, according to their origin, into:

- environmental actions: these result from natural phenomena, climatic or not,
and are generally very 1little controlled if at all. The main climatic
actions are: wind, snow, ice, rain and water currents, temperature and wave
loads. The others are earthquakes and other ground motions, avalanches, etc.

- actions due to human activities: these result from the use of the structure
and are gnerally at least partially controlled. In this category are:
traffic loads on bridges and pavements, live loads in buildings, fluid
pressures in tanks, etc.

- accidental loads: these result from human error, misuse of the structure or
very exceptional and unpredictable climatic events. The vehicle collisions
on parapets, ship collisions on piers, falling aircraft, explosions, fire,
tornados, typhoons and tidal waves are accidental actions.

2.3 Data and models

2.3.1 General remarks

Knowledge of any action and the definition of load spectra must be based on
both data and models. The data obtained by measurements of samples are
necessary to choose and calibrate the models and to check their hypothesis.
But they are not sufficient in most cases to fully describe an action and its
characteristic values. For a time-variable random action, a set of data only
gives a specified sample time history but does not represents its scattering
and randomness. For example, the famous record of the El Centro earthquake
provides an accelerogram which is very often used for structural design or
checking, but it always reproduces the same frequency spectrum and the same
magnitude and intensity.

In most problems, except for fatigue calculations, the maxima of the loads are
relevant, and these maxima have to be considered over long time periods, close
to the expected structure lifetimes (e.g. 50 to 100 years). It is rare to get
measurements of an action time history over such long periods at the right
location and under the same conditions. And even in such a case it would be
not enough to derive reliable extreme value distributions or far fractiles.
Then it is necessary to build good models based on verifiable assumptions with
parameters which can be fitted on the available data. These data may also be
used to check some of the model assumptions, e.g. by statistical tests.
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2.3.2 Probabilistic models

Most of the common actions and loads on structures are random or may be
considered as random because of lack of knowledge. The probabilistic models
give an account for the statistical uncertainties and make possible the
calculation of mean values, standard deviations, fractiles, probability of
level crossing, extreme value distributions and finally probability of failure
or safety indices. A "good" model must be simple enough to be tractable for
calculations, compatible with the available data - and less informative, i.e.
not create any additional and unverifiable information not included in the
data -, but nevertheless detailed enough to give an account of the physical
properties of the action. Special attention must be paid to the correlations
between various loads, such as wind and waves or temperature and snow, in
order to avoid gross errors in load combinations. In particular a set of n
correlated random variables is only well described by an n-dimensional density
called the cross-correlation probability distribution. The convenient assump-
tion of independence must always be carefully checked.

Random time varying loads are modelled by stochastic processes, generally
stationary, and some of them by random fields if there are significant space
variations to be taken into account. The time-independent loads and some other
loads are represented by random variables, if the time influence may be
removed, above all in static or quasi-static analysis. In this case the load
effects are more easily calculated, with no need for stochastic differential
equations. In this common case, the notion of return period is very useful in
choosing the characteristic load values:

if X1 X2...X are independent random variables with the same law as X (i.e.
. n

are the random samples of X at times 1, 2, ...n), the return period T(x) of
the value x of X is the mean time interval between two level crossings of x by
the Xi. If F(x) is the cumulative distribution function of X, we get:

T(x)=[1—F(x)]_1. If P(Xzx) = p (small) during n time units, we have:

T(x) = -n/[Ln(1-p)] for any X. One must take care not to mistake the return
period T(x) for the reference period n: in this way a 5% upper fractile over

a reference period of 100 years has a return period of about 2000 years!

For most of the actions the characteristic values generally adopted are those
having a return period between 50 and 200 years (climatic actions) and up to
1000 to 2000 years (traffic loads on bridges).

The models of extreme values commonly require the three types of asymptotic
distributions [2]: type I (Gumbel) for exponentially decreasing probability
distribution functions (PDF), type II (Fréchet) for geometrically decreasing
PDFs and the type III (Weibull) for upper-bounded PDFs (maxima). One must be
careful with multiple-peak PDF representing a mixture of several distribu-
tions, as in the case of snow loads in a maritime climate.

2.3.3 Data gathering and use

Some data are necessary to choose the PDF type of any random variable and its
parameters. They may provide the basis for any statistical test of hypothesis,
such as normality (Shappiro-Wilk), the choice of some fitted parameters (chi-
square test) or independence.

For time independent loads, a large enough sample of data may be sufficient to
derive reliable estimators of the characteristic parameters or a PDF. But for
random loads varying with time, stationarity must be first checked; if not,
the seasonal or periodic variations as well as the trends must be removed
before any stationary model fitting. In addition the process must be ergodic
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(i.e. the means on time history samples converge to the statistical mean) in.
order to make the statistical use of the data meaningful. For periodic
actions, the sampling frequency f must be adapted to the smallest period T,

according to Shannon’s rule: fz2/T. A spectral analysis is often useful for
variable actions (wind, waves, earthquakes, traffic 1loads), in order to
identify the stationarity time periods and the frequency peaks of energy. A
spectral representation (by the power spectral density) of the stationary
processes is used in dynamic stochastic analysis (structures under seismic
loads or off-shore jackets in random waves).

In many cases the data must be filtered when recorded to eliminate noise. The
passband of the filter must be matched to the frequencies of the action. The
sensitivity of the recording device must be sufficient and any bias must be
eliminated or corrected. In some cases the samples are truncated and the upper
tails of the PDF may be underestimated!

3. ACTION LOAD SPECTRA

3.1 Definition of a load spectrum

The improper but commonly used term of "load spectrum" means a load distribu-
tion, either derived from a sample or measurements by a statistical analysis
(histogram, fig. 1) or defined by the theoretical or fitted PDF of the load
parameter (e.g. intensity, fig. 2). In both cases, the load spectrum may be
used to simulate randomly a time history of the load (Monte-Carlo simulation)
or to calculate a load effect distribution. It 1is especially useful for
fatigue calculations (steel bridges under traffic loads, Jjackets in waves,
tall buildings under wind load, etc), because the whole distribution of
stresses may contribute to the damage increase. A load spectrum may also be
conventional, instead of being the result of a statistical or probabilistic
analysis. This is the case of the code load models used for structural design
or checking. Some such load models contain a set of load cases, with various
intensities, each modified by a frequency or a probability.
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Fig.1 Histogram of the lorry weights Fig.2 Rayleigh’s PDF of wave heights

An example of a conventional load spectrum is given by the so-called "fatigue
convoys" used for fatigue calculations of steel bridges. A "fatigue convoy" is
a set of a few lorries or concentrated loads, with given gross weights, axle
loads, axle and vehicle spacings and number of passages for each vehicle. For
any sub-structure of the bridge, such as a cross-beam or a stiffener, the
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application of the load spectrum means the passage of the convoy on the bridge
deck, and provides a stress variation time history. The stress cycle amplitu-
des may then be counted by the "rain-flow" method and the fatigue damage or
the expected lifetime of the structure may be computed.

A load spectrum is generally defined by using a large sample of data
(histogram) with a number of classes adapted to the sensitivity of the load
effect considered. But in some cases it is derived from a theoretical model,
in order to simplify the calculations.

3.2 Load spectra of climatic actions

2 Wind loads are applied as pressures on
v .
~ structures. The pressure is proportional to
the square of the wind velocity. The conven-
tional wind velocity is measured at 10 m above
the ground level and increases with altitude.
The peaks of the frequency spectrum are
between 3 s and 10 mn and around 4 days.
Because of the nonstationarity of the wind,
the velocity is described by its mean values
1;; iéhn 1;r 4d;ys > T or maxima over 10 mn to 1 hr periods. These
stationary periods correspond to the lower
Fig.3 Wind frequency spectrum parts of the frequency spectrum (fig. 3). The
velocity PDF is often described by a Weibull
distribution [1.h], and the maxima over 1 to 100 years follow the type I
(Gumbel) extreme distribution. The successive mean values are independent.

The wave loads on an off-shore structure or a sea wall are linked to te wave
heights, which are themselves correlated with the period or wavelength.
Because of the uncertainty on the wave top due to breaking, the upper 1/3
height is considered. For a given period range, a Rayleigh function is gene-
rally adopted as the PDF of this height. During short time periods of about 20
mn, the sea state is considered as stationary, giving a specified parameter a
to the Rayleigh PDF, and the successive wave heights are independent.

3.3 Traffic loads on bridges

The most important design loads for bridges are the traffic loads. They are
quite complex and the definition of load spectra is difficult because of the
randomness of many parameters: vehicle occurrences and spacing, axle loads and
gross weights. The traffic processes are generally nonstationary, correlated
from one traffic lane to the next, and traffic jams or platoons of lorries
occur randomly and often govern the structural design. Theoretical and
numerical approaches and models have been proposed by various authors (CIB,
ASCE, Eurocode) [1.f], [3].

The simplest and most common vehicular load models are built with a set of
random variables; e.g. for a traffic lane: type of vehicle (from a given
silhouette classification), gross weight, axle loads, spacing between vehicles
and traffic flow. Vehicule length, speed, duration of jam, number of lorries
in a platoon, and spacing in congested traffic may also be considered, as well
as the distribution of the vehicles among lane. Correlations between some of
these variables are introduced (gross weight/axle loads/silhouette/vehicle
length; speed/spacing/flow, etc). Some authors have proposed more sophistica-
ted traffic load models using random processes (Poisson and marked Poisson
[4], Markov, renewal Markov [S5]) in order to better describe the space
distribution of the loads.
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Most of these models are based on detailed mesured traffic data recorded by
Weigh-In-Motion (WIM) techniques. Large samples of traffic are now availa-

ble [6] providing sufficient information for model definition and calibration.
Moreover these data are often rich enough (more than 30,000 lorries conti-
nuously recorded on one location) to use them directly for load effect
calculations [7]. The results are then much more accurate than by Monte-Carlo
simulation, especially for short and medium spans.

The PDFs proposed for lorry gross

weights are in most cases

Load |length L| Eurocode (81| TNO (3] bimodal, with normal or Weibull
_ modes. The speed PDFs are often

axle 290 kN 260 kN normal while the spacing PDF is a
tandem —~ 440 410 gamma distribution. From these
models and data, characteristic

triple 530 >80 axle loads and gross weights have
lorry - 925 940 been derived, as well as distri-
EUDL 20 m 47-56 kKN/m | 62 kN/m buted 1?ads on a lane length. Ta-
ble 1 gives some results from (4]

EUDL 50 38-43 36 [8]. Based on the extrapolations
_ of the load effects having a

EUDL 100 e 28 return period of 1000 years, a
EUDL 200 25-36 20 conventional unified 1load model
was built and calibrated for

Eurocode 1 (Bridge 1loading) for
the EC countries [9]. It will
include also some fatigue loads.

Table 1 Characteristic loads with a return
period of 1000 years, slow lane.

3.4 Load combinations

The combination of random actions is a difficult problem because of the
possible correlations, and in any cases because of the very low probability to
observe simultaneous extreme values and the lack of cross-observations. The
codes contain Y coefficients to modify the characteristic values in order to
make load combinations, but they are largely "heuristic". In any load
combination it is important to know the respective variations of each
component, and its frequencies. It is quite easy to combine a permanent load G
with a variable one L: Max(G+L) = G + Max(L). If G is a quasi-permanent load
or a slowly varying one, it is possile to write: Max(G+L) == G’+ Max(L), where
G’ is a frequent value of G.

The load combinations must be studied case by case; for prestressed concrete
bridges the combination of temperature and traffic loads is relevant. The
temperature load (gradient) may be modelled by a sinusoidal function with a
period of 24 hrs and a random amplitude, with a distribution depending on the
season. The combination with the lorry loads is made by adding the bending
moments due to each 1load, because of non-linearities 1in the stress
calculations. A procedure using simulation and traffic records was developed
for a bridge in France [10]. Some correlation exists between these loads, due
to the traffic density peaks which occur at specific times in the day, like
the temperature maxima or minima.

Traffic loads must be combined with the wind load for long cable-stayed or
suspension bridges. This problem becomes more complicated than the previous
one because both loads vary considerabily, at high frequencies. The (negative)
correlation only concerns extreme wind velocities, when traffic restrictions
are imposed for safety reasons.
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SUMMARY

The paper deals with the fatigue reliability analysis of early steel railway girder bridges in India. Available
published data on stress spectrum obtained under actual traffic load and on fatigue tests conducted on
samples of the bridge members are used in the study. Limit state equation is formulated using S-N curve
approach and Miner’s rule. Using level Il method, reliability index of girders, chords etc. are calculated.
It is found that there is a linear relationship between this reliability index and the logarithm of number of
cycles. The developed relationship gives insight in deciding about inspection creteria.

RESUME

Cet article évalue la sécurité 2 la fatigue d’anciens ponts a poutres métalliques des chemins de fer indiens.
Cette évaluation repose sur les données publiées a partir de spectres de contraintes, enregistrés sous les
charges mobiles actuelles, et d’'essais a la fatigue effectués sur des échantillons d’éléments porteurs des
ponts. La capacité portante limite est déterminée a partir du diagramme de résistance a la fatigue et de
la régle de Miner. A I'aide d’une méthode de vérification du 2e degré, I'auteur calcule I'indice de fiabilité
des poutres, des membrures etc. Ce faisant , il démontre |I’existence d’une relation linéaire entre cet indice
et le logarithme des cycles de charge alternée. Cet indice de fiabilité fournit un apergu des moyens de
sélectionner les critéres d’inspection.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Der Beitrag behandelt die Abschatzung der Ermidungssicherheit friher Stahlbalkenbriicken der indischen
Eisenbahnen. Dabei stiitzt man sich auf publizierte Daten von Spannungsspektren, die unter Verkehr
aufgenommen wurden, und auf Ermidungstests an Proben aus Briickentraggliedern. Die Grentztragfahig-
keit wird mittels des S-N-Kurvenansatzes und der Minerregel bestimmt. Mit einem Nachweis der Stufe |l
wird der Zuverldssigkeitsindex von Trdagern, Verbdanden usw. berechnet. Dabei findet man ein lineares
Verhéltnis zwischen diesem Index und dem Logarithmus der Lastwechselzahl, das eine Entscheidungs-
grundlage fir die Inspektionskriterien liefert.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Indian Railways, a large number of rivetted bridges which were built during
the early part of this century are still in service and hence are in use for
more than ninety years. With the increase in the train axle loading and their
frequency of occurrence,these bridges are now subjected to relatively severe
conditions and some of them have shown signs of distress. Even though most of
these bridges have crossed their design life, their replacement with the new
ones is not economically viable. With a rational nethod of evaluation,
inspection and subsequent repair if needed, at regular intervals, their
service life can be further extended at an acceptable risk level. A research
study has been undertaken to develop a general method of reliability based
design and evaluation of railway bridges. Attempts are being made to arrive at
a rationally developed inspection strateqy which would enable the designer to
check about the possibility of service life extension of bridges.

The two key parameters required for any fatique reliability analysis are :

a) the load spectrum or the stress spectrum and

b) fatique test results to establish the S-N curve. Here S stands for stress
range and N for number of cycles.

For getting the load spectrum, field measurements have to be done under actual
traffic conditions for various members of different bridges. For conducting
the fatique tests, samples have to be taken from early steel girder bridges.
An extensive study in this regard has been made by Research, Designs and
Standards Organisation( RDSO )., Lucknow, India, the results being published
as a report [1]. Necessary data for this study has been obtained from this
report.

In this paper, the fatique reliability analysis of Early Steel Girder Bridges
has been presented. Using the results from RDSO report [11, S-N curve
characteristics and equivalent stress range have been computed. A limit state
equation based on Miner's rule has been formulated. Using the Advanced First
Order Second Moment ( AFOSM ) method, the reliability index, /3, has been found
out for various cases,

2.0 ANALYSTS OF RESULTS OF FATTGUE TESTS AND STRESS SPECTRUM

The results of fatique tests and stress spectrum have been taken from
Reference [1].Fatique ftests have been performed on specimens obtained from
early steel girder bridges namely a)Mahanadi bridge b)Netravathi bridge, and
c)Koakhai bridge. The specimens contain five rivet holes and some specimens
with rivets also have been tested. Using the test results, a linear regression
analysis [2] has been carried out to get the S-N curve paraneters. The results
are presented in Table 1.

For most of the structural details, the value of slope of S-N curve, m is
taken as 3 . However the results from Table 1 indicate that the range of m is
0.6954 to 4.6495 . This could be due the variation in chemical composition and
other factors like age of the structure, method of rivet hole preparation,
rivet clamping force ,variation in loads and their frequency etc.. In Table 2,
the computed values of mean and coefficient of variation (COV) of m and K are
given.

Under the actual traffic conditions, stress records have been obtained over a
period of time and then using rain flow [3]1 method of c¢ycle counting stress
histograms are created [1l.For the stress histograms available in Reference
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Sl.No.| Details of the bridge S - N curve parameters
Inverse Intercept K
slope m (in MPa units)

A.Mahanadi bridge
1 Bottom chords ( BC ) 4,649 2.473 E + 15
2 Stringers ( ST ) 1.298 1.518 E + 08
3 Cross girders ( 0G ) 4.522 1.303 E + 15
4 Top chords ( TC ) + BC 1.567 7.518 E + 08
5 End rakers ( ER ) + 2.651 6.233 E + 10
Diagonals ( DG )
ER + DG + TC 2.628 5.380 E + 10
ST + CG 2.370 3.071 E + 10
All members 1.804 1.879 E + 09
B.Netravathi bridge
9 BC + DG + ER 1.033 6.780 E + 06
10 All members 0.695 1.815 E + 06
C.Inter bridge
combinations
11 Cross girders 1.128 8.251 E + 06
12 Bottom chords 1.308 2.467 E + 08
13 End rakers 3.248 1.052 E + 12
Table 1 Linear regression results
Sl.No. Description Mean Coefficient of
variation ( QOV
1 Intercept K 2.906 E + 14 2.575
2 Slope m 2.223 0.578

Table 2 Statistics of S - N curve parameters

[1], equivalent stress range Sre has been computed as follows [4]

P

1/m

2]

(

1

)
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where f.l is the relative frequency of the stress range Si’ m 1is the average

value of slope .The results obtained for various cases are listed in Table 3 .

- Sl.No. Description Sre { MPa ) No. of cycles / day
of bridge
Mahanadi
1 Stringer 17.881 1170
2 Cross girder 20.161 1160
3 Bottom chord 49.109 116
4 Diagonal 25,068 424
Baitarani
5 Stringer 28.144 1217
6 Cross girder 26.135 365
Krishna
Stringer 65.988 1966
Cross girder 74.273 1328
Bottom chord 104.799 188
10 Diagonal 52.831 36

Table 3 Bogquivalent stress range for all members

3.0 LIMIT STATE FORMULATION AND RELIABILITY ANALVYSIS

To carry out the reliability analysis, the limit state equation has to be
formulated. This equation is developed based on Miner's model for cunulative
damage [5].

The cumulative damage, D, is given by

D = zn./N, (2)
i

where nijs the nmuber of cycles of stress range S.1 and Niis the number of
cycles to failure at constant stress range Si.The value of Niis to be chosen
from S-N curve. Failure state is reached when D is equal to one. If summation
is written for each cycle,

D= 3 L/N(S,) (3)

kR

summation being carried out for each cycle. From the S-N curve, the following

relation is written for constant stress range.

1
K=NS (4)
However, for variable amplitude stress range, knowing the stress histogram,
equivalent stress range can be calculated from Eg.l . Hence Eg.3 is written
as
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D = (N/K) 2 sim (5)

Introducing the equivalent stress range, SrP' the above equation reduces to

D = (N/K) (Sre)m ( 6)

Hence the limit state equation is

m

g = D-(N/K) (S_ ) ( 7))
re
and the failure surface equation is
D-(N/K) (s_ )™ =0 (8)
re

The modified form of limit state equation is obtained by taking logarithm on
either side of Eg.6. Thus

log(D K)-m log Srp—log N =0 (98)

is the equation for the failure surface and the modified limit state equation
is

g = log(D K)-m log Srp—log N (10 )

The random variables are D, K and m. The statistics of K and m have already
been fixed and given in Table 3 . Mean value and COV of D, obtained from
Referencel[6], are 1.044 and 0.3 respectively. Having Eq.10 as the limit state
equation, reliability index,f3, is computed for various cases using a program
based on AFOSM nethod. N represents the desired life in oycles. All  the
variables are assumed to be lognormally distributed. The computed values of 3
are presented in Tables 4 and 5 for different bridges.

4.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

In this study, fatigue reliability analysis of early steel girder bridges with
S-N curve approach has been presented. Using the fatigue test results and
stress measurenents obtained from Reference [11, 2 values for various cases
have been presented in Tables 4 and 5 .Table 1 presents the S~N curve
characteristics.,

From Tables 4 and 5, it can be seen that the average value of 2 is around 2
which corresponds to a probability of failure of 2.3 per cent. This average
value of /2 1s the same as proposed by Moses et al [7] for fatigue evaluation
of highway bridges. Bottom chords being the main members of a truss bridge
have a higher stress range than other members and hence there is a reduction
in beta value for these members. However from Table 3, it is observed that the
number of cycles per day for bottom chords is very low when compared to other
members. Tt is also seen that there exists a linear relationship between 2 and
logarithm of number of cycles, N.For various cases, this relationship has been
established and the results of this analysis are presented in  Table 6 . A
Lypical plot of 7 versus log N values for stringer of Mahanadi bridge is shown
in Fig.1l .Considering all the members and bridges together ,  an  average 3
versus log N curve is obtained as shown in Fig.2. .
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Sl. No. No. of cycles Reliability index 3
NX106 Stringer | Cross Bottom | Diagonal
girder | chord
Mahanadi bridge
1 12.81 2.076 2.001 1.517 1.870
2 2.00 2.270 2.194 1.711 2.064
3 1.75 2.283 2.208 1.724 2.072
4 1.50 2.299 2.223 1.740 2.092
5 1.25 2.316 2.240 1.757 2.110
6 1.00 2.338 2.262 1.779 2.132
7 0.75 2.365 2.289 1.806 2.160
8 0.50 2.403 2.327 1.845 2.197
9 0.25 2.466 2.390 1.907 2.260
10 0.10 2.546 2.470 1.987 2.340
Krishna bridge
1 12.81 1.381 1.329 1.186 1.483
2 2.00 1.575 1.523 1.380 1.677
3 1.75 1.588 1.536 1.393 1.690
4 1.50 1.603 1.552 1.408 1.705
5 1.25 1.621 1.569 1.426 1.723
6 1.00 1.643 1.591 1.448 1.744
7 0.75 1.670 1.618 1.475 1.771
8 0.50 1.708 1.656 1.513 1.809
9 0.25 1.771 1.719 1.576 1.872
10 0.10 1.851 1.799 1.656 1.952
Table 4 Value of reliability index for members of
Mahanadi and Krishna bridges
S.No| 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
x206 12.81| 2.00| 1.75] 1.50}( 1.25{ 1.00{ 0.75| 0.50] 0.25{ 0.10
fgr* 1.8057{1.998}2.012|2.027{2.044|2.066|2.093{2.131]2.194|2.274
ST
73
for,|1.846]2.040{2.053{2.068|2.086|2.108{2.135{2.173(2.236|2.316
CG

*

Note: ST~ Stringer; CG- Cross girder

Table 5

7 values for members of Baitarani bridge
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S1.No Description Equation to the line
Mahanadi bridge
1 Stringer 2 =~ 0.2219 logN + 3.6655
2 Cross girder 2= - 0,2219 logN + 3.5895
3 Bottom chord 2 = - 0.2219 logN + 3.1065
4 Diagonal 2 = - 0.,2219 logN + 3.4594
Baitarani bridge
5 Stringer 3= - 0.2220 logN + 3.3939
Cross girder 3 = - 0.2219 logN + 3.4354
Krishna bridge
Stringer 3 = - 0.2220 logN + 2.9706
Cross girder 3 = - 0,2220 logN + 2.9188
Bottom chord 3 = - 0.2220 logN + 2.7757
10 Diagonal 3= - 0.2219 logN + 3.0719
11 All the cases 3 = - 0.2219 logN + 3.2387
Table 6 Relationship between {3 and log N for various cases
2-6I 281
2-5k 2-4)
24r : 2:0 \
x o
o 2.3+ £
£ 31-6
Z2-2f =
2= a
= 212+
B2t ]
&J (0 4
20k 0-8F
. 1 L 1 L J 04 1 1 N 1 1 J
! %PS 530 5.5 60 65 70 75 4S5 50 55 60 65 70 75

Log of cycles

Fig. 1 Relationship between {2 and
log N for stringer of
Mahanadi bridge

Log of cycles

Fig. 2 Relationship between {3 and

log N considering all cases
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From Fig 2 , it can be seen that for a 3 vallée of 2, log N is equal to 5.5,
This gives the number of cycles as =~ 0-3x10°. For the stringer of Mahanadi
bridge undergoing 1170 cycles per day, this would mean that a detailed
inspection has to be done once in every 250 days. Similarly for the bottom
chord of Krishna bridge, the optimum inspection interval would be four years.
Hence if the inspection is accompanied with subsequent repair if needed, the
service life of the member of the bridge could be further extended at a
acceptable risk level . Thus these results provide an insight to the fatique
behaviour of early steel girder bridges and also help in deciding about the
optimum interval for inspection and evaluation . These results also aid in
fixing a target reliability index for the design of steel bridges.
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SUMMARY

Many railway bridges constructed in the last century are still in service today, some having been
repeatedly strengthened to meet to new needs. Regular assessment is an important part of the
management of their future service. An important question concerning these bridges is fatigue. This paper
shows how the probability of failure of construction details can be calculated taking into account the
statistical scatter of certain evaluation parameters. The remaining fatigue life is essentially dependent on
stress range, the structural model adopted for the assessment and the uncertainties of the traffic models.

RESUME

Beaucoup de ponts en acier, construits au siécle passé, ont été renforcés plusieurs fois afin de satisfaire
aux nouvelles exigences. Pour les maintenir en service, ils doivent étre évalués et controlés périodique-
ment. Une question importante est le comportement 2 la fatigue. Cet article présente une méthode pour
calculer la probabilité a la rupture des détails de construction a I’aide d’hypothéses probabilistes. La durée
de service restante dépend essentiellement de la différence de contraintes, de la précision du modéle
statique et des hypothéses sur les incertitudes liées aux charges de trafic.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Viele der heute noch im Betrieb stehenden Bahnbriicken wurden im letzten Jahrhundert erbaut und
teilweise in der Zwischenzeit mehrfach verstirkt, um sie den neuen Bed(rfnissen anzupassen. Im Hinblick
auf eine weitere Nutzung missen sie periodisch beurteilt und kontrolliert werden. Eine wichtige Frage
bildet dabei die Ermidung. In diesem Beitrag wird gezeigt, wie die Versagenswahrscheinlichkeit von
Konstruktionsdetails mit Hilfe von probabilistischen Ansitzen ermittelt werden kann. Die Restnutzungs-
dauer istim wesentlich abhingig von der Spannungsdifferenz, der Genauigkeit des statistischen Modells
und von den Annahmen Uber die Modellunschirfe bei den Verkehrslasten.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Many railway bridges built at the end of the last or at the beginning of the present century
are still in service today. The defined service lifes of these structures have been reached
or even exceeded [1]. Owners and controlling authorities must decide how these bridges
can be used in the future. This involves a re-assessment of structural safety including
fatigue. An example of the evaluation of a riveted bridge built in 1875 is presented in [2].
Other reasons for an assessement of the remaining service life are new service conditions
or changed structural behaviour under service loads.

The method for the assessment of fatigue safety comprises three stages :
1. Identification of critical construction details.

2. Evaluation of fatigue safety by calculation of failure probability.

3. Monitoring of construction details by regular inspection.

assessment of fatigue safety

dentification evaluation monitoring
of of
critical failure
details robabilit details

Figure 1 Method for assessing the fatigue safety of critical construction details

This paper presents a method for assessing fatigue safety, in particular the procedure for
the calculation of failure probability is discussed. The relationship between the calculations
of crack propagation and of damage accumulation is emphasized.

2 METHOD FOR ASSESSING THE FATIGUE SAFETY

The condition of a structure should be monitored by regular inspection throughout its
service life. An assessment of fatigue safety may be required as a result of observations
(displacements, vibration characteristics, corrosion, cracks) or because of changes in
service conditions (increase of axle or uniformly distributed loads) or for legal reasons
when a defined service life is reached. Fatigue safety is mainly dependent on the following
three parameters :

- Applied stress ranges : The applied stress ranges are a function of the service loads
and the structural behaviour of the bridge.

- Geometry of construction details: The stress concentrations caused by the
geometry of construction details and the crack shape may lead to an acceleration of
crack propagation and a decrease in fatigue category.

- Number of stress cycles : The number of stress cycles applied in the past directly
influences the remaining service life of a structure.
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In the method for the assessment of fatigue safety (Figure 1) [1], based on the three
main parameters mentioned above, the following stages are identified assuming that the
bridge to be evaluated has been defined.

STAGE 1 : For the structure to be assessed, the first task is the identification of critical
construction details. In order to identify critical construction details, it is often sufficient to
carry out an expert inspection and an intensive study of the available documents.
Inspection and maintenance reports can be particularly helpful. The critical construction
details can be identified using a deterministic calculation appropriate to current design
methods. In this way, one can derive a list of priorities for later investigations.

STAGE 2 : In this paper a probabilistic method to evaluate the failure probability will be
presented. This approach enables an assessement of fatigue safety that is more
sophisticated than was previously possible.

STAGE 3 : The monitoring of construction details makes it possible to maintain the
structure. To this end, the inspection intervals and techniques need to be selected.

In the following chapter, the discussion is focused on stage 2 relating to the evaluation of
failure probability.

3 EVALUATION OF FAILURE PROBABILITY

3.1 Relationship between crack propagation and damage accumulation
calculations

The calculation of remaining fatigue life is improved by combining the advantages of both
damage accumulation and crack propagation calculations.

The advantages of the damage accumulation calculation, based on fatigue strength
curves (S-N curves, Wohler curves), are : this procedure is widely accepted, many test
results are available and the probability density functions of the fatigue strength of the
construction details are known. In addition, a classification system [3] is available, which is
applicable to frequently used construction details.

The advantage of a crack propagation calculation, based on fracture mechanics, is that
crack propagation for each individual stress range can be calculated. Using this approach
the influence on crack propagation of each stress range can be considered. The important
disadvantage is that the fracture mechanics parameters for the individual construction
details are generally not well known.

Stable crack propagation can be calculated by using a fracture mechanics model
(equation 1), shown in Figure 2. Crack propagation depends on the difference between
stress intensity factors AK, also called stress intensity factor, defined by

AK=Y(a)-Ac-Jr-a (1)

AK :  difference between stress intensity factors (stress intensity factor)
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AK,, :  threshold value of stress intensity
Y(a) :  stress concentration factor

Ac : applied stress range

a : crack size

For a constant stress range Ao, the stress intensity factor AK will increase with increasing
crack size a. In addition, a threshold value can be observed, i.e. a limit below which no
crack propagation will occur. For an applied spectrum of different stress ranges, the
number of the stress ranges which are greater than the threshold limit will increase as the
crack size increases.

On fatigue strength curves (Figure 3) for constant amplitude stress ranges, a fatigue limit
Aoy can be observed, i.e. a limit below which no crack propagation will occur. In the case
of variable amplitude stress ranges, damage will accumulate if a part of the spectrum is
above the fatigue limit. Therefore, the limit below which no crack propagation occurs is no
longer constant but decreases with increasing crack size. This fimit is now called the
damage limit Ac,,, defined by

Aolh = AO’D -(1—D) (2)
Acp :  fatigue limit
Acy, : damage limit
D :  existing damage
| log _g% 1 ' log Ac
3 m N = C*' AO'm
thres@ da m m transition region
— =C-AK" Ac,
K1 . -
dN AO'C fatigue hmltt Ao,
1 / transition region damage |. Ac,,

AKlh log AK NK N c log N

Figure 2 Crack propagation as a function Figure 3 Fatigue strength curve
of the stress intensity factor

The transition region from the threshold to the Paris law in the crack propagation curve
can be described as follows :

da

S=c. (akm - akm) @)
da/dN : crack propagation per stress cycle
C :  crack propagation constant
m 1 slope of the crack propagation curve (Paris law)

By analogy a transition region can also be considered in a damage accumulation
calculation. The point (N, Acy) is a reference point on the S-N curve having a constant
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slope m (Figure 3). The position of the fatigue strength curve is defined by the fatigue
strength Aoc at Ng cycles; this allows the correlation with reference to the detail category
in the tables of the ECCS recommendations [3]. The damage increase per cycle as a
function of the applied stress range Ao is [4] :

di= AGP_AGE'("—D)'" s
AR - Ao -(1-D)™ Nk

(4)

d; : damage increase per cycle

Ao, : applied stress range

Aoy : reference stress range

N¢ . number of cycles to failure for the reference stress range

The damage accumulation calculation with equation (4) can be used to derive the
remaining service life by simulations with an accuracy of 5 to 7 % (according to the
spectrum) with respect to a crack propagation calculation using fracture mechanics. This
corresponds to a significant improvement compared to the fatigue strength curves used
for design. The ECCS [3] and Eurocode classification systems may be used in this
calculation, bringing with them the possibility of calculating the design life on the basis of
the statistics of a large number of fatigue strength tests.

3.2 Evaluation of reliability

The remaining service life depends on the traffic loads used for the simulations. The traffic
load model used accounts for the fatigue effect of service loads on the structure. Traffic in
the past can be represented approximately by the standard UIC (International Union of
Railways) trains [5]. A corresponding model has also been developed for future traffic.
Dynamic coefficients are used for the evaluation of stress ranges for standard trains,
thereby taking into account the dynamic characteristics of the structure and the vehicles.

A simplified standard load, called the fatigue load Q,, multiplied by a dynamic
coefficient @, is used as a reference value. With the fatigue correction factor o, the
relationship between the stress range due to the fatigue model Ac(®-Qs4) [6] and the
damage due to the stress ranges of the traffic model can be established.

Based on simulation calculations, in which the statistical scatter for each parameter is
considered, the statistical distribution of the correction factor p(a) as a function of a given
number of future trains Ny, can be calculated. The distribution of the required fatigue
strength for a construction detail in an existing bridge can be calculated as the product of
the fatigue load stress range and the distribution of the fatigue correction factor [4] :

p(Adreq) = P(e)- AS(® - Qg (6)

Ac(®-Qsy): stress range due to the fatigue load multiplied by the dynamic coefficient

P(Acreq) :  probability distribution of the required fatigue strength

p(c) :  probability distribution of the fatigue correction factor for a given number of
future trains Ny
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Knowing the required fatigue strength, the available strength of a given detail has to be
determined. Probability distributions of the fatigue strength p(Acg) of typical construction
details have been obtained from tests [7, 8]. By comparison of the two distributions, the
probability of failure can be calculated and expressed in terms of the reliability index B :

R-S

p= (8)
\/sﬁ +5§
B :  reliability index
R, S :  mean values of the resistance and the load effect, respectively
SR, Ss : standard deviations of the resistance and the load effect, respectively

Figure 4 shows the relationship between the reliability index p and the number of future
trains Ngyz. For an increasing number of trains, the reliability index B can be seen to
decrease. For a semi-logarithmic scale and using analytically derived expressions for R
and S, this results in a straight line. This simple relationship is very convenient for a
sensitivity analysis of the main parameters.

The number of trains for 1, 20 and 100 years are also identified in Figure 4. For the

assessement of fatigue safety of an existing bridge, the region between 105 and 106 trains
is of most interest. This corresponds to a future service period of between 5 and 25 years.

the parameters with scatter: 10 %

B Assumptions :
°T =0 Qrat) ber of trai d 120
- number of trains per day :
6 | Tyear 40 [N/mm?] - year of construction : 1900
50 - influence length : 20 m
§ 60 - fatigue limit at : 7-108 cycles
4 ~ 20y 100y - coefficient of variation of

104 10° 106 107
Niut

Figure 4 Variation of reliability index with number of future trains

3.3 Sensitivity analysis

Figure 4 shows the influence of the stress range due to fatigue load. Improving the
accuracy of the structural model directly improves the value of the stress range and thus
increases the calculated reliability. Site measurement of bridge behaviour is
recommended for calibration of the structural model. The assumptions of Figure 4 using a
stress range of 50 N/mm?2 will be used for the following figures.
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Figure 5 shows the effect of the fatigue limit. The position of the fatigue limit Acp is
characterised by the corresponding number of cycles Np. The longer a bridge will remain
in service, the more important the determination of Np will be. To this end, the fatigue limit
should be defined for each category of construction detail.

The influence of the year of construction is shown in Figure 6. This parameter is normally
known. The small number of trains at the beginning of this century does not influence the
reliability index. In addition, with increasing number of future trains this parameter is less
important. This means that the same correction factor o can be used for plus or minus 20
years, for the values assumed for Figure 4.

B year of construction :
8 71 1900, 1915
1930
6 | _1945
4]
24
0 108 —— : — 0 - + 1
104 105 106 107 104 10° 10° 107
Nyt Niut
Figure 5 Influence of the position Figure 6 Influence of the year of
of the fatigue limit Np construction
number of trains B
81 per day : 81 0[%]
60 10
6 120 61 15
180
4 ] 4
21 2
0 + +— | 0 + —+ 1
10* 105 108 107 104 105 108 107
Nrut Neyt
Figure 7 Influence of the number Figure 8 Influence of model uncertainty

of trains per day

Figure 7 shows the influence of the number of trains. The number of trains in the past has
been fixed according to a proposal by UIC and is based on the actual number of trains as
a reference value. The figure shows that the number of future trains is significant for less
than 105; for a greater number this parameter has little importance.
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The influence of model uncertainty is shown in Figure 8. The scatter has a significant
effect on the reliability index. When the coefficient of variation increases, the reliability
index decreases. Results are not conservative when the model uncertainty is neglected
(higher values of B). However, it can be seen that the difference for B due to a change of
uncertainty between 10 and 15 % is small. The influence of the model uncertainty
decreases for increasing coefficents of variation and with increasing number of trains.

4 CONCLUSIONS

A method for the evaluation of fatigue safety for existing railway bridges has been

presented. The following conclusions can be made :

- Based on the principles of fracture mechanics and especially on the concept of a
threshold value for crack propagation, a new damage limit for the fatigue strength
curves can be defined. This limit decreases with increasing damage. For calculation
purposes, it is assumed that below this damage limit no crack propagation and
therefore no damage will occur. Based on this assumption a good agreement between
damage accumulation and the more complex crack propagation calculation is obtained.

- The probability of failure can be calculated by comparing the required and existing
fatigue strength. The most important parameters are stress range due to the fatigue
load and the position of the fatigue limit. Of lesser importance are the year of
construction, the year in which service began and the influence length, if it is greater
than 10 m.

The probability of failure can be related to the probability of crack detection [4]. A
construction detail with a theoretical probability of failure below the target value can
remain in service, when the probability of crack detection (based on a given inspection
technique) and the inspection intervals are taken into account.
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SUMMARY

This paper considers the reassessment of the reliability of tubular joints subjected to fatigue load. The
reassessment is considered in two parts namely the task of utilizing new experimental data on fatigue life
to update the reliability of the tubular joint ant the task of planning new fatigue life experiments for the
same purpose. The methodology is based on modern probabilistic concepts amd classical decision theory.
The special case where the fatigue life experiments are given in terms of SN curves is considered in
particular. The proposed techniques are illustrated by an example.

RESUME

L'étude traite d’'une nouvelle estimation de la fiabilité des jonctions tubulaires sous I'effet de charges de
fatigue. La nouvelle estimation est présentée en deux parties: utilisation de nouveaux résultats expériment-
aux de résistance a la fatigue pour une mise a jour de la fiabilité des jonctions tubulaires, et organisation
de nouveaux essais dans le méme but. La méthode est fondée sur la théorie des probabilités et la théorie
classique de décision. L'étude traite spécialement les cas ot des expériences sont présentées sous forme
de courbes SN. Les techniques sont illustrées par un exemple.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Der Beitrag behandelt die Uberpriifung der Zuverldssigkeit ermidungsbelasteter Rohrverbindungen. Dazu
sind zwei Teilaufgaben zu l6sen: Die Verwendung neuen Datenmaterials zu ihrer Ermidungsdauer und die
Planung neuer Ermidungsversuche zu eben diesem Zweck. Die Methoden basieren auf modernen
Konzepten der Wahrscheinlichkeitstheorie und auf klassischer Entscheidungstheorie. Der Fall, dass
Versuchsdaten alks S-N-Kurven vorliegen, wird gesondert behandelt. Die vorgeschlagenen Verfahren
werden an einem Beispiel erldutert.
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1. Introduction

Engineering structures subjected to environmental conditions such as time varying loading
and corrosion will fail when the accumulated damage of the structure reaches a certain critical
level. When a structure is designed and its design is adjusted such that the target safety of
the structure is maintained throughout its design lifetime. This is obtained either through
classical code based design or using modern probabilistic concepts. Typically, however, for
engineering structures the original use of the structure or the initial design conditions is
changed several times before it is taken out of service. Such changes are e.g. a prolongation
of the design lifetime, changes in the loading conditions, but also imposed accidental damage
conditions have similar effects. In such cases it may be necessary to justify that the structure
is capable of fulfilling its requirements in terms of safety, i.e. to reassess the structural
safety. For this purpose information about the actual state of the structure is collected. Such
information obviously includes the damage state of the structure, but also information about
other important characteristics of the failure modes of the structure. Important examples
hereof are material parameters, loading characteristics and geometry. The collection of such
information can be rather expensive and cumbersome as is e.g. the case of inspection planning
for offshore structures or in the case of material fatigue life testing. Therfore, it is mandatory
to have access to a methodology which provides a rational decision basis on how to collect
such additional information taking into account the economic aspects. The framework of
modern reliability theory, see e.g. Madsen et al. [1] and classical decision theory, see e.g.
Raiffa & Schlaifer [2] provides such a tool. The scope of the present paper is to present this
tool and to illustrate its application in the case where the safety of a structure subjected
to fatigue failure is reassessed using additional fatigue life experiment data. Two different
cases of reassessment are considered, namely the case where the reliability of a structural
component subject to fatigue failure is updated using new fatigue data and the case where a
new experiment is planned for reassessment.

2. Experiment Planning as a Decision Tool

The use of experimental data for the purpose of modelling is recognized as one of the most
important tools in the design of engineering structures, see e.g. Ditlevsen {3]. Typical exam-
ples hereof are the estimation of material characteristics such as yield stresses and modulus
of elasticity, but experimental results are also used for the estimation of parameters in para-
metric equations such as fatigue crack growth models. In the past experiments have normally
been performed such that the uncertainty associated with the measured quantity is adjusted
to some specified acceptable range, see Viertl [4]. These methods disregard economic aspects
and the actual engineering application where the statistics of the considered quantity are
used. Experiment planning was i.e. seen as an isolated problem.

The increasingly accepted application of modern probabilistic methods suc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>