
Zeitschrift: IABSE reports of the working commissions = Rapports des
commissions de travail AIPC = IVBH Berichte der Arbeitskommissionen

Band: 26 (1977)

Artikel: Closing remarks

Autor: Fox, G.F.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-21525

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 02.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-21525
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


198 4

Closing Remarks
Remarques finales
Schlussbemerkungen

G. F. FOX
Partner
Howard, Needles, Tammen & Bergendorff
New York, USA

The lesson learned at this session was clearly that to transfer engineering technology

or architecture to developing countries. It is a must to take into account the
local character including the country's culture and heritage, environment and
socioeconomic conditions. In addition knowledge of the local construction practices and
availability of the local labor force is essential.

As Dr. Khan has so well illustrated Architecture must not be neutral but should
have a local character of its own by taking into account the above local parameters

Mr. Henderson has made a new and interesting suggestion to limit the size of cities.
He also advocates that new housing be designed for only a 20 year live. This
housing could be erected fast and could be mass produced economically. Since the life
could be short there could be no inhibiting of future growth and development.

I agree with Mr. Henderson's remark that bridges should be designed to facilitate
handling the heavy loads required for the factory and power plant installations in
developing countries.

Above all, design must be simple; sophisticated existing building systems from
developed countries must be adapted or designed anew. Very basic maintenance techniques

must be employed and good training and education of the local maintenance
force is necessary.
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