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Final Speech

Discours final

Schlusswort

B. THÜRLIMANN
Professor of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology

in Zurich
President of Working Commission 111

Mr. Chairman; Ladies and Gentlemen:

I can say I got your message. I think we all are ready to go home. I am

therefore not going to present a long summary of our technical sessions. First
of all we realize we have designed columns in the past and will design columns
in the future regardless of the outcome of our Symposium. What then was the use
of the Symposium? I would answer we have assembled the state of art on a truly
international basis. Therefore we should be able to write better specifications
and also to design more reliable or more economical columns.

Concerning the future work of Working Commission III, I would be very grateful
if any of you had suggestions for topics that could be treated by Working

Commission III in the field of reinforced and prestressed concrete.

As I already said in my introductory remarks, a Symposium like this is mostly
run by a committee, but one man has done the work and that was Professor Schneider.
He was not only directing the affairs here, behind the scene and before the screen
I should say. He was also pushing me in Zurich, once in a while, when I did not
write the proper letter or did not act in a sufficiently speedy manner. He really
was the heart of this Symposium and I would like to express to him our sincere
thanks.

I would also like to thank the technical personnel of the Laval University.
I do not have the name of the chief technician but he has done an excellent job,
he was always on duty and everything worked out just fine. He therefore deserves
our special appreciation.

I thank finally all of our participants. I hope and I am sure you all enjoyed
the stay here in Quebec like I did. I wish you a happy return, I can say, to all
continents of the globe.

Mesdames, Messieurs,

Pour rendre hommage à nos amis du Québec, je terminerai en français. Nous
avons eu la chance de passer quelques jours mémorables à Québec. Ils n'étaient
pas seulement mémorables du point de vue technique, mais aussi du point de vue
humain. Nous avons été reçus par nos hôtes québecoix avec une cordialité qui
nous a mis tout de suite à l'aise. Je remercie nos hôtes et particulièrement
M. Giroux et ses collègues de leur organisation impeccable. Ils étaient supportés
admirablement par le charme de leurs épouses.

Nous avons tous fait de nouvelles connaissances, et cet aspect humain donne
une importance au moins égale aux contacts techniques et scientifiques que nous
avons faits ici pendant ces jours.
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