
Zeitschrift: IABSE reports of the working commissions = Rapports des
commissions de travail AIPC = IVBH Berichte der Arbeitskommissionen

Band: 4 (1969)

Artikel: Some remarks concerning the introduction of Mr. G.R. Mitchell on
"Loading on buildings"

Autor: Ligtenberg, F.K.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-5930

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 25.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-5930
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Ill

Some remarks concerning the introduction of Mr. G.R. Mitchell
on "loading on buildings"

F.K. LIGTENBERG
Holland

1) Exceptional loads occur in many cases only during a very
short time (a few hours). Examples are moving of furniture,
people gathering for a reception, fire, repair activities.
It seems very improbable that these loads will be found in
an inspection in a certain number of office blocks or
something like that. This means, that the imagination of the
man who does the research (or of the designer) must be
directed towards visualising exceptional circumstances.
Much can be learned from case studies where something has
gone wrong.

2) It seems a good idea to control circumstances in some way.
This would mean however, that we as structural engineers
have the task to give good information (understandable for
people without technical knowledge) to the users of a building.
For a washing machine this is quite conventional, for a
building not!

3) Partitions form a considerable part of dead weight loads.
Ve ought not to introduce these as "uniform" loads without
taking aocount of their structural action.

4) Point loads are very important for the right dimensionering
of details of a structure (e.g. holes in floors).
An "equivalent" uniform load on a small floor area is a
point load.
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