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Department of Bridges of the Ministry of Transport and Public Works in the Netherlands
Bridges at Moerdijk, Spijkenisse and Keizersveer
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INTRODUCTION
The old Moerdijk bndge bu.lt in 1936 and crossing the Hol

landsch Diep was no longer capable ol handlmg nowadays
traffic The mimslry of Transport and Public Works therefore
decided to replace the old bridge by 10 steel bridge spans,
each 100 metres long and 42.9 metres Wide

View ol the old Moerdijk bndge with it) ten spans
Between April 1 976 onri Janu3ry 1978 this view
chanqed approxtmaiely every two and a hall months
when one o< the old spans was replaced with a new
section. The piers of the fini bridge could be maintai
ned to support the new bridge section

2 Assembly yard for weld
mg steel compont-nts into
sections of 100 metres

3 An old span is removed.
using a floating structure
and tugs

Thi' old span of the Moerdijk bridge is temporanly moored on ihe

Hollanrisch Diep

Even at night the work conttnued.

The difference between the old and new section is striking

The last span almosi on its destmation November 26th. 1977

v bndge as completed in 1978

The lloating Itructun and tr

front of the gap.

They are then manoeuvred into posilion Ijeiween the piers

After the span is correctly posmoned the lanks of the floating struclure
are flooded and tht> new section drops slowly into place On April 3ul
1976 ihB firsl change of seenons wa^ completed

The old spans. auailalile after then replacement were In Uli i

useri to replace 2 other biidges Four spans weru used to build a

new vertical lilt bridge ai Spijkenisse spannmq the Old MCUH

river The remainmg 6 spans were used for a new bridge at

Kei/eisveer. spanning the river Bergsche Meuse

Old and new Spi|kemsser bndge
Old and new bndge at Keuersveer
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