
Zeitschrift: IABSE congress report = Rapport du congrès AIPC = IVBH
Kongressbericht

Band: 12 (1984)

Artikel: Bhima aqueduct, Maharashta, India

Autor: Alimchandani, C.R. / Jagus, P.J. / Padalkar, J.S.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-12252

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 31.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-12252
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


1108 II - POSTERS

Bhima Aqueduct, Maharashtra, India

CR. ALIMCHANDANI P.J. JAGUS J.S. PADALKAR
Chairman & Manag. Dir. Director Princ. Consult
STUP Consultants Ltd STUP Consultants Ltd STUP Consultants Ltd
Bombay, India Bombay, India Bombay, India

Bhima Aqueduct is part of a major irrigation scheme comprising a gravity dam,
reservoir, canals and distributories. The 947 m long aqueduct is designed to
carry 42.5 cumecs of water across Bhima, a perennial river in the State of
Maharashtra, India.
To maximise hydraulic and structural efficiency, a truncated circular cross
section was chosen over the conventional rectangular section. This choice
resulted in the following advantages:

The hydraulic mean radius of the section was increased to 1.43 m compared
to 1.0 m in the original design.
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This resulted in a reduced waterway of 13.80 m compared to 18.0 m in the
original design, the discharge and slope remaining the same.

The reduced waterway section decreased the water load by as much as 23 %.

Transversal effects were reduced mainly to membrane forces easily taken
care of by transverse prestressing.

The spans were made continuous over 4 or 5 supports achieving substantial
reductions in design moments.

The efficient cross-section, continuity of the structure and use of longitudinal
and circumferential prestressing resulted in a reduction of the concrete

section by as much as 55 %. This led to a reduction in dead load on the
substructure which enabled use of tapering hollow R.C.C. piers filled with
plum concrete, instead of solid concrete piers.
The use of scaffolding was not desirable due to the presence of running water
and the height of some of the piers which rise to over 40 m. Therefore, the
cantilever construction method using precast matchcast voussoirs was applied.
The voussoirs in 3.26 m length were produced in a casting yard located at site.
Specially designed shuttering was used consisting of trolleys, external side
shuttering and internal shuttering. To facilitate early release of voussoirs
from the casting yard, 50 % of the transverse prestressing force was applied
at the end of 3 days. Special equipment was designed to handle the voussoirs
in the casting yard. After curing, the voussoirs are taken to the site and
lifted with specially designed cantilever lifting equipment which has cradles
to facilitate application of epoxy glue and prestressing force to the aqueduct.
A steel gangway is utilized to shift the cantilever lifting equipment from
a completed span to the next span to save the time taken in dismantling
shifting and subsequently reassembling the equipment on the next pier. The
key segment of 1.9 m length is cast-in-situ for which the shuttering is
supported from the already constructed arms of the tube.

This project serves as an example of the application of advanced technology,
suitably adapted to the environment, to create an efficient, economical and
aesthetically pleasing structure.



BHIMA AQUEDUCT, MAHARASHTRA, NMA

42.5 cumecs; 947 m long, 41.5 m continuous spans.
3.75 m roadway Truncated circular cross section 4.8 m
dia. Constructed by cantilever technique using epoxy
glued precast matchcast voussoirs prestressed
longitudinally and circumferentlally

Efficient. economic aesthetic structure Integral with
environment achieved by appropriate design and
specially devised construction techniques .ind
equipments.-->l •

Piers with saddles and external diaphragms
—Cast in situ segment on pier-second from right
—Cantilever lifting equipment.

~ m.

Tnm

;" 4 Shuttering for Voussoirs
Voussoir partially
prestressed to release
troliey

1 5 Specialty designed
.SH, I«. ^--Jl.
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