
Zeitschrift: IABSE congress report = Rapport du congrès AIPC = IVBH
Kongressbericht

Band: 9 (1972)

Artikel: Discussion of the paper "Continuous composite beams for bridges"  by
J.W. Fisher

Autor: Johnson, R.P.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-9654

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-9654
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


IIa

Discussion of the paper "Continuous Composite Beams for Bridges" by
J.W. Fisher

Discussion de la contribution "Continuous Composite Beams for Bridges"
par J.W. Fisher

Diskussion des Beitrages "Continuous Composite Beams for Bridges" von
J.W. Fisher

R.P.JOHNSON
England

The information provided by J.W. Fisher and his co-authors on the stiffness
of the negative moment region of a continuous beam is most welcome. The existing
British design method for continuous composite bridge beams (CP 117 : Part 2)

distinguishes clearly between assumptions to be made about stiffness, for the
purpose of calculating longitudinal moments, and assumptions to be made about the
stress distribution at a cross-section.

It is not clear in the present paper whether the conclusion that Ci can be
taken as 0.6 refers only to equivalent stiffness, from which bending moments can
be deduced, or to the calculation of reinforcement-bar stress also. It would
seem logical to calculate this stress neglecting concrete in tension altogether,
in order to satisfy the equilibrium condition at a cross-section where there is
a crack.

The authors show that stiffness decreases as load increases, as one would
expect. Has it been established whether stiffness in service depends on the
current load level or on the maximum load level previously reached? If the
latter, which seems the more likely, then one would presumably base fatigue
calculations on the moment distribution found using stiffnesses corresponding to
maximum working load. If that load were never reached, the moments and hence the
loads on connectors in the negative moment region would be higher than
calculated, which could reduce fatigue life. Another problem is shrinkage. Is any-
thing known about its influence on stiffness of negative moment regions? It is
possible that predictions of loads on connectors and stresses in reinforcement in
service may still be quite inaccurate.
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