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Rectangular staircases without beams
Balkenlose Treppen mit rechtwinkligen Grundriss
Escaliers rectangulaires sans poutres

Escadas rectangulares sem vigas

FERRY BORGES
Research Engineer
Laboratério Nacional de Engenharia Civil
Lisbon

1. Introduction

The most varied calculation methods have been adopted for the
design of staircases consisting of rectangular flights and landings not
supported by beams (%).

Besides the difficulties inherent in the calculations of plates, there
is the further difficulty of defining the degree of support imparted
to the flight and landing slabs by their intersection. The displacements
of the intersection lines depend on the behaviour of the structure as
prismatic.

Some results are presented of tests carried out on a plastic model
and a reinforced concrete prototype. The main objective of the tests
was to obtain information about the behaviour of this type of structures
and so to be able to judge the calculation methods adopted.

The present case is considered to be another of the many examples
demonstrating the advantages derivable from experimental studies, on
both models and prototypes. In fact, the experimental methods not only
supply information relative to the particular case studied, but, when
suitably interpreted, furnish the necessary elements for judging the exis-
ting theories and the basis for establishing new calculation methods. This
is of the greatest interest, in view of the limitations of the general theories
which usually only give the solution of pratical problems when supple-

(') Zuchsteiner, W.— «Treppen» — Beton Kalendar, Zweiter Teil, Wilhelm Ernst und Sohn, Ber-
lin, 1953. Krysztal, A.-— «The Design of Staircases» — Concrete and Constructional Engineering,
Vol. xL1x, N.© 7, London, July 1954,
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mented by further hypotheses. Experiment suggests these hypotheses
and allows their evaluation.

It is often verified that forecasts made before tests, even when
made by experienced engineers, are as a rule invalidated by the experi-
mental results.

These remarks apply, above all, to constructions that differ from
the conventional ones because, for the latter, the experience accumulated
often allows perfectly satisfactory forecasts to be made. This is only
natural as for these constructions the stage for comparing the calculation
methods with the actual behaviour of the structure has been passed.

2. Experimental studies

The experimental studies undertaken were made on a model and
a prototype.

The model of methyl metacrilate (perspex), fig. 1, represented a
staircase of the type shown schematically in fig. 2, to a scale of 1/20.

FiG. 1. Model to a
scale 1/20

The numbers shown in fig. 2 indicate the dimensions of the model in
centimeters. The model test consisted in the application of vertical
forces and the measurements of displacements and strains at diffe-
rent points.

Table 1 gives some results obtained when applying concentrated
vertical forces. Note that in spite of having sought to give a considerable
horizontal rigidity to the model, this, when subject to vertical loads,
underwent horizontal displacements which cannot be considered negligible.

Fig. 3 shows two of the influence surfaces of the bending moments.
These surfaces were determined for 18 sections, by applying concen-
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trated forces at different points and measuring the strains at thessections
under study. Another test was carried out (fig. 4) in which a uniform
load was applied. The deformation obtained is shown in fig. 5.

Fi1G. 2. Staircase studied
on model
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Fic. 3. Influence surfaces of the bending moments at two sections

The reinforced concrete staircase tested was of the type shown
schematically in fig. 6. The landings were 20 cm thick, the flights 25 cm
approximately and the rest of the dimensions are given in meters
in fig. 6. As there was a guard which imparted considerable rigidity
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to the stair it was decided to make concentrated load tests bafore and
after removal of the guard along line 17, 21 in the intermediate flight.

Fig. 7 shows the deformations obtained after removal of the guard
for concentrated loads and uniform loads applied on zone (18, 19, 23, 24)

Fic. 6. Reinforced concrete
staircase studied on prototype

and on the shaded zone (fig. 6). Attention is called to the considerable
asymmetry of the deformations in relation to landings (17, 18, 19, 20) and
(21, 22, 23, 24) which will be explained further on.

Fig. 8 gives a view of the application of the uniform load.

3. Calculation methods

The general theories of elastic calculation which are available cannot
be applied directly to the structures concerned. The theory of plates
makes it possible to study the separate behaviour of the flights or lan-
dings, but in order to be used it is necessary to know the boundary condi-
tions which are not known, principally along the intersection lines.
In fact the vertical displacements of these lines are partly impeded by
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the behaviour of the structure as prismatic (forces in the plane of the
plates), but, the behaviour in this way imparts considerable horizontal
forces which at times cannot be absorbed.

In this case, the vertical displacement of the intersection lines can
increase in relation to what they would be when calculated on the basis
of the structure being prismatic and assuming that supporting points
in the wall cannot move horizontally.

Considering a vertical force applied to the intersection line (fig. 9),
this force will resolve itself in accordance with the planes of the plates
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F16. 7. Displacements
7 ' measured during the
test of the reinforced
it ¢ — 4 —— s — 4 . = . ittt = . — = ——— % — . ——— 8 ——— 4 & —— — —" o — "
! R — concrete staircase
0 1mm 2mm

~———  COMPLETE UNIFORM LOAD OF 600 kgni?2
———— UNFORM LOAD ON (18,19, 23,24) OF 600kgm?
---+---  CONCENTRATED LOAD ON 21 OF 1500 kg
-~  CONCENTRATED LOAD ON 17 OF 1500 kg

and assuming that the points of the plates at the supports cannot
undergo horizontal displacements, the vertical displacements of the
intersection line can be calculated approximately from some simple hypo-
theses. It is considered that intersection lines remain straight and that
the maximum stresses are constant along lines connecting the intersections
to the supports.

Calculating, for the model of fig. 1, the displacements due to the
application of a concentrated load of 10 kg at the intersection, in accor-
dance with the above scheme, a displacement of 0.12 mm is obtained
whilst the measured displacement was 0.20 mm. It is of interest to note
that in the calculation the points of the other landings are assumed not
to undergo deflection, which however is not borne out experimentally,
as can be seen from Table I.
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For the concrete staircase, the application of a concentrated load
at the intersection (point 21, fig. 6), when considering the structure
as prismatic results in a calculated vertical displacement of point 21
of 0.03 mm.

The hypothesis of the structure behaving prismatically implies
considerable horizontal forces, and whenever the structure cannot absorb
these forces, horizontal displacements take place, which result in consi-

Fi1c. 8 Application of the
uniform load

derable vertical displacements of the intersection lines. Thus for example
in the case of the landing (21, 22, 23, 24) of the staircase of fig. 6 when
applying a vertical force in 21, forces are developed having horizontal
components which tend to impose horizontal displacements of the
supports corresponding to a clockwise rotation of the landing slab.
These horizontal displacements result in vertical displacements of the
intersections. In order to calculate these last displacements the scheme
given in fig. 10 can be taken and torsional rigidity and bending moments
due to the connection to the wall can be ignored, only taking into
consideration the bending in a vertical plane.
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When the calculation is made in this way for a concentrated load
qf 1500 kg a vertical displacement of 0.40 mm was obtained, which"
is near the measured displacement of 0.31 mm, and much greater than
the dlsfp'laoem-ents computed when the structure is considered prismatic
and joined to fixed points (0.03 mm).

The fact of the displacements of landing (17, 18, 19, 20) being
much less than those of landing (21, 22, 23, 24) is explained by its
rigid connection to the body of the building.

The above results show that it is very diffficult to obtain a horizontal

rigidity which would give vertical displacements of the intersections
equal to those calculated when taking the structure as prismatic.

F1G6. 9. Displacements of the
| prismatic structure

Even so, when the deformability of the staircase is small for the
horizontal forces the vertical displacements of the intersection lines
between flights and landings are also small, and it would be justifiable
to assume that these intersection lines function as indeformable supports
in relation to the deformability of the slabs under bending. Such a
hypothesis favours safety for negative bending moments at the inter-
sections but is unfavourable for safety for positive bending moments in
the middle of the flights.

When the deformability of the intersection lines is large, due to
possible horizontal displacements, it becomes necessary to estimate
this deformability and take it into consideration when designing the
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slabs. Note, for example, that in the case of the staircase of fig. 6,
in spite of the important deformability of the intersections, they contri-
bute considerably towards reducing the positive bending moments in
the flights.

4. Conclusions

The above considerations show that the difficulty of designing
staircases without beams derives from the interaction of three types

i A

s 5
2kl

F1G. 10. Influence of horizon-
tal displacements

of behaviour; as a plate, as a prismatic structure and in bending under
the action of horizontal impulses acting on the flight and landing slabs.

In order to solve the problem it is of interest, above all, to deter-
mine the vertical deformability of the intersections, as once this is known,
the problem can be solved with satisfactory approximation. This
deformability depends not only on the geometry of the structure itself
but also on the rigidity of the structure to which it is connected.

The considerations given are based on the criteria of elastic cal-

culation. It is considered to be of interest also for this type of structure
to develop methods of limit design.
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In the case of the deformability of the intersection being small in
relation to the deformability of the slabs, it should be possible to adopt
a limit design for the latter assuming that the intersections behave as
fixed supports. However, the value of such a method can only be proved by
experiments planned for this purpose but which it has not been possible
to carry out.

The author wishes to acknowledge the colaboration given by Mr. Arga
e Lima in the studies related to this paper and by Mrs. Maria Emilia
Campos e Matos and Mr. Jodo Madeira Costa who carried out the
model and prototype tests respectively.

TABLE 1
Forces Displacements

:\].!b’l?lii?"al(i);ll V:I{;c Porut Dirertion \vl(;llll:i" -

12 10 12 7 7 —0.20

13 X X -£-0.01

16 X X -0.03

9 7 7 —0.07

6 and 9 10 6 and 9 Z oz —0.21

13 X X - 0.03

16 X X —0.02

12 7 7 —0.09

3 z 7 -—0.05

3 10 3 Z 7 —0.10

6 4 7 —0.03

SUMMARY

The results of model and prototype tests on rectangular staircases
composed of slabs without beams are presented.

Design methods of this type of stairs are discussed. Such discussion
is based on the interpretation of the experimental results. It is shown
that to solve the problem it is especially important to determine the
vertical deformability of the intersection line of the flight and landing
slabs.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Die vorliegende Arbeit enthilt die Ergebnisse der Modell- und Proto-
typversuche an Treppen rechtwinkligen Grundrisses, bestehend aus nicht
von Balken getragenen Platten. Auf Grund dieser Daten werden Ver-
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fahren besprochen welche zur Bemessung von Bauwerken dieser Bauart
angewendet wenrden.

Dabei zeigt es sich, dass es besonders darauf ankommt, die lotrechte
Verformung der Schnittlinien der Treppenlaufe und -podeste festzustellen.

RESUMO

Apresentam-se os resultados de ensaios sobre modelo e sobre proté-
tipo de escadas de planta rectangular constituidas por lages nio apoiadas
em vigas.

Discutem-se, a partir da interpretacio dos resultados experimentais,
os métodos de cilculo de estruturas deste tipo. Mostra-se que para
resolver o problema interessa sobretudo determinar a deformabilidade
vertical das linhas de interseccido entre as lages dos patins e dos lances.

RESUME

On présente les résultats d’essais sur modéle et sur prototype
d’escaliers, rectangulaires en plan, constitués par des dalles non appuyées
sur des poutres.

Les méthodes de calcul de ce type d’escalier sont discutées en se
fondant sur l'interprétation des résultats expérimentaux. On montre que,
pour résoudre le probléme, il importe surtout de déterminer la déformabi-
lité verticale des lignes d’intersection des dalles des paliers avec celles
des volées.

17
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Design of shells based on the experimental determination
of funicular surfaces

Schalenbemessung durch experimentelle Darstellung
der Seilflichen

Dimensionamento das capulas a partir do tracado experimental
das superficies funiculares

Dimensionnement des coupoles minces d’apres le traceé
experimental des surfaces funiculaires

J. F. LOBO FIALHO
Lisbon

1 — Introduction

In the structural theory of shells, membrane equilibrium is defined
as an abstraction of the static equilibrium of a shell obtained exclusively
by means of forces contained on a plane tangent in every point to its
middle surface, that is, by means of normal forces (compressive and ten-

sile) and shear forces.

Let » and p denote two parameters by means of which the position
of a point P on the surface of a membrane can be defined so that the
equations A = const. and p = const. are two families of lines on the surface

(Gauss).
The square of the line element is expressed by

ds2 =22 d)2+ 2 du?=ds,2 + dsy’ (1)
where 2 =2 (). p) and B=§ (. u).
The equations of equilibrium of a surface element of sides ds,, ds,,

ds,;, ds,, are obtained by making equal to zero the forces and moments
acting on the element considered.
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It is established in the Differential Geometry () that:

dsy=1F du
dsg=a d2
(2)
dsg= (L +— dﬁ dl) dw
da
Hence angles 6 and ¢ (fig. 1) are:
6_ dso — dsy . 1 o« 1
dsy 16 ()!J-
3)

dsg—dsy 1 46

4

( l.\'v_) x d)
With the same stress notations as in the theory of plates(?) the inter-

nal forces on the edges of the element N; N, and N, ju are in equilibrium

with the external forces of components P,, P and P, per unit of area.
Resolution of the forces in the directions of the line element ds, yields:

o (N
—N, Edp+N; dp+ &)—d/ (lu—’\')# 2 (”'+N)\u. 22
6(1\')‘“&
'1,—-—()' oA ()u—\ dep.—\ 52+ Py o fdr dp=0
.

since the area of the element can be taken to be x8 d x d p.
A similar equation is obtained for the equilibrium of forces in the
direction of the line element ds,. Elimination of 6 and » by means of"

equations (3) and simplification of results, yields the equations for shear
forces:

oN oN '
£ i + s +XN, i —+2 N, ﬂ—\v x =0
3 o Y PR (4)
N oN — ;
‘U. U. e d/ o .u

(*) W. C. Graustein — «Differential Geometry» — The Macmillan Company, New York, NY 1935,
() Timoshenko — Theory of Plates and Shells—Mc Graw-Hill Book Company, Inc. New York, 1940.
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Let R, and R, be the principal radii of curvature of the surface
and OXYZ a rectangular system of co-ordinates connected to each point
of the membrane so that OZ has the direction of the normal to the
lines of principal curvature x,, p,, Fig. 2.

N, K
/v;‘o(dh*b—L dxdu

9

N, Bdu

F16. 1. Membrane equilibrium

The equilibrium equation in the direction of the normal to the
surface at the point takes the following well-known form:

N, N
o >

/.0+ —1
R, © Ry " ®)

These 3 equations (4) and (5) allow to evaluate the state of stress
of a thin shell whatever, under a given field of forces, as they contain
but three unknowns, N;, N, and N, (tensile forces).

2 — Funicular surfaces

It is easy to demonstrate that any structural surface can be in
membrane equilibrium under a given field of forces but, as a rule this
equilibrium is not funicular, i. e. the shell will be subject to compressive
and tensile normal forces that will vary from point to point so as to
achieve a static equilibrium between the internal shell forces and the
external acting forces. In other words, this means that middle surfaces
can be chosen for the shell such that under the acting field of forces,
all the internal stresses will be of the same sign-all compressive or all
tensile stresses. Such surfaces, called funiculars of the field of forces
given, have important structural properties and are of great interest
for Building Engineering.

Indeed if the middle surface of a very thin plain or slightly rein-
forced concrete shell is shaped as an anti-funicular surface of the acting



262 IIa2. J. A. LOBO FIALHO

forces a structure is obtained taking the maximum advantage of the
strength of this building material. If, on the contrary, the material is
steel the structural surface should receive the form of the funicular
;urf'ace of the acting forces, if steel properties are to be used to the
ullest.

In truth, all the builders have had this purpose intuitively in
view with a more or less perfect degree of theoretical approximation,

z |

Y

Fi1G. 2. Lines of curvature of a surface

what is seen in the predominant structural forms in use in all times.

Choosing at a point P a co-ordinate system i,, p,,z,, Whose
z, — axis is normal to the shell surface and assuming the membrane
to be uniformly stretched in all directions and N)‘O =N w, = const.,

the differential equation of the funicular surface may be written :

1 1 PZo
— = (6a)
RI + R][ ¢d
c—&il—.}.alh =0 (6b)
9% ho |
d ,
7a—+ﬁpu =0 (6c)
op co

in which py ,p, ,p,, are the components of the uniformly distributed

load along the %,, u, and z, axes, d the shell thickness at the point in refe-
rence and ¢ the constant stress in the funicular surface (tensile stresses).

¢>< d =N = const.

The load being uniform and hydrostatic, equations 6b and 6c disappear
and taking as approximate values of the membrane curvature the second
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order derivatives of the deflections z, of the funicular surface in relation
to the OXY plane, the following equations are obtained:

1 _ 2z
R] ()X2
1o
Ru (>y‘3

which substituted in (6a) yield:

0%z , 022 P

ox?  9y? N

(7

It is thus seen that even in this particular case the determination
of a funicular surface calls for the integration of Poisson’s equation

vii==1 (x. v) (®)

Funicular surfaces have properties in respect to plates similar to
those of the funicular curves in relation to beams.

Th . lik bz p o d*e M and a2 M —
us expressions fike ' AT T EI dx® | R Ix?
oy M
are equivalent to ¢4 ¢=— FI; 3L == — ¥ andy2 M- - p for plates,
«4p <dtp
ed My My

provided that in the latter I, = and M —

12 (1 —2) 1+
Thus, it is seen, that as in the case of beams and arches, laws could

be obtained for plates and shells connecting the shape of the funicular

surface with the bending and twisting moments acting on the shell.

3 —Search for a funicular surface by experimental means

Scholars have always found that the search for the most adequate
constant strength structural forms for certain types of acting forces
is an exciting subject. Among other valuable works, mention should be
made of a thesis presented at the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences in 1908
by Milankovic «Uber Schalen gleicher Festigkeits. In this paper — which
originated many others by other authors — Poschl, Flugge, Forch-
heimer (*), ete. — it was sought to determine by analytical means the
shape of some constant strength shells under acting forces with radial

symmetry.

(®) Poéschl, Th.: Bauing. 8 (1927) S. 624.
Fligge, W.: Statik und Dynamik der Schalen. Berlin 1934, S. 32.
Forchheimer, Ph.: Die Berechnung ebener und gekriimmter Behilterbiden, 3 Auflage. Berlin
1931, S. 23.
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The differential equation of the constant strength funicular surface
can be integrated in this case and the constant strength forms of radially
symmetric shells and reservoirs can be obtained by analytical or gra-
phical means.

When no radial symmetry exists for the loads or their distribution
is irregular, the mathematical tool has so far been unable to solve the

N Plxyz) N

Fic. 3. Funicular equilibrium for p (x,y,z)

problem. The method we have developed half-experimental, half-analytic
allows to make good this deficiency of the mathematical tools.

Consider a membrane thin and flexible enough, in tensile equilibrium
under a given field of forces, fig. 3.

Obviously the shape it takes, assumed without wrinkles or folds,
represents a materialization of one of the funicular surfaces of the field
of forces in reference. We say one of the funicular surfaces since there
is a double infinity of surfaces enjoying this property, each of them
corresponding to a well-defined state of membrane equilibrium.

By a suitable variation of the membrane thickness a funicular surface
of constant strength can be obtained. It suffices that the stress field
in the membrane be hydrostatic and constant.

Fic. 4.

From the dimension analysis it is possible to deduce the similitude
relationships between the state of stress in the elastic membrane and
the state of stress in a shell whose middle surface is homologous to
the model.

It 1s thus seen that the present method besides allowing to determine
the constant strength shape of the shell surface for a givew force, imme-
diately yields the state of stress of the corresponding membrane.
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4 — Experimental technique

A rubber membrane is satisfactory from this standpoint, allowing
one funicular surface for a given system of forces to be very quickly
obtained.

Let us suppose that on the rubber membrane that is going to be
used, circumferences are drawn with diameters D, and center at different
points. Assuming the membrane to be continuous and isotropic the
circumferences of small diameter
D, will change into elipses, the
diameters of which D,, and Dy,
fig. 4 and 5, will be variable from
point to point both in magnitude
and direction, allowing the state of
stress of the membrane to be cal-
culated. In fact let E and v be

z )

the longitudinal modulus of elasti- x
city and the Poisson’s ratio of the
membrane. Instead of defining the
mean finite strains in the usual
way : — M the summation
of the infinitesimal strains may
be used according to Hencky and F16. 5. Homogeneous deformation
Chilton (*). of a circle
L .I)M o )DM dX L ‘I)M
€M ——jDu d;—jDo < = Log D
‘ (9)
5m=/ Dmd:‘:= [DI‘IE(—:LOgI)m
JD, YD, X D,

For strains of this magnitude and taking the deformed cross-sections
of the rubber as the effective sections, Hooke’s law is approximately
obeyed, provided that :, << 0.1.

The corresponding principal stresses may be expressed by means
of Hooke’s law:

]‘l . . - E i DM R - Dm
Gy = 1.2 (:)l+:nx)— 1 2 <LOC Do +J LOD Do)

(10)

E E D., Dy
O = tmA )= Log Log
o= e Ut 1~~f2< D, " °Do>

() E. G. Chilton — Graduation Thesis at Stanford University.
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These expressions hold for rubber as a first approximation, provided
a certain value ¢ is not exceeded. However the deformation which rubber
and similar substances undergo is much too large to be covered by the
classical theory of small strains. An entirely new approach is required
for any adequate theory of elasticity of rubber (°).

The two families of isostatics on the membrane form two orthogonal
funicular nets on the surface. The stress tensor N on the membrane has
at each point of the surface a maximum component given by Ny—=oy d, in
which d represents the thickness of the deformed membrane at that point.

Once obtained the tensorial field of a funicular surface as defined
by the values of Ny and N,, at any point and the two isostatics families,
the state of stress of a shell with that shape can be calculated in a first
approximation. Indeed, the shell having a thickness d, and its middle
surface coinciding with the funicular surface for the applied forces to

. 1
a given scale e the following expression is obtained for each point
and direction: ‘

_ Ny

db

c

(11)

N being the membrane stresses in the same point and direction.

It is clear that this is but an approximate value, as deformations
are set up in the shell which alter its state of stress, when the field of

P(x,y2)

F16. 6. Membrane condition at the edge

forces is applied. This increase of stress may be safeguarded against,
by designing the shell in such a way that the membrane stresses are not
much altered. The major factor disturbing the state of stress of the
membrane comes from the edge conditions. For this disturbing factor
to be lessened, a joint should be built allowing frictionless displacements
of the edge of the shell only along a normal to the middle surface, i. e.,
reproducing the boundary conditions of the membrane, fig. 6. The exe-
cution of such a joint presents no technical difficulty whatsoever, impro-
ving moreover the structural behaviour of the shell and supplying more
space to volumetric changes (temperature, shrinkage, etc).

) M. Mooney — A Theory of large elastic deformation — Journal of applied physics — Vol, 11,
No. 9.
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It may still be feared that this method leads to shells so thin as to
make probable phenomena of buckling. The theory of the buckling of
shells is still in the beginning but approximate formulas are available
which give satisfatory results and connect <, and &, the principal
stresses, with the thickness of the shell, the modulus of elasticity and the
Poisson’s ratio of the material and the two principal radii of curvature
at each point. |

S — Application of the method to the design of dams

The method described in 3 was developed by the author for the
study of the shape of a dam to be built in a given valley.

Indeed, dams being built in plain concrete for economic reasons,
‘the middle surface of the structural shape adopted, should coincide with

Fi1G. 7. Membrane equilibrium of a dam

one of the antifunicular surfaces for the forces applied. For dams, however,
there are almost exclusively two importants static loads: deadweight
and water pressure.

Let us consider then a rubber membrane inserted in a boundary
geometrically similar to the line of contour of the valley in which the
dam is to be placed. This line must be selected according to the shape

1
and geology of the site. Be — the scale to which this contour is

9

reproduced. Let us take this line as the contour of a vessel for a liquid
of specific gravity y, held by a rubber membrane, fig. 7. Let us assume,
additionally, that the upper contour of the membrane has no rigid
connections, remaining on the free level of the fluid. Now we apply at
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each point of the rubber membrane a vertical load P, directed upwards,

P being equal to the weight, to the scale % , of each volume element
of a shell having the same middle surface but built in concrete, that is:

P——24 -,%s (12)

S being the area of the surface of the membrane in the center of gravity
of which P acts, and d the estimated average thickness of the shell in
that point.

If the shape of equilibrium displays no folds or wrinkles at any
point of its surface, we may say it materializes a funicular surface for
the hydrostatic pressure caused by the
liquid of specific gravity vy and for the
deadweight of a shell, having a middle
surface with that shape, so that in each
point we have:

NI A\'ll
_|__
Ri * Ru

=7z2+ P (13)

N, and N, being the principal mem-
brane forces, R; and R, the two prin-
cipal radii of curvature, and p, the normal
component of the deadweight. The field
of membrane forces N can be evaluated
by the method described in the foregoing
paragraph, so that the state of stress of
a dam having as middle surface the shape
of the membrane under the action of
the deadweight and hydrostatic pressure
would be:

F1G. 8. Resulting vectorial ¢ Ng?
equilibrium gt
d7

(14)

As said above this expression holds only as a first approximation.

The following procedure, for instance, may be followed to design
the dam so that the maximum stresses, as calculated by means of expres-
sion (14), do not exceed 50 kg. cm™, the increase of these stresses being
checked by means of a more accurate method, e. g. three dimensional
models (¢) (9).

Likewise, the total hydrostatic pressure on the dam, can be evaluated
by experimental means, the analytical determination being a difficult
problem, owing to the shape of the upstream face.

(3) G. Oberti — La Ricerche Sperimentale su modelli como contributo al progretto delle grandi
costruziont — Técnica Italiana — N.° 2, 1951,

(*) M. Rocha — General review of the present status of the experimental method of structural
design. Sep. da Publicacdo Preliminar do 3.° Congresso da Association Internationale des Ponts et Char-
pentes, Cambridge e Londres, 1952.
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