Zeitschrift: Boissiera : mémoires de botanique systématique
Herausgeber: Conservatoire et Jardin Botaniques de la Ville de Genéve
Band: 8 (1949)

Artikel: The birth and spread of plants
Autor: Willis, J.C.

Vorwort: Preface

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-895607

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-895607
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Preface

The contents of this book are mainly quite nmew material,
representing the most tmportant final results of the work that
has occupied the writer for most of his mature life—leisure
to 1915, and almost all the time since. Portions have been
published in Age and Area (1922), and 'n The Course of
Evolution (1940), and in many papers.

As a boy he became interested in distribution by reading
the works of his granduncle William Swainson (p. 294) and by
looking at his collections of shells which we had at home. Gradually
he went over to botany, the line of his great-grand-father (cf.
p. 295), helped by the masterly teaching of Prof. S. H. Vines
and Sir Francis Darwin at Cambridge, and stimulated by a
remark of one of our leading distributionists, that distribution
seemed to be almost beyond the range of the human intellect.
The accidental loss of his better eye also helped in this direction,
and drove him into distributional work, while at the same time
the illogicality of the common conception of natural selection
was coming home to him very strongly with his work in the
tropical forests and rivers, and the phenomena of endemism.

Gradually he found that distribution worked to a great
extent wpon an arithmetical basis, and his first work was
published in Age and Area. By this time his method of using
the subconscious was largely perfected (cf.p.248),and deductions
from age and area were continually appearing, quite unexpec-
tedly. Finding that when tested wpon the facts (a work requiring
much time and labour) they invariably proved correct, and that
vllustrations could always be easily found in any taxonomic
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work, he acquired great faith in this method, and began to
collect facts for a book wpon evolution and geographical distri-
bution. As it became too large for convenience, he published
the evolutionary part of it under the title The Course of Evolu-
tion, and gave a further eight years of work to the present book.

Much help has been given by many people, to whom the
writer’s acknowledgments are given below.

J. C. WILLIS.
Les Terrages, avenue des Alpes.

Montreux, octobre 1948.
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The above preface was written when the author was nearing
the completion of the book. Then two unfortunate accidents com-
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for his patience vn the delay of publication, and his kindly help
m many ways ; also to Mlle Dubugnon and to Dr Weibel, for
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