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Abstract

The following study is based on the often observed premise that, having reached a
certain stage of development, a people will strive towards expressing (apparently)
important aspects of its own past in epic form, in the process translating its history
into poetry. The European Middle Ages provided especially complex conditions for
this phenomenon. Although they were firmly enfolded in the dominant traditions of
Christian and antique learning — classical and biblical epic, respectively — different
literary traditions nevertheless show tendencies towards individualised epic formats.
This led to at times very distinct developments in the genre, such as the Anglo-Saxon
epic or the great prose-epic that is the Njdls saga. The following study is, therefore,
also an attempt at a comparative literary history of the Middle Ages.
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