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showed that the prevailing amount of plant species had migrated from there.
More moisture-demanding species of lawn-seed mixtures had practically dis-
appeared in four years.

Soil formation seems to be very slow as is shown by the above humus values
on 40-year-old slopes, which may be due to the high carbonate content of the
parent-rock, blocking the break-down of humus. Scoil-physical investigations
gave a mosaic of irregularly changing values of apparent and real density,
accounting for different slopes as well as for parts of the same slope. Tex-
ture analysis of fine earth gave different water regime and, consequently,
different cover values for the herb layer which are mostly higher on the
lower slope parts. Soil development progresses towards a rendzina.

Judging these results it seems to be clear that conservation of species-rich
unfertilised meadows on such slopes should be possible. To accelerate recon-
stitution seed can be mixed with site-adapted species, i.e. with such species
most frequent in the vegetation relevés of such slopes.

Management procedures to conserve such meadows must be investigated for each
case, especially to prevent bush encroachment.
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