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PREFACE

This volume contains the papers that were read during a conference on

Sämkhya held in Lausanne from 6 to 8 November 1998. The conference

was structured around four questions, which the participants had been asked

to address in their papers. They are:

1. What do we know about pre-classical Sämkhya and how does it relate to
the classical school?

2. What can we leam about the classical school by systematically exploring
sources of information belonging to other traditions?

3. How is the apparent ambiguity between psychology and cosmology in
classical Sämkhya to be interpreted?

4. What is the precise relationship between Sämkhya and Yoga?

The sequence of the papers, during the conference and in this volume,
approximately follows the above order.

Thanks are due to a number persons and institutions, among which the

following in particular should be mentioned. Financial support has been

received from the Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences, the

National Science Foundation (FNRS), the University of Groningen
(Netherlands), the Faculty of Letters (University of Lausanne), and the

Département interfacultaire d'histoire et de sciences des religion (University
of Lausanne). The Swiss Asia Society, by reserving a volume of the

Asiatische Studien / Etudes Asiatiques for this purpose, has made

publication of the conference papers possible. On a personal level help was

provided by Danielle Feller and Nicolas Mirimanoff during the conference,
and by Marc Pilloud and Nicola Pozza in the preparation of this volume.

Johannes Bronkhorst




	

