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SYNOPSIS

The contributions in this volume are, as mentioned elsewhere, a response
to a specific issue. Each response reflects in its own individual way
differing areas of interest, perspectives, approaches, and methods of dealing
with a chosen topic.

It would be a pity to loose sight of the fact that, although they vary
widely, the separate topics all form part of a response to a common
question. We therefore would like to provide a synopsis showing which
major aspects within the framework of the overall theme are touched upon
by individual contributions. Such a synopsis we find important also with
regard to the fact that we did not wish to group the contributions into clear-
cut categories. An article, for instance, dealing with business structures

may provide highly important insights into questions of personality or
history, and an article on literature may provide equally important insights
into the areas of economy or social structure.

The sequence of the articles in the present volume, therefore, is in
keeping with this journal's rule of arranging them in alphabetical order.
However, the following synopsis should help the reader to find areas of
specific interest and also to discover clusters of related aspects and topics

among the relatively large number of contributions.
In the synopsis the contributions are referred to by number:

1 SCHULZ/LANGEMANN: A Note on Changing Concepts

2 ACKERMANN: Open Questions Concerning Method

3 ACKERMANN/MACHIDA HIGH SCHOOL: Varying Opinions

4 BUNGSCHE: Freaks, Gentlemen and Fanatics:

5 DERICHS: Is Japan on its Way to Being Re-Asianised?

6 DOMENIG: Sacred Groves in Modern Japan

7 GEBHARDT: The Sowers of the Asian Seed



16 PETER ACKERMANN AND EVELYN SCHULZ

8 GÖSSMANN/JAKOBI/VOGEL: Crossing Borders

9 KÖSTER: Incorporating Changes Now

10 KRETSCHMER: The "Education of Cosmopolitan Children"

11 LANGEMANN: The Ferry Boat and the Passenger

12 LOOSLI: Japanese Future Aspects

13 NENNSTIEL: Citizens' Movements in Japan

14 SCHULZ: The City as a Space of Change

15 SHIMADA: Gesellschaftlicher Wandel und Biographie

16 TAKEBAYASHI: Wiederentdeckung der Kolonialliteratur

17 WERNER: The Letters of Arishima Takeo to Tilda Heck

18 WÖHR: Death in Present-Day Japan

19 YOSHIDA-KRAFFT: Der Erzähler und seine Signale

Aging Society 9

Business, Companies 4

Changing Concepts of Familiy and Gender in China 8

Citizen's Movements 13

Concept of Time 1,12,15

Economy 5,9

Environment, Space 6,12,13,14, 6

Family 8,15

Gender 8
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History (Historical Events) 1,3,5,6,13,15,16

History (Intellectual History) 1, 7, 14, 17, 18, 19

Identity, Personality 2,3,4,5,7,8,11,14,15,16,17,18

Industrial Development 3,13,14

Intercultural Encounter, Perceptions 1,2,7,10,11,12,14,16,17,19

Japan and Asia 3,5,7,12,16

Japan and the West 3,7,11,12,14,17,18,19

Japanese Studies: General Questions 1,2,14,15

Japanese Studies: Interview Techniques 2,4,15

Japanese Studies: Translation 11

Language, Communication 2,11,16,17

Literature 7, 11,14,16,18,19

Media 8,12

Oral History 15

Politics 5,8,12,13

School, Schooling 3,10,15

Spirituality, Religion 6,7,18

Welfare and Social Security 9
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