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Chalet. Nostalgia, kitsch and Baukultur
Switzerland loves its chalets. But what
exactly is a “chalet”? What is it that makes
a wooden house into a chalet? Or is the
chalet simply a symbol of longing for
alpine nature, a myth in other words? The
Swiss National Library provided a tongue-
in-cheek, educational and entertaining
interpretation at its exhibition from 10
March to 30 June 2023. Together with co-
operation partner Gelbes Haus Flims, the
Swiss National Library traced the path of
the Laubsdgeli-style chalet as it became a
popular export. It also presented current
buildings that freely interpret the concept
of a chalet.
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