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- OUVERTURE - DEVELOPPEMENT - RECONNAISSANCE»

Baltikum-Engagement der Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

Der Direktor der Zentralbibliothek Ziirich, Hermann
Kostler, eroffnete am 10. November letzten Jahres in
Vilnius/Litauen ein Schweizer Lesezimmer in der allgemeinen
offentlichen Hauptbibliothek der Stadt. Pro Helvetia hatte
1600 Béinde Helvetica auf Deutsch zur Verfiigung gestellt und
versprach auf Anregung Kostlers, auch eine Auswahl in den
anderen Landessprachen nachzuliefern. Mit der litauischen
Nationalbibliothek wurde eine Vereinbarung zur gegenseiti-
gen Unterstiitzung bei der Literaturauswahl abgeschlossen.
Mit den Nationalbibliotheken von Estland und Lettland wird
ebenfalls die Zusammenarbeit gefordert.

The Baltic Collection in Zurich

The Zentralbibliothek Ziirich (Zurich Central Library) holds
at present some 2000 titles from — and pertaining to — the
Baltic states, with subject coverage as follows: 1200 works of
history and regional studies, 400 works of Baltic literature,
200 works relating to Baltic languages and Estonian, 400
works of geography (including travel guides, atlases and
maps) as well as 60 items of printed music and 30 sound
recordings. While this collection is generally continuing to
orow, certain areas have been targeted for more detailed
expansion.

Hitherto the acquisitions policy for Baltic linguistics and
Estonian studies has been weighted primarily towards
research literature in German, English and French. This
will now be supplemented by the addition of back-list titles
and new acquisitions in the field of historical and compa-
rative Baltic studies, textbooks and dictionaries and also, to
a lesser degree, linguistic researches in the languages of the
respective countries.

The current holdings encompass roughly a quarter of the
representative authors of the Baltic region, which in effect
means that the provision of primary literature (editions of
actual works) and literary studies (research publications,
reference works) is inadequate. In future, the classics as well
as prestigious contemporary writers of all three literatures
are to be represented in original editions, as well as in
German, English and/or French translations, inasmuch as
such exist. Western language publications will however con-
tinue to form the backbone of the secondary literature. Since
these along with literary histories and biographies of individ-
ual authors are still — and have always been — in short sup-
ply, standard works from the Baltic lands will also be taken
into consideration.

Over the past ten years, music by Baltic composers has
become increasingly well-known, although only a very few are
promoted by western publishers. The Baltic region has a rich
tradition in both music and folk-song, which is however bare-
ly documented in the libraries of western Europe. It is worthy
of note, that Latvia and Switzerland were of central impor-
tance to the biography of one of Europe’s most celebrated
musicians, namely Richard Wagner, who made a significant
contribution to the shaping of musical life in both Riga and
Zurich in the mid-19th century. Music aside, due attention is
also paid to such subjects as fine arts and drama; in this way,
the lively intercourse which in former years existed between
Switzerland and the Baltic States is now to be reawakened by
means of the written word. rd/zbz
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