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FAREWELL TOUR FOR KIERAN

After a long winter, the first signs of spring
were approaching when, on 7 April 2018,
24 close friends of Kieran met in Saas-
Fee to accompany Kieran on a tour to
complete his collection of all Swiss 4000er
mountains. Four members of the AACZ
(Norbert Trommler, Wolfi Fischer, Arne
Sankowski and myself) were among the
group. Kieran had been on a journey in
Brazil, living his dreams, when, in October
2017, he suddenly and very sadly passed
away after a paragliding accident. Kieran
went mountaineering as enthusiastically
as he did everything he was interested in.
Thus, over the years, he had climbed all the
Swiss 4000ers with the exception of only
one: the 4027m Allalinhorn.

We met early in the morning to take the
Metro Alpin to Mittelallalin. The warm sun
was already shining and the fresh thin air
indicated perfect ski-touring conditions.
There was a lot of laughing and chatting
on our ascent to Allalinhorn via the normal
route. Everybody was in a good mood due
to the fantastic weather, the beautiful alpine
landscape and, last but not least, the singing
of aprés-ski songs. But, from time to time,
there was also silence and remembrance.
The group climbed slowly, taking the time to
think of Kieran. On the side-summit at the
end of the Hohlaubgrat, in a short ceremony
Kieran’s girlfriend Thérese, surrounded
by Kieran's friends, handed over Kieran's
remains to the alpine nature.

ymmemoration of Kieran on the summit (photo Hans Wsle)



A long skiing descent in good powder,
followed by an apéro in Saas-Fee, rounded
off the day, which appeared to us as a
synonym for life: As in life, there are hard
and exhausting climbs, but there are also
powder slopes to enjoy with friends. The
tour was rich in the joy of mountains and
mountaineering, with friendship, fun and
laughter, but also filled with sadness,
deep feelings and touching moments.
Dear Huttli: when you visit the summit of
Allalinhorn, enjoy the beauty of life and
pause a minute to remember our dear club
member, Kieran Morel, who will rest there
forever, at the top of his final 4000er.

With his strong enthusiasm, Kieran was
for many of us a very inspiring character.
He came late to mountaineering, but
once he had picked it up, he spent as
much as possible of his free time in the

mountains. This full commitment he
showed in everything that interested
him: He changed his profession, making
the difficult transition from business
analyst to teacher. He started kitesurfing
and later paragliding. His last year he
took off from work to devote time to his
paragliding dream. For the time after his
year off, his plan was to be with Thérese.
Unfortunately, this plan didn’'t work out.
Far too early, we lost a very good friend,
kind, open and friendly, an engaged
touring and climbing partner, a kitesurfing
buddy and paraglider, a listener, motivator,
a happy campfire singer and guitar player,
and a husband-to-be. Kieran will always
inspire me to live life to the fullest and not
to waste it with things we don’t burn for.
Thank you, Kieran.

Hans Wasle

PER ASPERA AD NEBULA - TREKKINGTOUR IN NORWEGEN

Die ganz hohen Berge sucht man in Skan-
dinavien vergeblich. Aber auch dort gibt
es mehr als Walder, Seen und Heideland-
schaften. Der Jotunheimen Nationalpark in
Norwegen kombiniert das wilde skandinavi-
sche Ambiente mit einem hochalpinen Flair
und beheimatet die hochsten Berge Norwe-
gens. Die Gegend ist wenige Stunden mit
dem Bus von Oslo entfernt und touristisch
gut erschlossen mit einigen gut erreichba-
ren und komfortablen Hutten. Auch befin-
det sich eine der meistbesuchten Natur-
attraktionen Norwegens im Jotunheimen
Nationalpark, der Bessegengrat, der sogar
in Griegs «Peer Gynt» Erwahnung findet.

Uns diente dieser schmale und steile Fels-
riegel vor allem als Zugang ins Innere des
Parks, den wir im Sommer 2018 auf ei-
ner mehrtagigen Trekkingtour durchstreif-
ten und dabei einige Gipfel erklommen.
Dank des norwegischen «allemannsret-
ten» (Jedermannsrecht) und der im Ruck-
sack mitgeflhrten Autarkie konnten wir
die Menschenmassen am Bessegen hin-
ter uns lassen und auch einsamere Taler
erkunden. Dieser Freiheit fiel allerdings
die technische Ausrustung zum Opfer, die
notig gewesen ware, um die wilderen, ver-
gletscherten oder steileren Berge zu er-
klimmen, und wir beschrénkten uns auf
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