Zeitschrift: Acta Tropica
Herausgeber: Schweizerisches Tropeninstitut (Basel)

Band: 34 (1977)

Heft: 1

Artikel: Experiments on trypanosome transmission by "Auchmeromyia” larvae :
preliminary note

Autor: Geigy, R. / Kauffmann, M.

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-312252

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 29.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-312252
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Acta Tropica 34, 97-98 (1977)

Experiments on trypanosome transmission by
Auchmeromyia larvae!

Preliminary note?

R. GE1GY, M. KAUFFMANN

During field surveys in the Serengeti National Park (SNP) from 1970 to
1975 (Geigy et al., 1971; Geigy and Kauffmann, 1973; Beglinger et al., 1976) a
high incidence of Trypanosoma (T.) brucei was found in hyaena (Crocuta crocu-
ta). As the tsetse flies are known to feed only rarely on these carnivores (Moloo
etal., 1971; Rogers and Boreham, 1973), other infection routes were looked for,
beside the possible oral infection by devoring infected prey (Moloo et al., 1973).
In certain areas of the SNP (Mwanza Road) great numbers of blood sucking
Auchmeromyia larvae were found in culverts, in close contact with hyaenas, and
it was shown that these larvae occasionally feed on hyaenas (Geigy and Bore-
ham, 1976; Borecham and Geigy, 1976). Therefore attempts were made to eluci-
date the role of these larvae as possible mechanical transmitters by experiments
carried out at the Swiss Tropical Institute Field Laboratory in Ifakara (Tanza-
nia), where these larvae are frequently found in local mud houses.

For these experiments 2 known strains of 7. brucei were used:

a) STIB 245, isolated from hyaena SNP 1971
b) STIB 366 A, a derivative of S 42-030, Molteno Institute, Cambridge, origi-
nating from warthog, Uganda 1966.

Hungry larvae of the second and third stage were fed on infected nembuta-
lized rats and then allowed to complete their blood meal within 1 h on a clean
rat. The white rats (SIV) derived from a breeding station in Switzerland. All in
all 22 clean rats were exposed to a double feed, of which 13 developed a patent
parasitaemia after 3 to 17 days. The other 9 rats remained negative.

In 4 cases larvae were triturated 1 to 24 h after an incomplete, very small
single meal on an infected rat. Trypanosomes from all of these larvae caused a
parasitaemia 3 to 4 days after i. p. injection into clean rats.

! This study was supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation, Grant No. 3'2360°74.
? A detailed report will appear in «A Festschrift for Dr. C. A. Hoare’s 85th birthday» in the Journal
of Protozoology, 1977.
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In 4 other cases, double fed larvae were triturated and the suspension
injected into clean rats. But in this case, no parasitaemia occurred, which is
probably due to the fact, that all viable trypanosomes taken up with the infec-
tive first meal were eliminated by the second feed.

This indicates that Auchmeromyia larvae present in the culverts of the
Mwanza road in the Serengeti may act as mechanical transmitters.
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