
Zeitschrift: Acta Tropica

Herausgeber: Schweizerisches Tropeninstitut (Basel)

Band: 19 (1962)

Heft: (7): Pests of crops in warm climates and their control

Artikel: Pests of crops in warm climates and their control

Autor: Wyniger, R.

Vorwort: Preface

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-311035

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 23.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-311035
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


PREFACE

Every year insects cause enormous damage to food plants all
over the world. This is mainly the result of agriculture tending more
and more to large areas of monocultures. The growing of only a few
crops in a certain area, which disturbs its biocoenosis, and the
continual improvement of the quality of crops to meet market demands
are some of the factors which are responsible for the increase of
insect attacks and consequently the reduction of yields.

The frequency of insect appearance depends on the presence of
host plants and on the prevailing climate; warm and moist climates
usually favour insect development. The great number of species and
individuals which make up over 70% of the animal kingdom are a

constant threat to all the crops, especially in the tropics, subtropics
and hot countries of the temperate zone.

The purpose of control measures is the prevention or reduction
of injuries done by insects. By permitting higher yields, pest control
contributes to the economy of agriculture and thus helps to solve the
world's problem of nutrition.

Methodical and successful pest control must be based on a

thorough knowledge of the pests and of the damage they cause. The
present book is intended for practical use, presenting in as
condensed a form as possible the vast quantity of information which
has appeared in publications all over the world. Its purpose is to
assist agriculturists in hot countries of all the continents in their
fight against plant pests.

The first chapter gives a synopsis of the morphology, anatomy,
development, and classification of insects and other pests. The
second chapter enables the reader to identify and preserve them.
The third and most extensive chapter describes briefly the
morphology, ecology, and distribution of each pest that may be found
on a crop and the damage it causes. Technical data concerning the
formulation of chemical insecticides, and the construction and
manipulation of application equipment are contained in the fourth
chapter, which also deals with the action of insecticides on the

plant, the organization and timing of phytosanitary campaigns,
biological control, time of treatment, assessment of the effectiveness of



chemicals and field trials, evidence of insecticidal residue on plants
and stored products, and insect resistance to chemical substances.
A short glossary of the terms used in the book, followed by conversion

tables for weights, measures and temperature concludes this
chapter.

The fifth part is published as a separate appendix. It deals with
control measures, precautions to be taken and advice to doctors as
to therapeutical measures in case of poisoning. It is intended to
revise this part of the book periodically and to reprint it at intervals

so as to keep it always up to date as new progress is made in
this field. Future issues of the appendix will also contain references
to the latest publications on the subjects of the book.
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