
Zeitschrift: Acta Tropica

Herausgeber: Schweizerisches Tropeninstitut (Basel)

Band: 8 (1951)

Heft: 3

Artikel: Analyse des Infektionsverlaufes bei Ornithodorus moubata (Murray)
und der natürlichen Uebertragung von Spirochaeta duttoni

Autor: Burgdorfer, W.

Kapitel: Summary

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-310349

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 03.11.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-310349
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


IV. Burgdorfer. Analyse des Infektionsverlaufes bei Ornithodorus 259

Nicolle, Ch.. & Ch. Anderson (1930). Sur le mécanisme de la transmission des

spirochetes récurrents par les Ornithodores. — 1er Congrès Internat. Microbiol.,

Paris.
l'atton, W. S.. & A. Al. Evans (1931). Insects. Ticks. Mites and Venomous Ani¬

mals of Medical and Veterinary importance. — Croydon: H. R. Grubb, Ltd.
Remy, P. (1922). Sur le rejet de sang chez les Argasidae. — Arch. Zool. Exp.

vol. 61, p. 1-16.

Schuberg & Alanteufel (1910). Ueber erworbene Immunität gegen Recurrens bei
Ornithodorus moubata. — Z. f. Immunit.forsch., vol. 4, p. 512-515.

Todd, J. L. (1913). A Note on the Transmission of Spirochaetosis. — Proc. Soc.

Exp. Biol., vol. 10, p. 134.

Wittrock, O. (1913). Beitrag zur Biologie der Spirochaeta des Rückfallfiebers.
— Z. f. Hyg.. vol. 74, p. 55-60.

Zuelzer, Al. (1920). Biologische Untersuchungen an Zecken. — Z. f. Immunit.-
forsch., vol. 30, p. 183-201

Summary.

After a detailed description of the anatomy of Ornithodorus moubata, the
presence and behaviour of the agent of African relapsing fever, liorrelia
duttonii. in the tick is discussed, as far as its transmission to warm-blooded
animals. The results obtained are summarised in tables 20 A-D as follows:

1. If a tick sucks the blood of an infected man or animal (see fig. 20 A),
the spirochaetes are carried with the absorbed blood via the pharynx (Ph) and
oesophagus (Oe) into the middle intestine (MD), e.g.. stomach, in the cavity of
which they are found in continually decreasing numbers during 16 days. A few
hours after the tick's feeding the agents already begin to gather on the periphery
of the gut wall, attacking its epithelium cells and boring through Ihe strata of the
gut wall. At the earliest after 24 hours they penetrate the body cavity fluid
(see fig. 20 B).

The development cycles (granulae) of Rorrelia duttonii described by Dutton
& Todd. Leishman and other authors cannot be seen either in the gut contents
or in the gut wall. From the beginning of infection there are certainly, in the
contents of the gut, a few and later more and more immobile, degenerated
spirochaetes. but these are dead forms, incapable of developing and which have
nothing to do with development stages.

2. In the haemolymph. shortly after the first arrival of the agents, a
considerable multiplication of spirochaetes generally takes place. Their number
and the time of occurrence varies, however, from tick to tick. This multiplication

of the agents is due on one hand to division of the forms already in the
body fluid; on the other hand to the continual liberation of fresh spirochaetes
from the gut wall.

3. From the haemolymph the agents of relapsing fever infiltrate the various
organs of the tick and their presence is proved at the earliest on the third day
in the salivary glands (Sp), in the coxal organs (Co) and also in the central
ganglion (Ce); in the Malpighian tubes on the fourth day (see fig. 20 C). The
cavity of the last named organs and also the anal excretions of the lick remain
constantly without spirochaetes. The central ganglions, the coxal organs and the
Malpighian lubes in the nymph as well as in the adult tick are centres in
which the spirochaetes multiply by simple and by multiple transverse division.
Rorrelia duttonii behave differently in the salivary glands: only the glands of
nymphs show a strong permanent infection. The glands of the adult tick, how-
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ever, are only strongly infiltrated temporarily and remain usually only
slightly infected. Neither in the above mentioned organs nor in the immature
or mature eggs of Ornithodorus moubata can be confirmed the presence of
''granulae" described by Leishman and others.

4. The behaviour of Rorrelia duttonii towards certain tick organs is also
examined experimentally with the so-called "glass capillary test". These
capillaries, containing fragments of uninfected salivary glands, central ganglions and
coxal organs, are introduced surgically into infected ticks. It can be shown lhat
in nymphal ticks all these organs, in adult ticks only the central ganglions and
the coxal organs are attacked by the spirochaetes. From these results it is
deduced that still unknown substances of certain organs might exert an attraction
on the spirochaetes in the haemolymph. On such substances, in which the central

ganglion and the coxal organs must be particularly rich, depends the
infiltration and perhaps also the multiplication of the agents. The negative
behaviour towards the salivary glands of adult ticks as also towards other tick
tissues would be explained by the fact that these substances are only scantily
present or altogether absent.

5. With regard to the existing development theories of Borrelia duttonii at
temperatures below 25° C. the infection course in the tick at a temperature of
20° C. has been investigated. This low temperature merely reduces the activity of
the spirochaetes and thereby slows down the infection. In the contents of the
stomach for example living spirochaetes can be found even after 35 days. In
the tick organs the presence of the agents can be first detected on the 13th day
after infection. A fragmentation of the spirochaetes into "granulae" was not
found.

6. The various possibilities of the transmission of Ornithodorus moubata
to warm-blooded animals have been examined next. In contrast to the results of
other investigators it is shown that the transmission of the relapsing fever
can be made by the tick bite alone as well as by the secretion of infectious
coxal fluid (see fig. 20 D).

Transmission is possible by:
1. nymphal ticks

al by the bite, injecting the spirochaetes directly into the wound with
the saliva;

b) by the coxal fluid, the agents being washed into the bite wound or
penetrating the unwounded skin;

2. adult ticks
a) by the coxal fluid (as 1 b) ;

b) by the bite via saliva (rarely).

Résumé.

Après une description détaillée de l'anatomie d'Ornithodorus moubata.
l'auteur étudie le développement et le comportement de l'agent pathogène de
la fièvre récurrente, Rorrelia duttonii, dans la tique, jusqu'à sa transmission
sur l'animal à sang chaud. Les résultats obtenus, montrés dans les figs. 20 A-D,
se résument comme suit :

1° Lorsqu'une tique se gorge sur un homme ou un animal infectés (voir
fig. 20 A), les spirochetes passent avec le sang absorbé par le pharynx (Ph) et

l'œsophage (Oe), pour arriver dans l'intestin moyen (MD) ou «estomac», où
ils peuvent être observés pendant 16 jours en nombre continuellement décroissant.

Peu d'heures après le repas sanguin, l'agent pathogène commence à se
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