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November 12th, 1954.

THE SWISS

OBSERVER 7605

Derek Meakin

NOVEMBER is the month when Berne makes up

for the lack of an annual carnival.
In its place they have an event that must be really
unique the onion market.

The Bernese call it the * Zibelemérit ’’, and it
started originally to give the townstolk a good op-
portunity of stocking up for the winter with supplies
of onions and garlic.

The market opens on a Monday, but the Satur-
day before the medieval town is invaded by convoys
of heavy lorries and horse-drawn carts piled high
with onions, celery, leeks, garlic and the like, which
are stacked in one of
the main squares.
[t is typical of the
law-abiding Swiss to
leave them in the
open two nights and
a day with no-
one standing guard.
Tarly Monday,
housewives flock to
the square. DBusi-
nessmen are there,
too, for custom says
that the head of the
family returns home
with several strings
of onions on ‘¢ Zibe-
lemarit”’ day. Even
dignified  Ministers
and M.P.s from the
nearby Bundeshaus
can be seen jostling
with the crowds to
make their pur -
chases.

And it goes
without saying that
on this one day in
the year you cannot
g¢o into a Bernese
restaurant without seeing onions on the menu.

After school in the afternoon, confetti-throwing
children crowd the streets, and at night masked
revellers go round the cafés and beerhouses as a merry
finale to the old festival.

The clock tower is one of
Berne’s best-known sights

OMEGA

THE RECORD-BREAKER

If you win six first prizes in eight successive

contests, you have a right to be proud! * w
That is exactly what the world-famous Omega 30 mm *

has done and all the world loves a winner!

Already over a million men have chosen

the Omega 30 mm. recognising that
this timepiece fulfils all
requirements for highest wrist
watch accuracy. Now with
production well into the
second million, the Omega 30 mm

has won its sixth victory out of eight
consecutive annual precision contests in the
wrist watch category at the Geneva Observatory.
Significantly, this is not only the most

difficult category there is, but also the most

important for time-conscious men all over the world.

OLYMPIC GAMES — For 20 years Omega has timed

the Olympic Games. Again the most exacting and impartial
experts have chosen Omega to time the 1956 Olympics

in Melbourne, Australia. This is the highest recognition

any watch has ever received from the countries of the world.

Model B.90

in 9 carat gold

OMEGA

The watch the world has learned to trust

Factories at Bienne and Geneva, Switzerland.

Write to the Omega Watch Company (England) Limited, 26-30 Holborn Viaduct,

London, E.C.1 for list of authorised jewellers whose guarantees alone are recognised.
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