Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1960)
Heft: 1364
Rubrik: News at random

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.07.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

N

4 ‘ —

Che Swiss Qbserver

FounpeD IN 1919 BY PAUL F. BOEHRINGER.

The Official Organ of the Swiss Colony in Great Britain

Advisory Council: R. DE CINTRA (Chairman); O. F. BOEHRINGER, J. EUSEBIO, GOTTFRIED KELLER, R. J. KELLER, A. STAUFFER, G. E. SUTER.

EDITED BY A. STAUFFER WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF MEMBERS OF THE SWISS COLONY IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Telephone: CLERKENWELL 2321/2.

Published Twice Monthly at 23, LEoNARD STREET, E.C.2.

Telegrams: FREPRINCO, LONDON.

Vol. 46. No. 1364.

I'RIDAY, JUNE

10th, 1960. Price 1lp.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
(Fortnightly issue.)

UNITED KINGDOM 1(25 issues, post gree ........ 1?/;
AND COLONIES issues, post free . . ... /
24 issues, post free . . . .. ... 21/-

-1 12 issues, post free . . . . . Frs. 7.—
SWITZERLAND {24: issues, post free . . . . . Frs. 13.50

(Swiss subscriptions may be paid into Postscheck-Konto

Basle V 5718.)

Federal

NEWS AT RANDOM

The Swiss Ambassador in Washington,
Monsieur Henry de Torrenté, who in
accordance with a decision of the
Federal Council wag accorded in 1958 an extension of
two years above the official age limit set for retirement
of Swiss Government officials, has expressed the wish
to vacate his post. The Federal Council has accepted
his resignation, expressing thanks for the services he
has rendered.

Until the appointment of a successor, Monsieur
Ernesto Thalmann, Counsellor of Embassy, in the
capacity of Chargé d’Affaires a.i. will be in charge of
the Embassy.

Son of a former president of the Upper Chamber of
Deputies, Monsieur de Torrenté was born in November
1893 a citizen of Sion and Ayer. He was educated at
Sion and Einsiedeln, and took distinguished degrees
in Law, and Social Science and Economic Science
respectively at the Universities of Berne, Basle and
Geneva.

After several years abroad he entered the service
of the Federal Economic Department in 1925, where
he became associated with the Swiss delegation at the
International Labour Office. In 1929 Monsieur de
Torrenté was appointed 1st Secretary of Legation at
the then Swiss Legation in Paris, and four years later
(1933) was promoted to the rank of Counsellor and
TFirst Collaborator to the Minister. During his séjour
in Paris he acted on several occasions as Chargé
&’ Affaires a.t.

In 1939, at the outbreak of the Second World War,
he organised the repatriation of Swiss nationals, and
took charge of the Legation in Paris in the absence of
the Minister in Vichy until June 1941, when the Lega-
tion was closed.

After his return to Switzerland he occupied various
commands in the Swiss army, and in December 1941
was promoted to the rank of a General Staff Colonel.

Subsequently Monsieur de Torrenté spent three years
in conducting important negotiations with the United
States, with Spain, Irance, Portugal, Belgium and
Holland, in the capacity of ‘‘Delegate for Commercial
Treaties’’.

Having been promoted to the rank of Minister
Plenipotentiary in February 1945, he went a few
months later to Nanking as first Swiss Minister to
Chiang Kai-Shek. 1In 1948 the Federal Council
appointed him Swiss Minister and Envoy Extra-
ordinary to the Court of St. James’s in succession to
Monsieur Paul Ruegger. During his seven years’ stay
in London he took a great interest in the doings of the
Swiss Colony, and many are the services which he
rendered whilst en poste in London, not only to our
country but to the Swiss community in Great Britain.

In 1955 Monsieur de Torrenté was nominated
Minister at Washington, and in 1957, when the Lega-
tion in Washington was raised to the status of
FEmbassy, he received ambassadorial rank.

On the occasion of the 400th anniversary of the
University of Geneva he was honoured with the degree
of doctor rer.pol. honoris causa.

We wish Monsieur de Torrenté, and Madame de
Torrenté, a long and happy retirement. (Ed.)
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Nouvelle Société Helvétique

(LONDON GROUP)

Tuesday, June 21st, 1960, at 7.45 p.m.
at the
Swiss Hostel for Girls, 9, Belsize Grove, N.W.3.

SOIREE JAQUES — DALCROZE

avec la participation de Mesdames Sophie Wyss

et Lily Buchener (chant) et de Monsieur Jeremy
Dale-Roberts (piano).

Sous le titre:
MONSIEUR JAQUES EN PANTOUFLES
Madame V. Ansermoz évoquera le souvenir de
notre chansonnier national.

Cold Buffet Refreshment service with coffee or tea,
5/- inclusive, from 6.30 p.m. onwards.

Will Members and Friends intending to be present
please inform the Warden of the Swiss Hostel not later
than Tuesday, June 21st, between 11 a.m. and noon.

(Tel.: PRImrose 6856)
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Customs receipts for the month of April 1960 total
105 million francs; of this amount the Confederation
(Bund) receives 76.2 million francs or 9.6 million francs
more than in April 1959.

During the first four months of the current year
the receipts earmarked for the Confederation amount to
273.3 million francs, or 49.4 million francs more than
during the same period in 1959.

The Diplomatic corps in Berne gave the traditional
dinner to the members of the Swiss Government. Six
Ifederal Councillors were present, amongst them M. M.
Petitpierre, President of the Swiss Confederation. The
only absentee was Federal Councillor I. T. Wahlen,
who was abroad.

Also invited were the Presidents of the National
and States Councils, Messieurs Gaston Clottu and M.
G. Desplands respectively, the President of the Federal
Supreme Court, M. C. Pometta, the President of the
Federal Insurance Court, M. A. Gysin, representatives
of the governments of the cantong of Berne and Solo-
thurn, army-corps commanders Annason and Frick,
and a number of high civil servants.

* * *

Monsieur Hector Serrano has presented his
credentials, as Ambassador Plenipotentiary and Envoy
Iixtraordinary of the Republic El Salvador, to Federal

Jouncillor P. Chaudet, head of the Federal Military
Department, and Federal Councillor Ludwig von
Moos, head of the Federal Justice and Police Depart-
ment, at the Palais I"édéral in Berne.

* *

The administrative council of the ‘“Weltpostve-
rein’”’ on the recommendation ot the Federal Council
has accepted the resignation of Dr. TFritz Hess,
Director of this International Buro, and has elected
as his successor Dr. Eduard Weber, at present General
Dirvector of the Federal Post, Telegraph and Telephone
administration (PTT).

The new ‘“Weltpostdirektor’’, who will take up
his post on 1st January 1961, was born on 2nd October
1901 in Biel, of which town he is a citizen. He studied
Law at the Universities of Lausanne, Paris and Berne.
Dr. Weber entered the service of the Iederal
Administration in 1930. After having occupied various
important posts in the administration, he was elected
in 1949 General Director of the Federal Post, Tele-
graph and Telephone Administration.

3

Dr. Werner Kaempfen has been
appointed general manager of the
Swiss Tourist Office in succession to
Ir. Siegfried Bittel.

Cantonal

THE PERSONAL TOUCH—that’s what counts

For all travels—by land sea and air
let A. GANDON make your reservations

Tickets issued at Station Prices - no booking fee

HOWSHIP TRAVEL AGENCY

188, Uxbridge Road - Shepherds Bush - W.12
Telephones: SHE 6268/9 and 1898

A native of Brig, Dr. Kaempfen studied Law at
the Universities of Zurich and Berne. After receiving
his Doctorate, his first position was as free-lance co-
ordinator for the Zermatt Tourist Office. During this
period he also edited several text-books on publicity.
In 1938 Dr. Kaempfen began travelling abroad to study
the problems of road tourism, later helping to organise
various conventions dealing with highway problems.

[a.m.s.]

* *

Frau Anna Iirst-Ochsner, of Ottikon-Illnau, has
celebrated her 100th birthday. [a.7.s.]
* * *

On 20th May 1960 the town of Zug numbered
20,000 inhabitants., [a.1.58.]

Mr. Fritz Trimpi-Alder (47), of Glarus, father of
six children, was killed by a talling stone on the Vorder-
gliarnisch. Mr. Urs Kehrer (23) of Zurich, whilst
climbing the Clariden, tell over a rockwall and was
killed. [a.r1.8.]

*

The Swiss-British Society in Berne has given a
tarewell ITuncheon to the British Ambassador in Berne,
Sir William Montagu-Pollock, and to Lady Pollock.
Sir William is shortly leaving the Swiss capital for
Copenhagen. The president of the society, Dr. R.
Schneebeli, voiced the regret of the members at losing
him after only a two years’ stay in Berne. [a.T.8.]

Fly SWISSAIR

to the mountains
or the sea

Pack your swim-fins or your alpenstock,
Swissair fly to the finest centres for
every kind of holiday. See the sunlit
mountains and lakes of Switzerland,
Austria and Southern Germany . . ..
\ bask on the golden shore of the French
or Italian Riviera or Majorca . ...
explore the ancient cities of Greece,
Yugoslavia and the Middle East.
Flying Swissair you can visit these
countries and break your journey in
Switzerland at no extra fare!

Save precious
holiday hours
this summer—
enjoy the quiet
pleasure of the
Caravelle jet
with Swissair’s
magnificent
comfort and
cuisine.

See your
Travel Agent
for details

EUROPE * MIDDI.E EAST
FAR EAST
SOUTH AMERIGA

Offices in LONDON MANCHESTER *+ GLASGOW BIRMINGHAM -+ DUBLIN
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85th FETE SUISSE

CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER
WEDNESDAY, 22nd JUNE at 6 p.m. sharp

Doors open at 5 p.m. Buffet available before Show.

Under the patronage of the Swiss Ambassador

H.E. M. ARMIN DAENIKER.

CHANSON du RHONE

28 Musicians and Soloists

ANNETTE WEISBROD

Pianist
THE CHILDREN OF THE “SCHWEIZERKIRCHE?”
CORALE UNIONE TICINESE

The BUFFET will be served in two large halls on the ground floor both before the Show and during the
Interval.

ADMISSION: Unreserved seats: 2/6. Reserved seats: 5/- each.

Children under 12, free, unreserved seats only and such tickets will be provided at the
Box Office on arrival.

TICKETS: Obtainable from:

The Féte Suisse Committee, 35 Fitzroy Square, W.1, enclosing postal order, cheque or
money and a stamped addressed envelope, please!

or direct from:
All Swiss Churches.
The Swiss National Tourist Office, 458 Strand, W.C.2.
Swissair Office, 126 Regent Street, W.1.
The Box Office, Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1.

ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY

Reserved seats are limited, Book early.
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The new officers” barracks in Berne arve called after
the name of General Guisan, and the ‘*Militirplatz’ in
Berne will in future be known as ‘‘General Guisan
Platz’’. [a.T.s.]

* k *

The commune of Wattwil (Ct. St. Gall) has
honoured Mr. Fritz Schiess, consulting engineer, and
his wife Babetta Schiess, with honorary citizenship.
Mr. Schiess hails from Herisau. [A.71.8.]

* * *

On the occasion of his 40th jubilee as a teacher at
the “Oberschule’” Staretschwil (Ct. Aargau) the com-
mune has bestowed on Mr. Josef Blunschi honorary
citizenship. [a.T.8.]

sk

* *
The accounts of the canton of Thurgau for 1959
close with a deficit of 2,024,000.— franecs. [A.T.s.]
& * *

The medical faculty of the University of Lausanne
has bestowed the degree of doctor honoris causa on M.
ISnrico Bignomi and M. Jean ., Corthesy, members of
the board of the firm Nestlé Alimentana S.A. [A.T.8.]

* * *

A mountaineer, Kduard Meichtry (20), of Leuk,
occupying the post of a pastry-cook at Adelboden, lost
his life whilst on an ascent of the Wildstrubel. [a.7.s.]

* * k
DEATHS.

The following deaths are reported from Switzer-
land : '

Dr. Adolt Nadig, in Chur, at the age of 83. The
deceased was from 1926 to 1935 Mayor of the town of
Chur.  In 1936 he was elected a member of the govern-
ment of the canton of Grisons, from which he retired
in 1941. Dr. Nadig sat in the National Council from
1943 to 1947 as a Liberal.

B. Keller-Bonomo, since 1946 president of the
* Alpina-Vereinigung Schweizerischer Uhrmacher’’, in
DBaden.

Charles Juillerat, editor of the paper ‘“‘Le Jura’
published in Porrentruy, in Porrentruy, at the age of
33.

André Germanier, in Sion, aged 64. The deceased
was for a number of years a member of the cantonal
tribunal, the Grand Council of the canton of Valais,
and the National Council.

René Bille, farmer, and a former member of the
Grand Council of the canton of Neuchatel, in Le
Landeron, at the age of 79,

Dr. h.c. Charles Auguste Scheuchzer, technical
manager of the firm *‘Lausanne-Echallens-Bercher”’, in
Lausanne, aged 82.

D1, jur. DPaul Engeli, from 1921 to 1955
sGemeindeammann’ of Weintelden, and since 1930 an
honorary citizen of Weinfelden, in Weinfelden, at the
age 'of T1.

Jules Schiffmann, a former ‘‘Oberzollinspektor’’,
and commander of the 43rd infantry regiment, in Berne,
aged 79.

Dr. jur. and phil, Michael Schabad, well-known

psychologist, in Basle, at the age of 66. [aA.T.8.]
* ¥ *
ANNIVERSARIES.

Ienri de Diesbach (80), of Iribourg, tormerly
Professor of Natural Science, Director of the Botanical
Institute, and at one time Rector of the University of
FFribourg. The *~Jubilar’ is still a member of the
Grand Council of the canton of Fribourg, to which he
was elected in 1921 and over which he has presided
twice.

Aloys Horat (70), of Schwyz, from 1913 to 1920
editor of the “Biindner Tagblatt”, and from 1920 to
1950 editor of the paper *‘Ostschweiz’” published in St.
Gall. Tor fifteen years he was a member of the Grand
Council of the canton of St. Gall, over which he pre-
sided in 1943/44. From 1931 to 1933 he was President
of the Swiss Press Association.

Dr. h.c. Rudolf Reichling (70), of Staeta (Zurich),
agriculturist. In 1923 he was elected a member of the
“Kantonsrat’’ Zurich, over which he presided in
1932/33. Dr. Reichling entered the National Council
in 1929, presiding over it in 1935/36. lHe was one of
the founders of the Zurich Peasant Party, and its
president {rom 1926 to 19441 he was also elected, in
1949, president of the Swiss Peasant Association. The
vet-medical faculty of the Zurich University honoured
him in 1959 with honorary doctorship. [a.1.s.]

* * %
LEGACIES AND DONATIONS.

The late Josef Hiurlimann-Hochstrasser, of Walch-
wil (Ct. Zug), has left 25,000.— francs to the
“Biirgerfonds” of the commune of Walchwil, and
30,000.— francs to the Roman Catholic Church Ifund.

The late Iriaulein Martha Stierli, who recently
died at the “Stidtischen Krankenhaus’ Baden, has left
24,800.— francs to that institution. :

An anonymous donor has given 10,000.— franes to
the “Krankenhaus” Wattwil (Ct. St. Gall). [a.1.8.]

S * *
DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Brunner-Biihler of Hemberg (Ct.
St. Gall), Mr. and Mrs. R. Lendi-Clavadetscher of
Schmerikon, Mr. and Mrs. E. Dalléves of Sitten, M.

Telegrams and Cables : TRANCOSMOS LONDON.

ALSO AT
LIVERPOOL,  MANCHESTER,
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,
HULL, BRISTOL, CARDIFF,
SWANSEA, NEWPORT, Mon.

GLASGOW.

.

CONNECTED
THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD

COSMOS FREIGHTWAYS
INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDERS

By Road, Rail Sea and Air

1, CATHEDRAL STREET,
LONDON BRIDGE, LONDON, S.E.1.

REGULAR GROUPAGE SERVICES WITH

SWITZERL.AND

ANGLO-SWISS CUSTOMS EXPERTS.
Agents: WELTIFURRER INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT CO. Ltd., Zurich, Basle, Buchs, Schaffhausen, Geneva, St. Gall.

Telephone : HOP 4433 (8 Lines.)

AGENCY
LIMITED.

OFFICIAL FREIGHT AND
PASSENGER  AGENTS FOR
SWISSAIR AND ALL AIR LINES
TO SWITZERLAND AND ALL
PARTS OF THE WORLD
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and Mrs. L. Pecaut of Sonceboz, Mr. and Mrs. K.
Schumacher-Hess of Wald (Ct. Zurich), Mr., and Murs.
J. Bonelli-Strittmatter of Weislingen (Ct. Zurich), Mr.
and Mrs. G. Liichinger-Rohner of Oberriet (Ct. St.
Gall). [a.r.s.]

% *

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS.

Mr. Rico Blattmann (62), manufacturer, of
Widenswil, was run over by a motor-car at the See-
strasse in Widenswil and killed.

Hansruedi  Roschi  (20), mechanic, of DBerne,
crashed into a transmission mast near Chancy, and was
instantaneously killed ; his passenger received serious
injuries and was taken to hospital.

A motor-cyclist, Robert Fatzer (27) of Arbon, fell
off his machine in Horn (Ct. Aargau) and received fatal
injuries.

Theodor Senn (62), a policeman, of Lenzburg, was
run over by a motor-car on leaving his home in Lenz-
burg and was Kkilled.

At the Kreuzstutz in Lucerne two moped drivers
were involved in a head-on collision. Both were taken
to hospital, where one of them, Gottfried Kniisel (67),
of Meisterkappel, died as the result of his injuries.

Ernst Teutsch, a wine-grower, of Schafis, was
killed on the road between Neuenstadt and Ligerz (Ct.
Berne), when a motor-car collided with his bicycle.

Three youths of Dietikon drove a motor-car at
excessive speed through the village of Berikon near
Jremgarten. On a bend the driver lost control, and
the car mounted the footpath and crashed into a group
of four children. Antoinette Griiniger (11) was killed
outright, whilst the other three girls received serious
injuries and were taken to hospital. The driver of the
car has been arrested. [A.T.8.]

VARIOUS.

Switzerland has during the first three months of
the current year exported 8,972,000 watches to the
value of 248.8 million francs. [a.r.s.]

* ¥* %

According to statistics published by the Swiss
Federal Railways, the receipts at the following railway
stations for 1959 were : Zurich 52 million francs, Basle
20.5 million francs, Berne 20.3 million francs, Geneva
17.7 million francs, Lausanne 15.7 million francs,
Lucerne 10.4 million fraves, Winterthur 7.7 million
francs, Biel 6.3 mllion francs, St. Gall 5.7 million
francs, Lugano 4.3 million francs, Olten 4.3 million
francs.

The receipts in freight transit at the following
stations are returned as follows: Basle (S.B.B.) 38
million franes, Chiasso 35.5 million francs, Briy 29.4
million francs, Zurich (H.B.) 28.2 million francs,
Geneva-Cornavin 22.8 million franes, Basle Hazrbour

Kleinhiinigen 16.4 million franes, Berne 11.5 million
francs, Luino 11 million francs, Buchs 10.3 million
francs, Lausanne 7.1 million francs.

The total receipts of the three Basle goods stations
amount to nearly 60 million francs, those of the twelve
Zurich goods stations to 51.5 million, and the two
goods stations Cornavin and Praille to 28.7 million
francs. [a.1.8.]

A DC-4 airliner of the “*Balair” company, on a
flight from Khartoum to Niamey (Sudan), has crashed
170 km. off E1 Fasher. '

All the crew of ten and the two passengers lost
their lives. They were : Flight-captain Edgar Hansen
(42), a Norwegian, of Basle; co-pilots René Widmer
(31), of Basle, Rolt Camenzind (29), of Basle, Rolf
Rein (30), of Zurich, all of Swiss nationality;
navigators Pietro Nocentini (50), of Rome, and Rinaldo
Greco (51), of Milan, both of Italian nationality ;
mechanics Ernst Mathys (30), of Basle, Hans Kost (30),
of Lucerne, Emil Stiadeli, of Basle ; steward, Giovachine
Mazzi (39), of Zurich; passengers Otto Lehmann (54),
of Radio Basle, and Hans Schiitrmann (41), journalist,
of Basle. [a.T.s.]

The sale of the usual stamps, posteards and badges
for the Swiss National Day celebration (1st of August)
started on 1st June. The receipts from the various
sales are earmarked for the professional education of
young people. [a.1.s.]

* * 3%

Dhaulagiri is no longer the world’s highest un-
climbed mountain — a Swiss-led team of climbers
reached the 26,795-foot summit on 13th May. Mr. Max
Iliselin, a sports writer, who led the expedition,
returned to Katmandu in advance to report the third
mountaineering success in Nepal this season.

The eleven-man expedition includes a Swiss postal
employee, a Polish doctor, a Swiss student, an
Austrian student, and a Polish author. The Swiss
expedition was the first to use an aircraft, a Pilatus
Porter, in an attempt on a Himalayan peak. It is
reported to have landed expedition baggage on a snow-
field at 16,000 feet.

THE FLORAL HOUSE |

ELSIE FINGER (SWISS)
237 JUNCTION ROAD, TUFNELL PARK, LONDON, N.i9
Phone : ARChway 3711 (NORth 5942 out of business hours)

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

As a member of Interflora, we can arrange for
Flowers to be delivered any time, anywhere in
the World.

SELECTUS LIMITED

THERE'S VARIETY AND aga/j[y IN

' . d REGD
0 Everyone wants these wonderful ribbons manufactured

by Selectus Limited. They are made in a host of traditional
and fashion colours and in many qualities - plain and fancy, in
Nylon, ““Terylene’’ and Rayon. Ask for Panda and be sure of the best.

BIDDULPH, STOKE-ON-TRENT.

WHOLESALE
AND SHIPPING

Telephone—Biddulph 3316-7
Telegrams—Selectus, Stoke-on-Trent
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