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manque d’oxygéne meurent par centaines. ILe lac de
lmg(nm méme, donne des signes de contamination. La

ause de cette dégénérescence est partout la méme. La
])mdm't‘inn des substances organiques est dispropor-
tionnée & 'oxveene nécessaire & Pélimination du
plancton mort et autres matiéres en suspens dans les
eaux. Tout cela est le résultat de la di\pmpmﬁnn
plus ou moins grande qui régne entre la capacité d’un
lac et la m]mhhx du (mndn’r de ses eaux, d’une part,
et apport d’eaux usées provenant des agglomérations
et des déchets industriels et chimiques des usines
installées le long de ses rives, d’autre part. Tin ce
qui concerne ies lacs d’accumulation en haute altitude,
ce déséquilibre bio-chimique provient des plantes qui
se trouvent immergées chaque année au moment ou les
eaux remontent et entrent en décomposition.
Huriste-t-il un remeéde?

Tous les problemes que pose la maladie de nos lacs
ne sont pas encore résolus car I'étude des eaux est une
science encore jeune. [I n’en demeure pas moins
qu’une prompte solution s’impose. Il faut en premier
lieu arriver a ¢éliminer de nos lacs les déchets qui les
souillent par 'épuration des eaux usées, qui peut se
faire au moyen d'installations de claritication par voie
mécanique et biologique. Pour notre pays, privé de
richesses du sol, 'eau est une matiére premiere d’une
importance exceptionnelle, digne de nos meilleurs
soins.  L'assainissement de nos lacs est pour nous un
probléme urgent, qui doit étre vésolu sur le plan
fédéral avee 'appui d’une loi sur la protection des
eaux.
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“EAST AFRICA AND WE.”
Brilliant Start to N.S.H. Lecture Season.

Dr. Donald Brinkmann, Professor of Psychology
at the University of Ziirich, provided the members and
friends of the Nouvelle Société Helvétique with a bril-
liant start on September 18th for the new series of
lectures it hopes to provide for the Colony. This
eminent voung scientist has undertaken prolonged
visits to the African and the South-African continent
to study the characteristics, problems and behaviour
of native populations. The N.S.H. has seized the
opportunity of his presence in London to invite him to
give us a talk on his last visit to Iast-Africa. He
did so with the aid of a large selection of lantern
slides.

Prof. Brinkmann approached his studies from a
mmpl(*’f()]\' unbiased angle to discover that the natives
in that part of the world are not by any means so
primitive as is popularly imagined. It is, of course,
necessary to apply tests and standards of intelligence
suited to the peculiar conditions of their mmlv and
conditions of life. Enlightened reforms in the British
:tdmiuistmtinn of these territories — Uganda, Kenya
and Tanganyika — are beginning to provide the native
communities with opportunities of education and
development, that might contribute much to the future
of this continent which still has enormous possibilities
before it. Resentment and distrust of the white man
on account of past experiences, however, cannot easily
be overcome. The much larger Indian element in these
territories sharves the difficult position of the whites.
Amongst them the Swiss, of whom there are about 500
in these territories in all manner of occupations, enjoy
the respect and esteem of all communities. There are
some large and flourishing Swiss owned and managed
concerns such as the Amboni Estate.

On October 9th the N.S.H. has a special treat in
store for the Colony.  Robert Stiger, from Wohlen
(Aargau), one of the foremost exponents and defenders
of our dialects will give a dialect talk on the life in
a Swiss village.  On October 30th, Dr. E. Zellweger,
former Swiss Minister in Belgrade, will talk to us on
““MThe Swiss and the Kast 7 with special reference to
Yugoslavia.

Dr. E.
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