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SWISS NATIONAL DAY

1st August 1291 - 1936

In a time full of anxiety, political upheavals
and universal distress, when the spectre of war
is threatening the peace of a tired and torn world,
our country is celebrating to-day the six hundred
and forty-sixth anniversary of its birth.

It behoves us, who are far from home, to let
our thoughts wander back to the land of our
fathers ; alas we shall not see the fires lit up on
the mountain tops at eventide, nor shall we hear
the church bells ringing ; but dee]) down in our
hearts we shall, if only for a few fleeting
moments, share the emotions of our kinsmen
across the sea.—

There is no need nor justification to celebrate
this day by noisy demonstrations, and to kindle
patriotism by sentimental orations; the times we
are passing through are grave and full of dangers,
and demand more than ever that unity which is
so continuously proclaimed by innumerable
speakers at our many festivals at home.—

The Swiss newspapers will be full of reports of
patriotic speeches made throughout the length
and breadth of the country, in which unity and
love of our country will be praised ; and at least
for one day in the year it will appear that no
discord exists in Helvetia's realm.

It is a glorious vision but, alas it fades like a
Fata Morgana into grey mist, when compared
with facts. There is much to be praised and to
be proud of in our country, but there is also much
to be condemned, and we Swiss who live far away
from our native soil, can often judge better about
conditions prevalent at home, than those who are
permanently living in the midst of party strife
and political upheavals.

Those of our countrymen, who keep in close
touch with the political and economic situation
of our country will agree that the outlook is far
from bright.

More than ever is party strife alive, and ugly
things are both said and written. Passion and
class hatred are poisoning the life of our country.
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ROULEZ TAMBOURS

Who, amongst our compatriots, does not
kuoy that fiery and inspiring song of our French-
speaking compatriots, which lias, long ago be-
come the common property of our Nation. This
patriotic song is celebrating its 80th birthday
anniversary, and it is well worth remembering,
when, and under what circumstances this martial
tune first saw the light of day.

" Roulez Tambours "... originated during the
Neuchûtel dispute in 1856-57, which not only
created a great stir in Switzerland, but through-
out Europe. — In contrast to the other 21 can-
tons, which constituted the Swiss Confederation,
and which were without exception of a purely
republic character, the canton of Neuchâtel,
which entered the Confederation in 1815, was still
a principality under foreign jurisdiction. The
King of Prussia was in fact called amongst his
other titles, Prince of Neuchâtel and Count of
Valiangin. When a hundred years ago the re-
generation movement swept away all reactionary
gouvernements in most of the cantons, the repub-
licans in the canton of Neuchâtel revolted against
its rulers, but the revolution was put down by
force. The small but active republican party did
not lose heart; the discontent with the repre-
sentatives of the royal dynasty grew rapidly, and
many adherents were won over in various parts
of the Jura.

During the great and far reaching political
events of 1847 and 1848 a new and vigorous
revolution broke out, and the Government was
promptly chased over the boundary. A new con-
stitution was proclaimed, which was more in
keeping with the one of the Swiss Confederation.
Prussia, which at the time, had its own troubles,
seemed to take but little notice of the happenings,
treating the matter very contemptiously ; but
nine years after this event, the royalist party,
under the leadership of Colonel de Pourtalès,
tried to re-instate the old régime. In the night
of the 2nd to the 3rd of September, his troops
stormed the Castle and toook possession of the
town of Neuchâtel. The republican Government
was arrested, and put under lock and key ; but

On more than one occasion revolution has been
openly preached and advocated. Politicians and
responsible men in whose care lies the destiny
of our country have been accused of bribery and
corruption, and the interests of certain bodies
and concerns are pushed forward to the detri-
ment of the community.

In the economic sphere the outlook is equally
bleak ; huge and alarming deficits in the Federal,
cantonal and local administrations are continu-
ously reported, banks and important industrial
concerns, which at one time stood as firm as a
rock, are in difficulties and have to be assisted
by the Federal treasury ; favourable commercial
treaties with foreign powers are repudiated by the
latter or renewed under less favourable condi-
tions.

The warning note has often been sounded by
responsible authorities at home, but they have
been treated as scaremongers and confirmed pessi-
mists.

It is of course said, that other countries are
in the same boat as ourselves or even worse off,
it may be so, but it is all the same a poor consola-
tion. We have a splendid example of what a

country can achieve, if it has the will to pull
together, in the country which is extending to us
its hospitality ; when this nation seemed to be

heading headlong to disaster, a wave of patriotism
and self denial swept through all ranks of the
community, with the result that the stormy tide
was weathered and the ship was safely steered
into the harbour.

This can only lie achieved by unity and the
firm will to subordinate party and personal
interests to the welfare of the whole community,
it requires a firm determination and courage, but
courage conquers the world.

There are, may it be said, still large numbers
amongst our countrymen who are striving hard
to stem this tide of distress aud dissatisfaction,
and I am convinced that in the end common-

wo'rt 9«.-fi|rtît A * TV--
already the following day, the republican forces
under the command of Colonel Denzler, re-cap-
tured the Castle. Eight royalists were killed,
26 wounded and 480 made prisoners. The King
of Prussia at once demanded that all prisoners
should be set free, and made other demands,
asserting his rights over the principality of Neu-
châtel. His demands were couched in such
language that no self-respecting country could
enter even into preliminary negotiations and war
seemed to be inevitable.

On January 2nd, the Prussian Army received
marching orders, the South German States
having granted free passage to the King's forces.
A wave of war enthusiasm swept over the whole
of Switzerland, the whole population stood like
one man behind the Federal Council, volunteers
flocked to the colours from all parts of the coun-
try. On December 30th Parliament unanimously
elected General Dufour commander in chief of the
Federal forces. He assembled at once an army of
30,000 men and threw them on the threatened
frontier. Extensive fortifications were erected,
all the Rhein bridges were fortified, Schaffhausen
and Eglisau on the lake of Constanz were armed
with guns. The entourage of Klein Basel was
fortified and manned with heavy artillery, 78

pieces in all. General Dufour's plan was, to be

on the defence at Basle, whilst his forces were to
attack the Prussians at Schaffhausen. It was
in these days of national enthusiasm, that Amiel's
song :

Roulez tambours, pour couvrir la frontière,
Aux bords du Rhin, guidez nous au combat,

was first sung by our French-speaking com-
patriots.

Diplomatic relations between Prussia and the
Confederation were broken off, when some of the
others Powers made it known that they disap-
proved of a settlement of the dispute by armed
force. France intimated, that, should Prussia
cross the frontier, they would at once occupy the
cantons of Neuchâtel and Geneva, and Austria
would do the same with the cantons of Ticino and
Grison. In order to avert these dangers, negotia-
tions were started, after Switzerland had agreed

sense as well as love of our motherland will
triumph and our beloved country will once again
tread the path of prosperity, but to achieve this
end unity and sacrifice are a dire necessity.

The history of our land is full of glorious
deeds and achievements, and in the darkest times
men of good will and farsightedness have led
the country from darkness into the light.

We have every reason to be grateful that we
have been spared the horrors of war, and our
homes and our dear ones have escaped destruc-
tion. Do we appreciate these facts in full, should
this not encourage us to work in harmony to-
gether for the betterment of our national exist-
ence? The banner ot' liberty still flutters over a
free country, the liberty of opinion and press are
still jealously guarded as a sacred inheritance.

Let us then, dear compatriots, on this, our
national day, renew the oath which our ancestors
far back on that sacred ground on the Rutli have
sworn, to stand together as firm as a rock in
stormy and fair weather. Then the sun will shine
once again over the silvery mountains, and over a
free and unfettered country, once again the motto
" One for all, all for one " will celebrate its
resurrection, and thousands of our countrymen
all over this earth will look back proudly to the
land which in memory is for ever engraved in
their hearts.

Then, we shall feel the significance of the
tires which blaze up in the darkness of the night,
and the ringing of the bells which spread their
harmonious sounds from hamlet to hamlet, and
from the depth of our soul will emerge the grati;
tude to the Lord of all creation who has in his
infinite goodness watched over the destiny of our
country.

Then we can sing with a grateful heart, with
our national poet, Gottfried Keller " Lasse strah-
len Deinen schönsten Stern, nieder auf mein
irdisch Vaterland."

ST.

to release the royalist prisoners, on condition
that they left the country until the dispute was
settled. On March the 5th, 1857, the plenipoten-
tiaries on France, Austria, England and Russia
assembled in Paris and agreed on terms which
were put before the two belligerents. The Swiss
Parliament accepted these terms on the 11th and
12th of June, and the King of Prussia made his
acceptance of the conditions known on the 19th
of the same month. The latter, however, only
agreed to the terms after Napoleon and the
Government of Great Britain had put some con-
siderable pressure on him. Switzerland had every
reason to be satisfied with the settlement. The
King of Prussia renounced all rights over the
Principality of Neuchâtel and the canton of Neu-
châtel was declared an indépendant canton of
the Swiss Confederation. Switzerland had to
bear the costs of the September events, and agreed
not to prosecute any of the participants who had
taken part in the rising. The only souvenir Swit-
zerland inherited from this " bloodless war " was
that striking song : " Roulez Tambour."

PERSONAL.

We deeply regret to inform our readers of the
passing away of Madame Helene, Leslie de Bourg,
wife of M. W. de Bourg, Counsellor of Legation.

We extend our sincere sympathy to M. de

Bourg and his family in their sad bereavement.
Mme. de Bourg was the daughter of the late

Mr. W. Denny, shipbuilder of Dumbarton and
Lelia Lady Samuelson.

The Funeral Service will take place on
Tuesday next, August 4th (twelve o'clock), at St.
Columbus Church of Scotland, Pont Street, W.

We regret to announce the death of Madame
Louise, Sophie Rohr, the wife of our popular
compatriot F. H. Rolir, of 10, Buckingham Palace
Road, S.W.l, who passed away last Friday, the
24th inst. at the age of 58.

The funeral took place on Wednesday, July
29th at Golders Green Crematorium, M. R. Sauty
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" SWAN "

CHOCOLATES
A Neu; Assortment Elegantfy Presented

4/~ lb.
SPECIFIC GUARANTEE OF PURITY

WITH ALL OUR PRODUCTS

C. KUNZLE LTD.,
Five Ways, Birmingham, 15.

of the Eglise Suisse officiated in the beautifully
decorated chapel.

The chief mourners were Mr. F. H. Rohr,
Mr. F. Rolir and Mr. Emile Rohr (sons), and Mr.
and Mrs. Hewitt (daughter).

We wish to extend our sincere sympathy to
Mr. Rohr and his family in their sad bereavement.

SOME OF THE FORTHCOMING EVENTS

1936.

(Cowtiwwatiow).

August 29th-September 3rd
World Bicycling Championships at Zurich.

Augut 29th-September 6th
Zurich Golf Week : International Amateur

Championship of Switzerland, Golfplatz
Zurich.

August 30th
Swiss Automobile Club competitions on Dolder,

Zurich.
Cantonal Track Meet and Field Events at Win-

terthur near Zurich.
August 30th-September 6th

International Medical Week at Lucerne.
August 30th-September 27th

Exhibition by Swiss artists, photographs and
paintings, in connection with International
Historical Art Congress, Berne.

August 31st-September 7th.
World Youth Congress at Geneva.

August 31st-September 9th
International Congress for the History of Art,

successively at Basle, Zurich, Berne, Lau-
sanne and Geneva.

September
Third Session of the International Congress of

Public Hygienne at Geneva.
Exhibition of Old Geneva Art : paintings,

enamel work, pottery (Museum of Art and
History) at Geneva.

Radio Exhibition at Zurich.
Exhibition of Office Equipment at Zurich.
Beginning of the mountain hunting season at

Kandersteg.
September 5th-20th

Big Golf Events Series, Championships, Cups,
at Lausanne.

September 6th, 13th
Open-air William Tell Performances at Inter-

laken.
September 7th

Assembly of the League of Nations at Geneva.
Inauguration of the new Palace of the League

of Nations at Geneva.
September 12th-14th

Boys' Annual Rifle Shooting Competitions,
Albisgütli, Zurich.

September 12th-27th
Swiss Fair of Agriculture and Food Industries

at Lausanne.
September 13th

Golf Match, Mixed Foursomes, at Lucerne.
Golf Championship of Western Switzerland at

Lausanne.
September 19th-October 14th

Exhibition of Lucerne Section of Society of
Swiss Painters, Sculptors and Architects, at
Lucerne.

EDITOR'S POSTBAG.

The Editor,
Dear Sir,

I beg to enclose cutting from yesterdays
" Daily Express " commenting on William
Hickey's " somewhat burlesque " report of the
Paravicini-Maugham Wedding. —

Where was your Society Reporter whose vivid
descriptions of Swiss Functions are always a
delight to read, that you had to rely on an
Americanised vulgarity for a report in the Swiss
Observer. —

And is a Wedding really an object for Satire?

Aw Old Reader.—

"Daih/ Express" 25.7.36.

For the supreme effort in journalism,
commend me to your account by William Hickey
(21.7.36) of the Paravicini-Maugham wedding,
which is described in a style that cannot be called
otherwise than a mixture of vulgarism, bad gram-
mar, and a " upper ten " at the working classes.

How this self-advertised product oi our so-

called public school education managed to kick off
his patter with a sentence joining the words
" today yesterday " beats my conception of the
King's English.

L. Faulkner King,
" Best looking bride and groom of the month,

said What's On To-day yesterday," is phrase
sneerer King objects to. Seems quite unambigu-
ous to us; but then we also thought Hickey's
column particularly good that day. Satire always
passes some people by." — Ed. D. £7.

When at HAMPTON COURT

have Lunch or Tea at the

MYRTLE COTTAGE
Facing Foya/ Pa/ace, iac^in# on /o PusAey

Parfc Aefuiccn Lion Ga/e and 77ie Green.

P. GODENZI« PROPRIETOR.

A BROTHER in Buenos-Aires is anxious to learn
the address of

MAX EMIL HAUSAMANN
(born in Basel 1892)

by trade " Chemiker," and last heard of in Liver-
pool in 1930. Any information should be addressed
to Box 2112 Swiss Observer, 23, Leonard Street,
London, E.C.2.

SWISS FIRM requires further capital for expan-
sion. Chartered Accountants figures show

over 20% nett profits on capital employed.
Reasonable security, represented by negoti-
able stock and goocf book debts. Investor
can rely on minimum 12% p.a. Full investiga-
tion invited. Reply box 44, Swiss Observer.

HOTELS UNDER SWISS MANAGEMENT

PERTH, The ROYAL BRITISH HOTEL (All
Appointments). Are you coming to Scotland this
Summer? If so call at the Royal British, you
will like it. Opp. Station, 36 rooms, hot and cold
water. Good cuisine. All under personal super-
vision. Proprietor Joseph Scherer, Late L.M.S.
Hotels.

PORTHCAWL. SEABANK HOTEL, (South
Wales.) Facing sea. -Ideal for summer holiday.
Up-to-date in every respect. Exceptional cuisine.
Three first-class golf courses adjoining. Excellent
bathing. May we send you a tariff? Mr. and Mrs.
E. Schmid, Manager. Telephone : Porthcawl 142.

Telegrams : Seabank. Porthcawl.

Af/SCfXLAWEOl/S ADVE/îr/SOfEWrS

Not exceeding 3 lines:—Per insertion 1/6; three insertions 6/-
Postage extra on replies adressed c/o Swiss Observer.

WANTED Furnished flat or maisonette in suburb
from beginning of August to end September, two
to three bedrooms. Best references. Please write
to A.K. c/o Swiss Observer, 23, Leonard Street,
London, É.C.2.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Tuesday, August 4th — City Swiss Club — No
Meeting.

SWISS BANK CORPORATION.
Ci Ctmjxinv Hmitrd bv STwrri (nc«rrorat«j in SioUKriand)

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2.
and lie, REGENT STREET, S.W. 1.

Capital Paid up £6,400,000
Reserve» - - £1,560,000
Deposits - - £39,000.000

All Descriptions of Banking and
Foreign Exchange Business Transacted

Correspondents in a// : :
: parts of fAe Wor/d. :

FRASER & CO. (P- BRUN, Proprietor.)
(HIGH CLASS TOBACCONISTS,)

MOST OP TO DATE GENTLEMEN'S HAIRDRESSING
SALOON.

50, Southampton Row, W.C.I.
SHATE & BRUSH UP 6d. — HAIRCUTTING 9d.

IF YOU HAVE A FUNCTION TO ATTEND.

WHY GO HOME
3 DRESSING ROOMS ARE PLACED AT YOUR

DISPOSAL, CHARGE I/-.
Telephone for appointment Holborn 2709.

Business Hours 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. - Saturday 8 a.m. to ip.m.

Divine Services.

EGLISE SUISSE (1762),
(Langue française).

76, Endell Street, Shaftesbury Avenus, W.C.t.
(Near New Oxford Street).

Dimanche, 2 août, llh. — Prédication : M. R.
Sauty.

Les cultes du soir sont suspendus jusqu'à fin août.
Pendant les vacances du pasteur, le suffragant, M.

Sauty assumera les cultes, etc. Pour tout
renseignements, s'adresser à lui, le mercredi
de llh. à 12.30 à l'église, ou par lettre — 61,
Hornsey Lane, N.6.

SCHWEIZERKIRCHE
Deutschsprachige Gemeinde

St. Anne's Church, 9, Gresham Street, E.C.2.
(near General Post Office.)

Sonntag, den 2. August 1936.
11 Uhr morgens, Gottesdienst und Sonntag-

Schule.
Die Abendgottesdienste fallen während der

Monate Juli und August aus.
Während der Ferien des Gemeindepfarrers wird

Heri- Pfarrer R. Kägi, von Rothrist (Aargau)
amtieren. Alle Anfragen wegen Amtshand-
hingen sind während dieser Zeit an ihn, c/o
Foyer Suisse, 12 Upper Bedford Place,
Russell Square, W.C.l zu richten, oder an
den Sekretär der Kirchgemeinde, Herrn F. G.
Sommer, Hepple Lodge, Holly Park, Crouch
Hill N.4.

Printed for the Proprietors, by The Frederick Printing Co.
Ltd.. at 23. Leonard Street, London, E.C 2.


	Personal

