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V

instance, Chancy-Pougny (646,800 h.p.) on the
Rhone, near Geneva; others, like Davos-Klosters
(30,000 h.p.) and Tremorgio (12,000 h.p.) will
be ready in a few months. The construction of
14 other big plants has been authorised, and
when they are ready—in a year or two—another
one million h.p. will he added to the electrical
production of Switzerland, so that nearly three
million h.p. will be used out of an available
total of four million h.p.

The increasing use of water-power is causing
a progressive decrease in the consumption of
coal, and the consequence is an important rccluc-
tion in coal imports. In 1913 Switzerland im-
ported 3,387,213 tons of coal of all kinds,
2,141,000 in 1918, 2,783,000 in 1923, and
2,612,000 in 1924. From the quantities imported
during the first eight months of 1925 the im-
ports for the present year may be estimated at
2,475,000 tons. Swiss consumption of coal has,
therefore, decreased by over 900,000 tons in
12 years, and this decrease will be accentuated
during the coming years as new electrical power
plants become completed.

The development of water-power has become
a national question for Switzerland since the
difficult days of the war, when industry, com-
merce, transport, and private consumption of
Switzerland depended on the goodwill of foreign
countries. In that respect the development of
water-power for the production of electricity
will contribute to make Switzerland independent
of her neighbours. Moreover, the supply of
cheap and abundant power will greatly help
Swiss industry, as it will enable industrialists to
reduce the now very high cost of production, and
therefore to compete with greater success with
the industries of other countries possessing coal
in abundance and at low prices.

Swiss Engineers seem to lie full of grand ideas,
as is only natural, considering their wonderful
training and the exceptional chances they get of
putting their knowledge to the test. I am not
surprised, therefore, to read that a project for—
Channel Jetties from England to France
is due to| a Swiss engineer, Mr. Jules Jaeger. The

of Sept. 27th says: —
M. Jules Jaegar, a Swiss engineer, has evolved

a £75,000,000 scheme for connecting Great Bri--
tain and the Continent by means of road and
rail in the open air. Iiis scheme, he claims, is
more practicable than the Channel Tunnel, which
so far has not found favour with the Committee
of Imperial Defence.

Parallel jetties are to be built from Deal to
Calais. On each jetty there will be double
railway tracks and a roadway for motor-lorries.
Near the coasts there will be gaps in the jetties
through which shipping can pass up and down
Channel. The gaps will be spanned by huge
bridges, high enough to allow the passage of
the largest liners.

The water space between the two jetties will,
of course, be more sheltered than an inland
canal, and will be available for barges and light
craft. The Thames will be connected to this
cross-Channel waterway by means of a canal
which will be cut through Herne Bay, and will
need but one lock.

The proposals visualise trains running front
Basle to Glasgow and Bristol to Nancy, motor-
lorries slipping from London to Paris in a dav
-—" charas," too, presumably—and barges making
non-stop passages from the Pool of London to,
sav, Budapest. The guiding principle is to make
London the heart of a system of trans-European
arteries.

In time of war the rails and roads can he
defended by coastal forts and the licet; the
stretch of sheltered water will be the highway
along which England's food will be imported,
while submarines will lind a safe, but handy,
shelter. As a last: resource, the double jetties
can lie blown up.

Thus in peace this connecting link will be an
economic asset, and in war a valuable defence.

M. Jaeger has placed the scheme before the
London Chamber of Commerce, the United Asso-
dation of Great Britain and France, of which
Lord Derby is president, and commercial bodies
in France and Switzerland.

Also, it is learned, the engineering and tech-
nical questions involved arc being considered
bv French engineers.
Eithpr a tunnel, or these jetties, or both, as long

as they do something to do away with the often
unpleasant passage one has to make now by boat.
Perhaps, once these jetties are built, or the tunnel
is in existence, mankind will have emerged also
from the barbarian state which still exists as far
as the passing of frontiers is concerned—an utterly
ridiculous state of affairs, which has prompted a
fellow-sufferer to write the following in the 5?///-
fiC/r C/zm/Ae/e of Sept. 27th: —
The Scandal of the Customs.

A seasoned traveller, I have passed manv fron-
tiers in my time, but I do not remember such

scenes as arc daily enacted now at Dover at the
Customs. The middle-class tourists arc swarm-
ing home from Switzerland, France, and Italy,
bringing their various presents for those at home,

EUROPEAN & GENERAL EXPRESS CO. L-
(Managing Directors : H. Siegmund and E. Schneider-Hall)

The Oldest Swiss Forwarding Agency in England,
15, POLAND STREET, LONDON, W.l.

Forward through us to and from Switzerland your Household Furniture (in our own Lift Vans),
Luggage, Private Effects, Merchandise.

UMZÜGE — GEPÄCK holen wir überall ab.

Aufmerksame Bedienung. Massige Preise.

DEMENAGEMENTS — BAGGAGES enlevés et
expédiés partout Service attentionné.
Prix raisonnables.

and an occasional bargain frock and a measure
of silk. But a worse passage than that of the
Channel awaits them at the barrier of the British
z/cWf/7«?.

Practically every bag and trunk is to be rum-
maged thoroughly, and you arc lucky if vou
escape being handed over to the searchers, who
will inspect what you are wearing. Before the
war the worst Customs in the world were those
of Russia; just after the Armistice Italy was
the worst, with America running a close second.
Now there is no question: ours are worse than
Russia's were, and I would rather expose my
baggage at Alcxandrovo than at Dover.

It is a great sight, this tumbling of personal
belongings, this questioning of anxious, flustered
passengers. There is a large horse-shoe barrier,
heaped with the effects of the travellers, and a

wild, wedged-in British public on one side, and
a number of calm, vigorous Customs .officials on
the other. Stubby lingers search in many bags
and pull up lingerie and smart attire like sea-
weed lifted by a bather out of the sea. There
is none of the hurried politeness of Frenchmen
or Belgians, or the indulgence towards British
people you may have encountered in the Balkans.
Show vour English passport in Serbia, and thev
do not wish to see your luggage. " Bring in
what you like; we trust you!"

But the English Customs is new to the game
of tariffs. It did not stir itself during the first
impositions of the McKenna taxes: it dallied
idly during the Labour Government; but since
the reimposition of the thirtv-three-and-a-third
and the new levy on silk the order has gone
forth: " Stop the smugglers.! "

We arc all potential smugglers. In Paris all
articles of personal attire are considerably
cheaper. Up come the silk stockings, the silk
socks and ties and blouses and shirts and
costumes. In foreign countries you can generally
pass through vour personal attire, even if it be
new. But not so in England. A man is wearing
a new wrist watch; he must: pay £2 on it.
An officer finds a couple of white empty boxes
in a woman's carry-all. "What was in these?"
he asks. " Tov jewellery," is the answer.
"I am not satisfied," the officer remarks after

an exhaustive search in reticule, etc. And she
is handed over to the searcher.

Detectives slop you as you go away from the
Customs. " What have vou in the pockets of
that cloak " they ask. " You'll please to step
over here."

It is not a civilised Customs examination. It
is a hold-up. The stern remarks of the Dover
magistrate do not impress me. England's trade
'mav he in a bad way; it mav be necessarv to
curtail imports in order to keep gold to parity.
But holidav-makcrs are small prev. The British
lion has gone mousing—and it: will keep her lean.

No one wishes the professional smuggler of
Paris gowns or Swiss watches to escape detcc-
tion; but the ordinary traveller ought: to be

given a little freedom even if he does try to
Irring home intact the large box of French choco-
lates presented to him by a friend at the Care
du Nord.

One important result of the severity of the
British Customs will he to cause Americans in
France to go in greater numbers direct home
from Cherbourg, rather than take a farewell trip
to London and return by Southampton. They
do not care to go through two Customs examina-
lions. In the Paris newspapers there is much
comment on the lines imposed on travellers to
England, and it will undoubtedly keep some
people away who would otherwise come to spend
money in this country. Don't kill the goose
that lays the golden egg! Don't cook the goose!
Which reminds me of another little reflection

which mv Tariff Reform friends might think over:
Would anv of the Swiss cantons prefer the old
svstem of inter-cantonal customs, tolls, etc., to the
present state of free trade within the Confcdc-
ration.
Spahlingsr Treatment.

/W/r .Yews (28th Sept.): —
Sir Alfred Mond, speaking at Carmarthen, on

Sept. 26th, at a meeting in support of the move-
ment to raise a fund for the purchase of the
Spahlinger Institute of Geneva for the treatment
of tuberculosis, said that he was convinced that
Spahlinger, whom he knew personally, was a
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Billiards. Sea front.
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Suii'ss Arf
A fine collection of water-colours, by W. Bollier,
has been kindly sent us (sale or return) and will be

exhibited for the next few weeks in the banquet
hall. Open to the public every afternoon free.

WILLY MEYER, Manager.
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VACANCY for one or two PAYING GUESTS;
superior residence near Crystal Palace ; house stands
in own grounds : tennis court : home comforts ; Conti-
nental cuisine; motor garage: 8 mins. from station;
good train service to Victoria and 'London Bridge.—
A. & A., c/o. 'Swiss Observer.' Leonard Street. E.C 2.

REQUIRED. Position of Trust by Swiss (30; with
five years' London experience as hotel manager. Well
versed in all branches of catering and superintending.
Al reference from previous position.—Please reply to
" Hotel Manager," c/o. ' Swiss Observer,' 2.5, Leonard
Street, E.C.2.

ZITHER—VIOLIN—LESSONS, Instruments. Music,
Strings.—W. A. Stoff, 8, Celia Rd., Tufnell Park, X.1.9
(close to Tube).

BOARD - RESIDENCE ; superior English family:
assistance learning English if required; near Warwick
Avenue Tube, Nos.' 6 and 18 'bus; moderate terms.—
44, Sutherland Avenue ('Phone: Maida Yale 2895).

SWISS FIRM in London requires Additional Capital
(£200 to £500). Balance-sheets prove good prospects.
—Compatriots who are willing to discuss proposition
please write to Box No. 136, c/o. "Swiss Observer,"
25. Leonard Street, E.C.2.

TO BE SOLD, in Kensington, a Freehold House,
in very good state of repair, easily run with one maid ;

2 or 3 sitting-rooms, 5 or C bedrooms, bathroom,
usual offices.—Apply to Mrs. H. de Pury, 41, Scarsdale
Villas, W. 8.
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