Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1922)
Heft: 38
Rubrik: Notes & gleanings

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.07.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

310 THE SWISS OBSERVER.
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h’l% been opened by Federal Councillor M. Chuard, Minister
of the Interior. The exhibition has been 01gam>ed by
States Councillor Merz (Berne), the editor of the Pestalozzi
Almanac, and will remain open until March 19th.
ok ok

The administrators of the Aluminium Industrie A.G.
Endowment Fund for the encouragement of studies in
national cconomics and applied electricity, and particularly
for study and research in electro-chemical and electro-
metallurgical science, express their surprise in the Swiss
press that in view of the prevailing industrial crisis more
applications for financial aid have not been received.

" During 1921 only 14,500 frs. were distributed in sub-
siding various scientific works, although the available funds
permit expenditure of far greater amounts.

® Kk
The Belgian Football Association having declined to
fall in with the views of the Swiss Union (as mentioned
in our last issue), the match between Belgium and Switzer-
land, which should have taken place in Lausanne next May,
has been called off by the-latter.

NOTES & GLEANINGS.

The correspondent of the Westminster Gazetle (Feb.
14th) describes in detail the mountaineering ventures of
the new Pope, and says that it is difficult to imagine “ how
‘with his love for the mountains he can ever be content
“with  the “orthodox walk about the Vatican Gardens,
“beautiful as these are.”

* Kk

Much activity is being displayed again in British in-
dustrial circles with referénce to the Rhine Navigation
scheme, probably due to some allusions made in a paper
read by Sir Joseph Broodbank on February 10th at the
“London Society.” An influential deputation was received
on February 156th by Sir William Mitchell Thomson of the
Board of Trade, when the importance of the maintenance
and improvement of the Upper Rhine to British export
trade was insisted upon. ] :

ESEE s

In an article on “ Anglo-Swiss Trade” in the Man-
chester Guardian Commercial (Feb. 9th) stress is laid on
the antiquated methods which British manufacturers are
still pursuing in endeavouring to introduce their goods to
the Swiss market. Catalogues printed in English, with
British measures and weights and f.o.b. quotations in ster-
ling are practically useless, but occasionally shortsighted-
ness attains a limit, as the following example will illus-
strate;—“ A large British firm had secured by tender an
Y order- from - the Swiss Post Office, admittedly the best
‘organised in Europe, and the department of which Swit-
“zerland has special reason to be proud. Yet the firm. in
‘question insisted on payment before delivery.”

EREE

" The -British -Medical Journal (Feb. 11th) contains the
following appeal from Sir Martin' Conway, who says that
the interferences with free travel during the last seven
years, owing to passport restrictions, have had a disastrous
effect upon the alpine treatment of TUBERCULOSIS: —

“ The. British Davos Sanatorium, built under the patronage
and name of Queen Alexandra, after vain appeals in your
‘columns by the late Lord Balfour of Burleigh and others, has
recently been sold by its committee to the (,antons of Schaft-
hausse and Thurgau. In spite of the efforts of Lord Balfour,
Dr. Mitchell Bruce, Sir William Willcox, and several others
who tried .in vain to .save it for the nation, this institution,

recently partaken of ** Vacherin”

‘countries.

which the Queen Mother had fostered and which had been a
great blessing to so many English patients of moderate means,
has been disposed of at a wvery low figure to the Swiss

authorities.

During the war consumptive sanatoriums sprang up in
England in all directions to meet urgent military necessities,
and the treatment of tuberculosis in this damp and sunless
climate grew rapidly.

I believe that I was the first English writer to call atten-
tion to the remarkable plateau of Montana. This place, with
Villars sur Ollon and Leysin on the north side of the Rhone
Valley, furnish unique conditions for the treatment of this
terrible disease. Some very influential representatives of the
medical profession, including Dr. Mitchell Bruce, Sir Humphrey
Rolleston, Sir William Willcox, Sir John Broadbent, Sir Charlton
Briscoe, and others whose names are known throughout the
medical world, visited Switzerland last summer as guests of
the Swiss Government, to inspect the Swiss health resorts.
As a result of these visits several articles appeared in the
“ Lancet,” ** British Medical Journal,” and the * Journal of
Tuberculosis,” in ~which the writers testified that the climate
and other conditions of the north side of the Rhone Valley
are of great value in dealing with the disease.

From time immemorial the dryness of the climate in the

Valais on the north side of the Rhone has been so great that
formc1 g(‘ncratlont have constructed what would be called in
India huge * tanks ' or small lakes for the irrigation of the
vineyards which stretch along the whole of that side of the
Valais. The long duration of sun produces wines almost as
strong as the Italian wines. On the shortest day in winter
these alpine slopes enjoy two hours more sunshine than the
alpire lung resorts in German Switzerland.

I venture to suggest in your columns that the funds from
the sale of the Queen Alexandra Sanatorium now in the hands
of the committee might well be supplemented by some generous
donor or donors for the purpose of re-establishing in French
Switzerland the work carried on in Queen Alexandra's name
with such benefit to our countrymen.

T am supported by the best medical opinion in saying that
recoveries are more probable and more rapid in an institution
situated in ‘such a district as I have described than can be
hoped for, under any circumstances, within the range of the
British TIsles.” i

The Queen Alexandra Sanatorium for British consump-
tives  was opened at Davos in 1909 and received patients
for about 6s. per day. A proposal to acquire the sanatorium
for frs. 800,000 has been rejected on the 19th inst. by the
voters of the canton of fhmuau

* ok ok

The fact of Chaliapin, the great Russian singer, having
prompts the Daily News
(Feb. 14th) to publish a eulogy on this Swiss cheese which
no doubt will rouse the farmers of the Jura mountains to
ecstacies.  After pointing out that the atmosphere of the
place in which a cheese is made has a great deal to do

with its peculiar virtues, the glorification culminates in

the following recapitulation:—** Vacherin is creamier than
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Brie; more thrilling than Gorgonzola; provocative of

“deeper emotions than Stilton; and effecting a reconcilia-
. 1 .o 5 3 A tal

‘tion to life more complete than Gruyere. Above all,

“1t 1s guaranteed not to produce nightmares.”

LES RELATIONS ECONOMIQUES ENTRE LA
GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET LA SUISSE *
par William Waldvogel (Neuveville, W. Henry. 1922.)

The author of this excellent work has rendered a great
service to men of business in Great Britain and Switzerland.
He has produced in.a concise and very readable form a
complete history of the economic relations of the two
From the bibliography included in this volume
we can judge of the number of authorities which the author
has had to consult, and from the fact than we can find no

?288 p.p.. crown 4to (price 7/-, by post 74), from * Swiss Observer,” 21, Garlick
Hill, London, E.C. 4. .
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