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Dr. Goro Ja/n In August 2003, the Forum für

Nachlässe von Künstlerinnen und Künstlern e.V.

(Forum for Artists' Estates) was founded in Flamburg

(Germany) following a two-year preparatory phase.

Presently operating out of the Künstlerhaus Sootbörn,

the non-profit association is concerned with the

professional care, documentation and preservation of

artists' estates and aims to provide artists and their

works with a forum for making their works accessible

to the public.

It is difficult to get a handle on the number of estates in

private hands and only rarely are the storage condi-

tions for these artworks adequate from a conservation

perspective. Many important estates are in poor

condition and work complexes are often split up and

scattered to the four winds, which makes accessibility

difficult if not impossible.

The idea of setting up the forum brought together

scholars, museum staff, curators and artists to tap

into their experiences with estate research and

appraisal, museums, exhibitions and archives as well

as their own estate holdings. A volunteer executive

board was formed and the forum has now grown to

include over sixty members.

Such funding will make it possible to pursue such

measures as the creation of a salaried position and the

expansion of the storage facilities in the medium term.

As the main goals of the forum's work, the mainte-

nance of a core collection of holdings and the review

and documentation of estates help establish a

representative overview of the work of individual

artists. This provides a basis that can be used for sub-

sequent investigations by students, scholars and

authors. The forum makes estate holdings available to

museums, galleries and curators, which promotes

exchange, generates project-based cooperation and

facilitates extensive networking with other insti-

tutes. The project is unique in the way it unites the

different fields of activity - museums, archives,

exhibition halls and research centers - with such

complexity and institutional professionalism. Despite

the regional constraints of the association's activities,

interest in the forum's activities extends beyond

national boundaries. Operating as a pilot project, the

forum is working to formulate the institutional

requirements needed to achieve a professional

approach to artists' estates. In the role of cooperation

partner, this know-how can be shared with similar

initiatives in other regions.

Financing for the project comes from member

contributions, donations or project-related grants from

companies, banks or private individuals. To guarantee

the forum's long-term existence, it will be necessary to

secure an annual budget for the work at hand, which

goes far beyond the available volunteer capacities.
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