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army’s needs. The third authorisation, which touches on foreign
policy, can only be delivered with the assent of the Political
Department in Bern. These measures naturally depend on the
trustworthiness of the received “end use certificate”. The Swiss
have no practical means of checking whether the pledge contained
therein is honoured, and, of course, they have no serious means
of exerting pressures on defaulting countries.

If a firm wanted to export arms to countries on the arms-ban
list, the easiest way it could do so would be to produce a forged
end use certificate. This is what happened (whether unwittingly or
not, is not yet known) with the firm Buhrle, makers of the
Oerlikon guns, whose exported arms had not landed in the country
that was understood to have presented the end use certificate
justifying these deliveries. This matter has been investigated
during the past six month and ought to be cleared up by autumn.

The Buhrle affair prompted a national councillor, Mr Renschler,
to introduce a motion claiming a report on the Swiss arms export
business. The Federal Council has accordingly set up a commis-
sion of experts to inquire into the matter. Their report, together
with other findings by the Military Department might lead to an
alteration of the 41st article. The Swiss Council for Peace has not
waited for this general elucidation to be accomplished and has
already formed an “Initiative” Committee demanding that article
41 be modified in such a way as to give a complete monopoly to
the Confederation in the field of arms business and arms produc-
tion. Production rights would be surrendered to private industry,
the modalities of this being detailed subsequently. Exports of
arms would be forbidden to every country except the neutral ones
— which leaves out only Sweden and Austria.

Whether these wishes are carried through or not, Switzerland
will continue in her policy of military readiness, neutrality and
world conciliation.

—The Swiss Observer

69 UNEMPLOYED IN SWITZERLAND

Im Durchschnitt der monatlichen Stichtagszihlungen der Ar-
beitsimter wurden im 3. Quartal in der schweizerischen Wirtschaft
69 Ganzarbeitslose registriert. Auf je 1 Mio. Beschiftigte traf es
somit etwa 23 erwerbslose Personen, das sind nicht einmal ganz
0,03 Promille der Gesamtzahl der Beschiftigten. Wéahrend hier
von Arbeitslosigkeit praktisch nicht die Rede sein kann, wurden
im Ausland gleichzeitig zum Teil erhebliche Arbeitslosenraten
ermittelt, so zum Beispiel in Kanada 7,1%, in den USA 5,5%, in
Schweden, Grossbritannien, Italien und den Niederlanden 3 bis
3.5%, aber auch in Frankreich und Belgien je 2% und in West-

deutschland 1,3 % .
—Tages-Anzeiger 19/12/72
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