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Acknowledgment . . .

We are very, very grateful for the donations we have received
from Swiss Club members all over New Zealand to help us after
our recent misfortune. This has helped us tremendously to get
on our feet again and now we feel that we are at long last begin-
ning to “see the light”.

We would like to thank everyone involved in arranging our
appeal. It really has been very much appreciated.

KAREN & ERNST THONIG

[The total appeal realised $225.20. This amount was brought
up to $250 — by decision of the Annual General Meeting.]

HEDY’S CORNER . . .

Viewed from Switzerland we compatriots live “upside down”
in New Zealand. The moon waxes and wanes in reverse, the
water runs down the outlet twirling the other way. Every-day
manners are equally upside down, and a few are quoted here.—

“How do you do?” is simply a form of greeting and “How are
you?” invites only the minimum of information as to your health,
etc. The “road code” for males is: always walk on the kerbside
or traffic side of a road and not on the lady’s left as at Home.
Your hands are much less in evidence than at Home. Hand-
shaking is out, except when being introduced to a stranger, even
then it is wisest to await the proffered hand. If possible, table
manners need only one hand, the left one lying on your lap and
not on the table as is etiquette at Home. What can be eaten with
a fork only must not have the assistance of the knife. For desserts
New Zealanders set the table with a spoon and fork. If the
fork can manage the sweets the spoon is idle. The real struggle
of course sets in when you are confronted with peas, meat,
potatoes. The meat needs the knife and great dexterity is needed
with the wretched fork, because it must be held not like a spoon
but “upside down”. To avoid being the last one at table, still
chasing elusive peas with the upside down fork, here is the trick:
for each mouthful of green little balls have some meat and
potato ready, shove the peas in between to give them the necessary
support for transport! Much better to suffer after the meal than
using a toothpick in public. Should you happen to be the hostess
offering your guests a cup of tea, for heaven’s sake pour the milk
into the cup first and tea afterwards. If you are quite refined
have a small bowl and some hot water handy to rinse the cup
before pouring a second helping. Wineglasses are simply lifted
for drinking a toast, but not touched: so here is “to the upside
down”.
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