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HELVETIA 5

®hituary

ALICE BURGENER

From friends in Switzerland we have learned
of the sad news of the passing away of Mrs Alice
Burgener.

Alice Burgener was a well known personality
among the Swiss community here in Auckland. Her
hospitality to all Swiss, especially to new-arrivals,
for whom she often went to no end of trouble to
help and give a start, was characteristic of her.
Whoever called at her place in Edenvale Road was
invited to stay for a meal, which was always a treat
to everybody.

With sad feelings in their hearts her friends and
neighbours bade them good bye when Leo and
Alice Burgener decided in 1958 to return to Switzer-
land. Although she was looking forward to seeing
her country again, her heart remained here, where
she had spent many years as a young girl. Meeting
them both at home, one could feel how very much
she longed to see her devoted friends in Edenvale
Road again. :

To her husband and her relatives we wish to
convey our deepest sympathy.

—A.LM.

NEWS FROM SWITZERILAND
NON-RETURNABLE PACK FOR LIQUIDS

Plastics have revolutionised packaging tech-
niques. A striking example of this is the non-
returnable pack for liquids and pastes produced on
the Formseal machine. The whole idea has been
very well thought out and is at the same time ex-
tremely simple. The package is a shaped container
tapering slightly towards the bottom and formed
from a reel of thin but rigid thermoplastic film.
The container and its flat preprinted lid are sealed
together so as to form a double flap which forms
a spout when cut. In order to use, one has only
to cut open the flap with a pair of scissors and
squeeze the container lightly while pouring. As
soon as the pressure is released the flow of liquid
stops and the flap closes, preventing any dust from
entering and confaminating the rest of the contents,
which need not be poured out all at the same time.
The operations by which the pack is produced, that
is to say the making of the container from a reel
of thermoplastic film, the filling of the required
amount of liquid, and the sealing with a lid, are
synchronised, so that production is rapid, economic
and hygienic. It is possible to produce three or
six packs at the same time or even more depending
on their diameter. This new pack is ideal for pack-
aging cream, fruit juices, concentrates, sauces, de-
tergents, etc. in quantities up to a maximum of 3
pint.

.......... IR

SWISS PACKAGING MACHINERY ABROAD

Swiss packaging machinery enjoys an excellent
reputation abroad. Convincing proof of this fact is
that the biggest ic-cream factory in Germany re-
cently acquired 6 SIG packaging machines which
work twice as fast as the plant previously used. In
the space of one minute, each machine wraps 200
ice-creams, each on its wooden stick. Thus during
the hot weather the output easily exceeds 1 million
ice-creams a day. It is interesting to note that the
order was no given on the basis of a prototype or a
set of manufacturing plans but quite simply on the
strength of the international fame of the manufac-
turer in question.

DEATH OF SWISS INVENTOR

The inventor of the zip-fastener, Mr Othmar
Winterhalter, has just died at the age of 72. This
Swiss industrialist was the first to exploit his own
invention industrially on machinery of his own con-
struction at the well-known “Ri-Ri” factory he had
created for the purpose at Mendrisio (Switzerland).

"It is therefore to a Swiss inventor that we owe the

revolutionary of the zip-fastener, which very rapidly
spread all over the world and exerted a decisive
influence on several industries such as the clothing
and Morocco-leather goods branches, to mention but
two.

ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF SWISS
MACHINERY INDUSTRY

The machinery industry is occupying an in-
creasingly important position in Switzerland’s
national economy; it has taken the place, in fact,
previously occupied by the textile industry. Today
the machinery industry alone employs some 40 per
cent of the total number of workers and office staff
coming under the Federal Factory Laws and ac-
counts for 1/3 of Switzerland’s exports. 55 per cent
of its output which exceeds 5 billion Swiss francs
in value (U.S. 1.16 billion dollars) is exported, the
rest being absorbed by the home market.

REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT

The new T.E.E. (Trans-Europe-Express) trains
that have been running since July 1st on the Zurich,
Gothard, Milan and the Milan, Simplon, Paris lines
make the trip between the French and Lombard
capitals, for example, in 8 hours. ZElectric traction
has been adopted for these remarkable trains. Two
Swiss firms specialising in the manufacture of roll-
ing stock have achieved a noteworthy success by
constructing four complete trains of five coaches
containing the necessary electric traction equipmeht
for the four systems of current used on European
railways. The new T.E.E. train has a total length
of 410 feet and weighs approximately 250 tons. Its
traction power is 3300 H.P., which enables it to
climb the steep inclines of the St. Gothard and the
Simplon at a good 50 m.p.h. and to reach a speed
of 100 m.p.h. on the flat. It seats 126 passengers.
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