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SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZXRLAND,

At the joint session of our parliament on the 12th Dec,. the present Vice~
President,Federal Councillor Dr.Philipp Etter (Zug) was elected President of
the Confederation for the year 1947. He had originally been elected to the
Federal Council in 1934 as succesgsor to Federal Councillor Musy and has already
been twice our highest magistrate in 1939 and 1942. Following tradition,Dr,
Bnrico Celio was ciected Vice-President; he was made a member of the Federal
Uouncil in February 1940 taking the place of Giuseppe Motta and was president
of the Confederation in 1943.

On the opening of the winter session of our parliament Dr.Max Wey,succeed~
ing Robert Grimm,was elected President of the National Council and Standerat.
Walter Ackermann,replacing Dr,J.Piller,President of the States Council.

It was stated officlally at Berno,on December lst,that all the formalities
for the immediate release of the frozen dollar asscts in the U,S.A, ,valued at
four to five milliard francs) have been completod, It is,however,also stated
that the Swiss Clcaring Association will certify thosc assets eligible for the
releasc.

In next year's Federal budget the gubsidy to Bwiss schools abroad will be
increased to 170,000 francs which is 100,000 francs more than previously and a
closer co-opcration with gchools at home will be aimed at.

An unugual decision was taken at Ebnat by the votes of the people ofpeclally
assombled for that purpose. Col.Dr.Ernst Wagner had already becen granted the
enfranchisement of thig place by the local council on payment of Frg.3,000;
political antagonisgts,however,demanded a plenary vote on account of the colonel's
former associations with the "200 adaptors', The people rejected the newcomer
with 194 against 147 endorsers; the Ortsblrgergemcinde meeting had previously
acceptod him by a majority of 48 to 12,

Nat.Counc,Dr,Albert Maag~Socin died in Zurich at tho age of 57 after a
month's long illness, A local lawyer of rcpute since 1917.member of our lower
house since 19729,he was for the last 25 years actlvely intercsted in cantonal
politics,

Regioerungsrat Robert Grimm,before dircctor of bullding and railways of the
canton Berne,has becen appointed director of the Berne-Lotschberg-Simplon concern
in succession to the late Dr.Paul Guggilsborg,

In the elcctions for 15 mombers of the Stadtrat in Chur the socialists lost
one of their previous four geats to a communlgt,there being no change in tho
other three partics.

The union of post office clerks in the Upper Ticino is protesting against
the further cngagoment of fomalc staff and insists that the preosent shortage be
made good by the transfer of Ticinesl employoed in post offices on the other side
of the 8t,Gothard,

NOTICE TO READERS,

Will any rceders knowing the‘present wnercabouts of the following porsons:

Mischler,Reinhard, born 19th April,1873
Meuli,Martin, born 1880, From Nufenca GR.
kindly commmnicatc with the Swiss Consulatc,P,0,Box 386,Wellington.

S T o TR I R e R R

Owing to the paper shortage the January number of Helvotia could not be
publi ghed until the boginning of February; consequently the Fabruary issuc has
boen abandoncd,but there arc two additional pages in this numben,

ADVERTI SEMENT S, :
MroL,Leuthard, Now Plymouth: Visit his 'Hygicnic Dining Rooms',
Mr L, Zurcher, 212 Fuitison Road, 1946 Applo Cidcr,S/- por gallon,in two gallon
Hagtings: lots,plus froight; samples free of charge,in
ordoring statc dry-or swoct. Jars to lend,

; "Moscht Micnds aim gh#, "
CORRESPONDENCE: Plcasc addrcss to the Socrotary -Mr,E.Mcrz,P.0,Box 85,égckland.
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