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Sylvester - Obet

A me Altaohr Obet dc isch es de Bruuch
do macht me sich 1ost1g ond hauts Oppe ruuch
do chomets denn zédme de Hans ond de Fritz, .
ond h&nd & paar Flasche ond verzellet enand Witz
sie plauderet ond- mdmmelet, wie's &.so goht,
d'Ziit goht ome, ond 's werd denn halt spoht
entlech gegem Morge do findet sie sel Ziit,
7Zunge wardet schwir ond de Heiweg ist wiit,
do trampets denn use of dem lange Weg,
de Hans ond de Fritz sind nilime guet zweg,
sie gond Arm in Arm ond' verwechslet ino Bei,

- ond plampet omepand, chond fast nilime: h@1,~
d'Chleider verhodlet ond d'Schueh volle Choat
ond miiend no acht geh, dass sie's nod obersohloht
erst deheime do chonnts "he  RheSlL gl .
es tlieg ne -néd-guet, dé viele.Wii, .- ;
nooh & paar Stonde, de Chopf ist so schwdr, .

g'édrgst ist denn Obere, de Mage ist lar,

denn sdgets zue sich”selber, was bin i .for:en Porscht,
Gester hani z'viel g'soffe ond ‘hiitit -hani no Dorscht,
do machets ehrni Gedanke, ond ndnd sich denn wvor
Jetz werd denn niime so viel g'soffe.im neue Johr'

A, Moosberger.
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thems to dwell on but they serve ag symbol of the general lavishness which,
next to its mountains and lakes, is Switzerland's salient characteristic to
the Enelishman, and most other Europeans today. ghops and markets are full
of fruit and- vegetables, apples-.and pears, plums and apricots and nedtarines
end peaches and cherries and bananas (as many of these lagt as you want)
‘mostly at. prices well below what they would cost 3f you could. get them in
‘Englali : &

For thal matter all the shops are full of everythlng Sbabby T3‘11g,15.shmen,
strainliag the currency regtrigtiong to renew their werdrobes without coupons -
. 1 have Just seen walxxng ‘the streets of Thun a palr of unmistakable Swiss

- ghoes’ that will soon te evoking dstonf:iment and adniration in the Banbury
road -~ and some of them debating whether to invest in shirts that would
perplex Piccadilly or Tisk finding themgelves before the coupon~period ends

* with no chirts at all.: Most of:these things cost rather-more at the current
rateof exchange- (about 17.35 to thé £) than in London,--but ladies! underwear,
I learn on good and entirely suitable authority, is much .cheapery particularly
~ but what need, after all, to particularise? As for the confiseries and
chocelate~ghops they are beyond anything the Eneglighman of: todey-.can imagine-
the lccal “demand. must be enormous, for every third or fourth shop seems to
offer guch wares, ghops full. of chesges flank shops full of cutlery and
others full of leather-ware, It ig all part of the general lavishnesss even
the lavatory-clsterns do thelr work.with a vigour.and a volume that would
horrify the Metropolitan Water Board. ¥lectric lights blaze all night, Only
coal is short ‘and dear.

H

But of course, there is far more than bhat to Sw“fverland, and the common
things hére strike the traVeller returning -after seven or eight years with a
new freghness, ' - Never, ‘éven before the war, do I remsmber Switzerland as
. quite the garden it 1s today. The number of millions of geraniums alone is

- beyond bomputation. It must run easily into ‘'scores, for hot  the humblest

wooden‘chalet ‘1s without its adornment of .scarlet and- green alcng every window

’sill.\ Trees here ‘dre not planted so much by rivers of water as by pools of

: water, pools-some nf them several miles Tong, Newver, I should imagine, did
any ‘country know how to make so much of water and eresnery, - You look across

the' brilliance of flowers and ‘the ereen of mown grags to the brilliant blue of

the lake, with moreé emerald’ grass beyond, and above %“hat the deeper green of

the pines, ‘and capping all the eternal snows. That is Switzerland, and the
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