Swiss Democracy [continued]

Autor(en):  Lunn, Arnold

Objekttyp:  Article

Zeitschrift:  Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band (Jahr): 11 (1945-1946)

Heft 9

PDF erstellt am: 29.05.2024

Persistenter Link: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942835

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte an
den Inhalten der Zeitschriften. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei den Herausgebern.

Die auf der Plattform e-periodica vero6ffentlichten Dokumente stehen fir nicht-kommerzielle Zwecke in
Lehre und Forschung sowie fiir die private Nutzung frei zur Verfiigung. Einzelne Dateien oder
Ausdrucke aus diesem Angebot kbnnen zusammen mit diesen Nutzungsbedingungen und den
korrekten Herkunftsbezeichnungen weitergegeben werden.

Das Veroffentlichen von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen ist nur mit vorheriger Genehmigung
der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Die systematische Speicherung von Teilen des elektronischen Angebots
auf anderen Servern bedarf ebenfalls des schriftlichen Einverstandnisses der Rechteinhaber.

Haftungsausschluss

Alle Angaben erfolgen ohne Gewabhr fir Vollstandigkeit oder Richtigkeit. Es wird keine Haftung
Ubernommen fiir Schaden durch die Verwendung von Informationen aus diesem Online-Angebot oder
durch das Fehlen von Informationen. Dies gilt auch fur Inhalte Dritter, die tUber dieses Angebot
zuganglich sind.

Ein Dienst der ETH-Bibliothek
ETH Zirich, Ramistrasse 101, 8092 Zirich, Schweiz, www.library.ethz.ch

http://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942835

4.

Congul Theiler combineg a thirst for kmowledge with an eagerness for
work, and it is puzzling to know how he finds time for his pergonal hobbieg -
stamp collecting and photography. Besides these, he likes fighing and is an
accomplished bridge player., At the same time he enjoys a game of: good old "Jassi,

Mrs, Theiler is an excellent tennis player, but findg it very
difficult now to hold her owvn against her husband, although ghe has the advantage
of a few years on the youthful side over him.

Their ll~year old son John, who is encouraged by hig father to become
a "congtructional engineer" - to use John's own words, has all the makings of a
fast athlete. He is fond of table tennis and of card tricks, 'He likes games, and

fex=al

is convinced that Switzerland is the finest country in the world:” also thath
Schwyzerdutsch is, next to English, the most important langusge; he just knows
Just a few words, but apparently not the right ones, since they seem to be hig
dad's despair! T

SWISS DEMOCRACY.
By Arnold Lunn.

(The following article is reprinted.from %he February issue of
de

"The Spectator!" by courtesy of the Editor).

Aristotle maintained that Democracy is only a transition stage
between oligarchy and dictatorship., Representative government can, in other
words, only endure if representation is limited to men of property. I might be
inclined to agree with Arigtotle but for the success of Democracy in Switzerland.

Bwigs, Democracy differs in many importent respects from our own. In
the first place, Switzerland ig gzoverned by a permanent coalition which hasg
lasted since 1848. The Bundesrat is unhampered by any doctrine of collective
responsgibility. The Socialigt member feels free to advige hig party to vote
against a measure spunsored by every member of the Bundesrat. If a Bill un-
animously approved Uy the Bundesrat ig rejected by the Federal Agsembly . the
Bundesrat placidly accepts the decision, The executive NEVAER resisns, Their
duty is to govern Switzerland in the interests not of any particular party but
of the Swigs people ag a whole., Concessiong have to be made to SVERY party from
the Jonservatives to the Socialists. One of the illusions of political thousht
ig that Democracy necessarily weans party government. I sald somethine to thig
effect at the Alpine Club in the course of a lecture on figwitzerland Revisited!,
The president, Mr. Leo Amury, formerly Secretary of State for India, made the
following commnentg which I quote with his permigsion, !The British system workgs
well in England because of our national diglike of extremists and our genius for
compromigse. It has been an almost unmitigated disagter for most of the con-
tinental countfies which adopted i1t. It will never work in India. Tf the Hindug
had the majority they would give no jobs excepting to Hindus. Mutabus mutandig
if the Muslimg had the majority. I have for years advocated something like the
Swisgs system for Indiatf. :

The stability of the SBwiss Government i1s due, among other things, %o the
influence of the peasant, for unlike so many of our urban intellectuals, the
peasant 1g a realist, and knowg that you cannot reap without sowing, and thas you
have to work as well as vote for a higher standard of living. In other Demo-
cracies the interests of the country are often completely subordinated to those
of the town; but no government in Switzerland would dare to disvegard the intercsts
of the peasant. Both the peasants and the trade unions exercise great influence,
with the result that both tovm and country get a falr deal.

Whereas in other Democraciecs the Left Wing parties are traditionally
hostile to the ammy, and inclined to pacifism, in Switzerland, thanks again to
the realism of the peasant, there lg no pacifism and no consgscicntious objection,
But perhaps the most important factor in the stability of Swiss democracy is the
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Catholic tradition of pre-Christian Burope, by, which éven the Protestant cantons
are unconsciously influcnced. The Swiss realise that both-power and property must
be widely distributed if the State is to remain free. The stronf regionalism of
the cantons, nowhere more strong than in the Catholic cantons, is an effective
check to tyrannical centralisabtion.  Recent legisiagtion has reinforccd the tra-
ditions which in the past operated agalnst the development of great landed
proprictors. :

I have often wondered how the Swiss contrived to prevent the concen-
0] o Tl % o H
tration of 'land in the hands of the few, = "Well, it's very difficulti said a Swiss
frignd of mine, 'to persuadec a ‘poasant to sell. He says 'land is worth morc than
monoyt",

What infinite wisdom is crystallised in that saying! TLand, of course,
does change hands in small quantities. Anybody who wanted to buy cnough land %o
build a chalet with a garden would have no difficulty, but once a man starts to
buy land as a mere speculation difficulties begin., A member of the Swiss
Parliamont told mc that in his valley a rich refugec was roady to buy any land
that was for salo, but the word went round "Don't sellf, for the poasants
instinctively felt that thoir way of life wags boing throatened.

The son of a wealthy Swiss manufacturcr was used as an agoent to buy part
of .an alp for hig fathér-in-law, who foresuw that war was incvitable and who folt
that if he owned an alp he would, at loast, be sure of buttor and cheese, but the
Government stopped in and forbade the sale on the ground that he was not a farmer
and would have to hire somcbody to run the alp for him. Ruskin would have beon
delight od for the tendency of such luglslntlon is in accord with the Ruskinian
prinpiplp, property to whom propor',

4 Sw1ss dumocracy works because it is both conscrvative and progressive,
the Tory domocracy of which Disracli drpamud but which ho never achieved. '"In
those 15 months" writes Mr. Sugene Bagger in his book fiThe Heathen arce Wrong!,

"I came to regard Switzorland as the finest domocracy in the world, a domocracy
bascd on the offort of hard thinking, and the dignity of hard worlz and the beauty
of self-imposged discipline. It was the one democracy in Burope that was on the
onc hand truly democratic, and on the other hand'worfga’ and this wag becausc of
all the Buropean d.mocracics it remaincd most faithful to the OthSt;%p origin of
our civilisation. ‘It was the most advanced of the Wuropean nations, becausc it
was the most conscrvative. /
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SOMETHING ABOUT YODELING.

An articlc on the Swiss Alphorn in your May issue has made very good

reading and I, like, I am sury, many others, arc greatiy indcbted to the con-
tributor, M. Wldmuf, for ¥t. Especially is-this the case for Swiss residents
of New Zeoaland who have loft théir old, but still beloved, country many:years
ago. In mony .of thosc old compatriots it must have-awakencd memories of old
and many arve wondéring if at lcast some of the old customs arc still in
oxistonce there. What about the Swiss yodol? What stirs up the heart of an old
Swiss in foreign parts morc than a good Swiss yodol. But what is a yodcl? Very
often 4t.fills the placce of the chorus part and enhances the beauty of a Bwiss
gong, Then agoin, it is a way of alpinc residents to cxpress their content and
happincss in song without words, -

A yodil is something .very original and it would.cven be very hard to
find a composer for it, Thisg is uSpuCllllV tho casc with tho Appgazvll yodcl.
I am an Appenzoller mysolf, and although I cannot yodel, I rcmember quite a bit
about it, Alfred Tobler in his song book "Sang und Klang ans Apponzc1]“ hasg
writteon some "ZHwerli" or Yodels, but failed to trace a composcr for thom. They
arc traditional. songs without words, and arc perhaps 100 yoars old if not no T,

Once upon o time a tourist travelling through this Canton mct o school-
boy who, while sitting on a rail fonco, relicved his happy foolings with a yodel.
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