Switzerland and the rights of the victors

Autor(en): [s.n.]

Objekttyp:  Article

Zeitschrift:  Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band (Jahr): 11 (1945-1946)

Heft 4

PDF erstellt am: 29.05.2024

Persistenter Link: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942808

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte an
den Inhalten der Zeitschriften. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei den Herausgebern.

Die auf der Plattform e-periodica vero6ffentlichten Dokumente stehen fir nicht-kommerzielle Zwecke in
Lehre und Forschung sowie fiir die private Nutzung frei zur Verfiigung. Einzelne Dateien oder
Ausdrucke aus diesem Angebot kbnnen zusammen mit diesen Nutzungsbedingungen und den
korrekten Herkunftsbezeichnungen weitergegeben werden.

Das Veroffentlichen von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen ist nur mit vorheriger Genehmigung
der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Die systematische Speicherung von Teilen des elektronischen Angebots
auf anderen Servern bedarf ebenfalls des schriftlichen Einverstandnisses der Rechteinhaber.

Haftungsausschluss

Alle Angaben erfolgen ohne Gewabhr fir Vollstandigkeit oder Richtigkeit. Es wird keine Haftung
Ubernommen fiir Schaden durch die Verwendung von Informationen aus diesem Online-Angebot oder
durch das Fehlen von Informationen. Dies gilt auch fur Inhalte Dritter, die tUber dieses Angebot
zuganglich sind.

Ein Dienst der ETH-Bibliothek
ETH Zirich, Ramistrasse 101, 8092 Zirich, Schweiz, www.library.ethz.ch

http://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942808

6.

It was not his own inclination, but the feeling that he "fitted nowhere" which
made him take to writing after the collapse of his institubte for the sducation
of the poor at the Neuhof, His literary work, some of which hasg been
unpublished to this day, was born of sheer need, and his rustic novel, Lienhard
and Gertrud, remairs above all the imperishable monument to a faith in the
human heart which could be shaken neither by outward hardship nor by ingratitude
and humiliations of all kinds, '

Postalozzi's educational principles are founded on the conviction that man
as the creation of God, has his place in the immutable process of nature, and
hence must be educated in accordance with the fundamental laws of natural
developument. Even education, he declares, can do nothing but "lend a hand" %o
nature as God's creation, Like the plant, the child first requires physical
care; the mother is its first physical and spiritual nourisher, the "sanctuary
of the home" the soil in which all education has its roots, It is nature, not
the conclusions of rational reflection, which is the educative mission of the
mother, For that reason Pestalozzi makes the humble wife of the village mason
the prototype of the mother in her educational function, Yet even in hig view,
education is not exhausted in a loving care which would accustom the growing
human being to be sustained and cared for all his life, True motherly love isg
"thoughtful love!, and as such it sets the child on its path to the supreme
goal of all education ~ the power to help and educate itself, Because
Pestalozzi had himgelf learned that nobody on God's earth can help the human
being unless he can help himgelf, it was, from his time at the Neuhof on, his
central aim that even the humblest of the humble should be pubt in a position to
help themselves and maintain themselves in their own station, Posterity rightly
honours in Pestalozzi the friend of the despised and the mtcast, and as the
defender of the defenceless, who found, and taught others %o find, the essential
dignity of man in every human being, even the weak in mind and the erring.

But what Pestalozzi as a social educator had in mind as the ideal of the human
community was not merely the welfare statc, which seeks to relieve every ono of
its citizens of as much moral responsibility as possible. It was rather the
living community of active human beings who, cach in hig station, should do all
that lay in his power for himgelf and for others.

The troubles of the revolutionary period made Postalozzi realize that a
sovereign people wl..uoubt political cducation is a child playing with fire and
threatening the hcuse with ruin every moment, But true humanity is the .
foundation of every healthy state, and man is only a citizen in proportion as ho
is a man, We have recently been the horrified witnesses of the depths of
inhumanity to which nations can sink when they reverse that truth, The only
thing that can preserve our world from future catastrophcs of unimaginable
horror ig the warning which Pestalozzi gave to the pooples of Furope at a time
of crisis not unlike our owm:

"For a continent in a state of intellectual, moral and political
degencration, there is no salvation save by education, by the education of
humanity, the formation of men',

SWITZERLAND AND THE RIGHTS OF THE VICTORS.
Tranglation from the "Journal de Genével

As soon as victory was won, the Allies let it be known that they would take
all the necessary steps to prevent the national--gocialist leaders from finding
a refuge in neutral countries, and their successors from being able to organige,
sooner or later, a new hegemony with the help of funds which, on the eve of
defeat, they were able to deposit in a safe place. Switzerland had good reason
to applaud that policy, Al though generous, and always ready to grant asylum to
persecuted peoples, she would not help criminalg to escape the punishment they
deserve., While resolved to justify the confidence which foreigners have always
shown in her by entrusting her with the safeguvarding of their property,
Switzerland was not willing to play the part of a receiver of war-loot, or to
become involved in a war of revenge in which she would be amongst the firgt to
suffer, She has said so time and time again in her presg; her Government hasg
confirmed it in a dirlomatic note. She made it plain that she was ready to
co~operate in plans for moral reconstruction and general security, and she is
still of the same nind,



T

However, as time goes on Switzerland finds tha’ her intentions are not in
conformity with the wishes of the Allies, and it seems ag if it will be
difficult to arrive at any conclusion, In fact, it is clear that the victors
will not be satisfied with the.recovery of the booty accumulated by the Reich
at the time of their precarious victories, and with the soquestration of the
property of war criminals and other persons responsibie for the conflict, They
go very much furthoer, They despoil all Germans, whether good or bad, at home
or abroad, regaslloss of whether they served under the national-socialist
rogime or whether they fought it at the risk of their lives, Through tho
military government of occupation they doclare that they now own all Gorman
property without any distinction, They expect thet decision to apply not only
in the territories which they control or over which thoy exercise anthority,
~ but also in foreign lands, especially in neutral countries which have not
Joined the United Nations Orgonisation, They have no% even troubled to advise
Switzorland officially of that decision, made more than a month ago.

Apparently they think that sho will accopt it without even discussing it.

However, Switzorland ig discussing it and will continus to do so. She ig
proparcd to ncgotiate, bul she is %oo conscious of hor own sovereignty and
indepondsnce to ogroe to the onforcement in her own country of a law which she
hag not made and which is founded on the rule of force. Does that mean ghe is
prosumptuous? No, simply that she romains faithful to the values which she
has always upheld, She took the Atlantic Chartor seriously. She does not
consider the proamble and the first Articles of the Son Francisco Charter simply
as examples of style, She was told that the Allies were fighting for the
"sovercign equality of all nations, great or smallf, She know that sho horself
was resisting in order to defend that same tiuth, She will have to suffer many
hard blows from the Great Powers beforo they can shake Lo faith and before she
loses the confidence and hope which are the essence of her being.

The Swiss Government, in agroement with public opinion - excopt those whose
line of conduct has always been dictated by foreigners ~ has adopted a policy of
fairnoss and honesty in this matter, They woni so far as %o divulge in any way
that was useful, the professional secrets of lawyors and bankers, thereby setting
an oxample which would cerbainly not be followed by thouc vwery persons who
accuse them of weakness. The Government has also made careful and serupulous
inventories of all German property in Switzerland, They havo agked foreilgn
obsorvers to control our methods of work and investigation, They hawve fully
carried out their Jduty.

Switzerland is ruproachod bocause she remembers that fermany has deceived
her and that she too has claimg to Dring against Gomany, Becapse she is
anxiousg about the fate of Swissg subjocts who have come back from Germany in a
state of abject poverby, deprived of the frults of long ycars of work.

Because ghe is unwilling to despoill foreigners who have becn Switzerland!s
guests for long years, who have legitimate savings, like the Swiss people by
whoso side they have worked in poace. Becausc she rofuses Yo confuse, by an
intolerable simplification, criminals and good citizons, and will not strike at
the same time &t Nazi loaders and at thoso who, like many syndicatos,
benevolent societlies, roligious organisations, and brave oppononts of Hitler,
have exported their capital to Switzerland so that it might not be used to
soerve the designs of the Fuhrerx, Because she wishes %0 mako o distinction -
inspired by a simplo sense of Jjustico - betwoen the guilty who took fright and
who tried, unsuccossfully, to preopare havens for themselves in Switzerland, and
the persecuted pecple who roquested hospitality in ordor to represent in
Switzerland what is best in Gormany and what couid bo used i her peaceful
reconstruction,

Switzerland will always refuse to have any part in these simplifications,
She has her own laws and she intends to apply them in full sovereignty, The
law of the victor is often arbitrary, we know full well, But Switzerland will
see that its power does not oxtend inside her frontiers, Tor her it is a
question of national dignity and it is undispuiable, because the independence
of a small country is indivisible,

P,5. On the occasion of the broadcast on Saturday, 23rd Fcbruary, the Swiss news
commentator stated Liat it was intimated that if ‘the Swiss Tedoral Council wore
pressed to transfe:r to the Allies all the assets in Switrerland of Germans,
whether innocent or guilty, the Swiss people would compensate all innocent
Germans from their swn resources,
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