Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 10 (1944-1945)

Heft: 11

Artikel: Swiss reflection on the San Francisco Conference
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942782

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.07.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942782
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

6.

designed to put an end to any inadmissible activity.
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SWISS REFLECTION ON THE SuaN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE.

If you study the history of international collabovation in the past century,you
will find that Switzerland has always played a leading role, She was present
when the Geneva Convention of the treatment of war prigsoners was signed and
‘offered hospitality to the international bureaux like that of the World Postal
Union,the World Telegraphic Union,the Central Office for International Railway
Traffic,the International Patent Office and the International Broadcasting Union.
She has always supported all social,cultural ,hygienic and political congresses
which render a service to peace and finally the League of Nations which was
establighed in Geneva.

Swit:zorland has not been represented at the San Francisco Conference, She has
not even sent an official observer,and does not know whether she will ever

Join the new world organization,but these facts have not let the Swiss people

be indifferent a’s all, Since the bogianing of the San Francisco Conference and
particularly since its successful conclusion,the Swiss pcople arc following the
discussions and results of tho now world organizabtion with the greatest interest.
We are beginning to ask oursclves now whether we shail ever have a chance of
showing our rcadiness Vo co-operate or whether we shall become outsiders, A
small country herself.Switzerland is looking forward to the recognition of the
significance of the small pewers and of their right to live independontly, This
‘docs not mcan that she is in opposition to the great powers which have a leading
part to play. On the contrary.Switzerland always considercd it most unfortunate
that the United States and Russia and later also Germany stayed away from the
League of Nations, The Swise people who have had to live for centuries between
great powers like France and dustria and later in betweoen two bellis:rent great
powers likc Germany and France know well cuough the importont part a big nation
has to play and today are wishing nothing better then that these nations will
really fulfill their tasks in the security of peace. :

The small countriocs have ncither the power nor the mcans to fight the trouble
makers effectively. Switgzerland fully understandg that the great powers
reserve the leading roles for themselves.

The second question,ona of the most cssential for our country,is that of the
maintenance of our centuries oid neutrality. What will happen whon the

signers of the world peace,demand that all members of the organization

co~operate in milivary or other sanctions again? For the time being,Switzerland
is waiting for the signatory powers to assumc their final attitude in this question.
The time may come where she will have to chose between her traditional neutral ity
and the new gecurity, Our choice will then be made c¢lmly and objectively, :
balancing out thc pros and cons beccausc our noutrality has been a way to the
independence and liberty of our nation, .

For the moment there are only few partisans.of the idea of abandoning our
neutrality. They are ropresentod among the leftists,i.c,among the Communists
and also in certain intellectual circles. Everywherc else something like o
deep attachment for our ncutrality can be felt, This was still evident the
other day during the convention of the Swiss Socialists, This party does not
. envisago the maintenance of the principle of necutrality unless we receive in
return cqual guarantiscs of securlty,

A commission of cxperts is going %o study the entire problem. The government,
the parliament and no doubt the pcople too will take part in the matter, As
soon as a decision has beer taken,it is not oxcluded that a sort of iantermediary
position will be found,pormitting the maintenance of our neutrality perhaps '
in a reviged form without our being obliged to remain outside the international
organization and condemned to refrain from all contact with it.
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