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Tetley,E. (Mrs,), Kati Kati Williams,G.R.,35% The Terrace,llell inzton,
Truatsch,U, ,Hangawera Rd.,Morrinsville, Wuest,Walter, Lowgarth,

Von Holgzen,J.,R.M.D,,Te Aroha, . Wiyss,Mr. ,Hikutaia,

Vlaeger,C, ,hite Hart Hotel,Hawera. Zeler,John,Centennial ave., Waltara,
Walder,J.,Grafton Rd.,Thames, Zimmermamn ,David,C/- Vorking Ments Club,
Waldvogel ,W. ,0takeho, - 2 Kitchener St,,Auckland.C.l,
Weber, A, (Miss),Ostrich Farm,Pukekohe. Zimmermann,F, ,Kaponga.

Welss,H. (Mrs.),P,0,Box 4,Lower Hutt. Zimmermann, J, (Mrs.),C/- Father Wall,
Werder,Jos.,Springdale,Vaitoa, Moori Missioner,Okato,

Vidmer,B. (Mrs.),15 Hamlet St.,Stratford, Zimmermann,L,,Otakeho.

Widmer,E,,Te Poi,Matamata. Zimmermann,P.W, ,Mere Mere,R.D,Hawera,
Widmer,J,W,Tikorangi,Waltara. Zuercher,il.,212 Pattison Rd,,Hastings,
Fischlin, A, ,Eltham Rd,,Opunake. Zuercher, 3, B, ,Longburn, Palmerston Nth,

NEW MEMBERS.

It affords us much pleasure to announce the enrolment of further new members
recently:

Mr., F.X,Huwyler, Box 4, Kai-iwi,Wanganui,
Mr,E,Meler,R,D.2, Hanaia,Taranaki,

Mr., Joe Langenberger,Poro Poro,ihakatane,
Mr, B, Murer, Owhango,King Country,

Mrs.Ida Schicker,Mangatoki, Taranaki,
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CONGRLU T UL ST T .0 N S,

The Central Committee of the S.B,S. wishes to extend hearty Congratulations to
the Taranaki Organisers for the splendid succegss of the great August Celebration
held recently at Lowgarth. Mrs.Glacomettl and Miss Bernold performed indeed a
great job, as we know full well the work entailed in running such a big affair,

We wonder whether it ever occurred to the countlesgs Compatriots participating
in these popular festivals in the Taranalsi, how meny Swiss are non-members of
the S.B.S.7- What a wonderful opportunity it would present to one or more of
our staunch supporters to canvas for new members at such a gathering!!!)

ANY VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT TIME??? It does seem a pity that so many compatriots
do not recognise the gpiritual and practical support they would give our
Benevolent Ingtitution by enrolling; quite apart from the intercsting reading
in our monthly papecr,

It appears to us that some enterprising Taranaki Organiscrs should arrange a
function in the best suited centrc, SOLELY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE SWISS
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, Wo feel certain this would find universal appeal and
enthusiastic support,

Central Committec,
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SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND.,

The Federal Council drew up the agenda of itemsg for the coming fall scssion of
the Parliament,which opens Scptember 18th. On thc agenda is the Neuchatol
initiative on compulsory social insurance, the Solothurn initiative for a
national improvement program, the Federal Council's administration, the activity
of the Federal Tribunal and of the Federal Insurance Court, a number of
Minitiotives" concerning help for the ncedy aged, the protection of the
families, the reprovisioning of thc country or the status of agriculturc,and

the problem of "onec-price~stores'.

The Federal Council has voted tho nesessary crodits for the continuance of
logns to Swiss repatriates. Each of these loang ampunt to 3000 francs, in
oxceptional instances 5000. francs, It is understood that such aid is only
glven in thosc cases where the recipients have no other means in Switzorland.
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The Federal Council decided to recommend the rejection by the Federal Assembly
of the petiltions for pardon, presented by two coundemned to death for esplonnage
and high treason,

Compared with Auguét,l939,the cost of living index shows an incrsase of 5l,6%
in Ausust 1944, It represents only a very slight decrease of 0.4% on the July
1944 index, due to the usual decline of potato prices at this time of the year,

The §wiss Minister to France,Dr,Walter Stucki,arrived at Geneva on September 7th,
ooming from Vichy by road., The automoblile column of the Lezation comprised ten
passenger cars and one truck, All vchicles had the Swiss flag and were given
military honors by the garrison on their doparturce from Vichy, The journey
went without mishap,but was delaycd at some points where bridges were dostroyed.,
A1l the way, the Frecnch population gave signs of sympathy to the staff of the
Legation, From the Swiss border the cars drove to Geneva'ls City Hall where
Minister Stucki took lcave of gome of his collaborators,

According to a communication dated Avgust 3rd from the Swiss Legation in Tokio,
the Swiss Consul General At Singaporo,lir.Rudolf Arbenz has recently died.
Mr, Jean Wild,Chanccllor, will be in charge ad interim of tho Consulate General.

Afteor a long traffic inteorruption, the first Preonch train coming from Bellegarde
arrived in Cornavin station in Geneva shortly beforc noon on Secptember 15th,

In vicw of the military opcrations in Francc,now toking placc in the proximity
of the Swiss frontiocr,thc Genoral of the Swiss Ammy issued in agrcoment with
the Federal Council the following communigue: 'On the proposal of thc General,
the Federal Council has ordercd a partial mobilization of Swiss frontier troops.
Ycllow posters calling up these unlts have been posted in all communitics and
roilway stations,!

This moasgurc strengthens further our sccurity plan and shows that our
country stands ready to copc with all cventualitiles,

On Scptomber Hth,Swiss skiocs suffored a grave violation., Our air patrols went
up and werc dirocting an Amcrican bomber torard a landing ground when they were
violontly attacked by cscorting Amcrican pursuit planes, One of our fighters
was hit soveral times but succoecded in making a landing ot Dubendorf, while
another crashod to the ground., The pilot of this sccond planc was killed,

Two American bombers werc forced to land in Switzorland. The crews hove been
intorned,

On Soptember 8th, shortly before 9 a.m.,four Americon airplanes flew over the
town of Delemont in the Bernese Jura and machinegunned the railway station's
ingtallations, They particularly aimed at freight traing on sidetracks.
Fortunately, the cars werc empty but several werc heavily damoged and a :
locomotive was made scrviceless. Five railway men were wounded, At about the
same time,forolgn planes strafod tho station of Mouticr in the Birs Valley.
Machino gun bullets caused the fall of a high-teonsion clectric line. One

railway man hit by the falling cable was killed and another seriously woundod,

On feptomber 11th,Swiss skies werc violated numcrous times. Shortly after 2.0p.m.
three american fightor plancs attackod the Zurich-Basol cxpress train between
Augst and Pratteln, Many travellers were injured by the attack and by the sudden
stopping of the traln by the cngincer who saw the coming attack. The engine and
sovon passongor cars worce damaged and the clectric line was torn.

It 1s officlally reportod that tho Swiss Logation in Washington has been
ingtructed to call tho attention of the American government to the grave
violations of Swiss skics in the coursc of the past doys by American aircraft
and to tho acts of aggrossion that havo accompanicd them. The Legation will
Ingist that all useful mcasures be taken with o viow to averting the
reoccurrcence of thosc incidents, Switzorland's right to complote reparation
of tho damago couscd will be reserved. Parallcl roprescntations have been made
by the head of the Political Department to the United States Ministor in Berne,



6

It is to be recalled in this connection that on September 12th,not less than

65 violations of our skies.were reported.. On September 13th,with covered skies
and o decrease of air activity, 9 violations are reported. One smerican. bomber
was forced to land in the afternoon at Duebendorf, The crew of nine is’ gafe
and has been interncd. T :

In ordor to avoid the repetitlon of these incidents mnd to facilitate the
delimination of our frontlers from the air,Switzerlond has 1lifted the blackoub
and has hoisted the Swiss flag over buildings in the frontier arcas,

But 1% is not only the violation of our skics by fighters on offensgive patrols
that reminds us that the war has come very close to our frontiers., An official
comnunique says that on September 12th, four shells fired by a German battory
fell on Swiss territory near the Damvant fronticr in the Bernege Jura. Damage
was causcd to agriculturec and a housc was slightly domaged. No one wasg injurecd.

The government of the Licchtonstein Principality has decided to 1ift immecdintely
all blackout measuvrcs on Licchtenstein territory,

On Scptomboer 14th, two Swiss motor-barges, the "uccrne" and the "Glarus",camc
up to the picr of thc Swiss Rhinc port of Pctite Huningue ncar Basel, These
vessols have been attacked from the air twice during their trip up the Rhine and
were scvercly damoageds On board the "Glarus!" onc sailor,Franz Winter,eged 17,
of Bascl,was killed.

4 convoy of sovercly woundcd soldicrs crosscd the border Friday morning,
Septonber 15th,ncar Nouchatcl,i.o,,at Les Verrieres, Tho ambulanccs had
arrived from Pontarlicr and the wounded men weorce sent to hospitals in tho Val de
Travers and in tho city of Neouchatel,

Two hundrcd and twenty-six Freonch children between the ages of six and thirtcen
years have arrived in Gencva and arc on their woy to Zurich, They will spend,
a three-month vacation in our country.

Another convoy of Fronch childron from the school sanatorium of Mogeve in Haute
Savoy arrived on the Swiss border ncar Geneva. These 240 children will he
carcd for by private families in Geonova,luccrnc and St.Gallen. On the other
hand, 75 Fronch childron who had found a tomporary shelter in Switzerland,
rocrosscd the border cn route to Cluse in Savoy.

Important arrangemcnts have been made for the repatriation of thousands of
French refugeos actuolly in Switzorland., Nearly 30,000 Freanch who found
tcmporary sholter in our country may from now on be repatriated, It is
undcrgtood that the ropatriation procedurc will undcrgo a strict control.

Following ncgotiations through the intermediary of Switzerland,en oxchange of
war prisoncrs,scriously wounded soldicrs and sanitary personnel,as well as

600 civilians has talzen place at Gotcborg in Sweden., The oxchange was madc on
Scptombor 8th under the supervision of tho Swedish goverament, 1553 Germen
soldiers have boon able to rcturn home while 2053 British and Americans arc
getting tho samo priviloge.

Following the destruction of Valleiry, a littlec frontier French town ncar
Geneva, during the fighting between FFI-troops ond the Germans,a relicf

committec was sot up to sgtart a campalgn in becholf of the place, Tho ideca was
to raisc moncy ond to obtain contributions of clothes,foodstuff, ote. In
rosponso,five large trucks loadcd with furniturc,scwing-machines,clothes,cte.,
crossed the fronticr at Goeneva hecaded for Valleiry, At tho same time, the
connittee handed the French Mayor of the tovm an cnvclope containing onc million
Prench francs to be distributced among the mogt needy pcople of the locality,

Theo collcction organized by the Lausanne commlttec for §t,Gingolph, the little
Fronch village on the shores of Liakc Goncva destroycd by the German occupation
troops as reoprisal shortly prior to the libomation of all Upper Savoy, brought
in 90,000 Swiss francs,
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At a meeting of the Zurich Prese associatlon,Mr,Walter Roth, journalist of
Zurich,spoke about the press during the past seven years., He showed how our
press has fought for its freedom through these years, It has upheld the banner
of right and humanity and hoag succesded in informing. our peovle about world
events, The Swiss press has never faltered in its defense of the Swiss point
of view,vhenever and wherever it was attacked or contested. If it has accepted
a certain discipline during the war,it has never been at the cxpense of truth,

Wednesday,September 13th, was the official day of the Lausanne Comptoir or Trade
Fair., Many Federal officials as well as ropresentatives of the Vaudois
authoritics attended, lr,Pilot-Golaz,Vice~President of the Confederation, head
of the Political Dopartment,made a spcoch which supplemented his cxposcs of the
past days beforc the National Council's Foroign Affalrs Committec., Aftor alluding
to the proximity of fighting at our fronticrs whorc the bolligeronts are in
dcadly combat,Mr,Pilct-Golaz underlined the two tasks of the army. Stand guard
at our doors and cxcrcisc control over our fronticrg, Switzerland wants to show
hersclf merciful but therc must be certain limits on the hospitality we oxtend.
Tho asylum we offer ls a right for ug alonc; for thosc who ask for it,it is a
favor,  Extcerior sccurity and interior order arc the criterions we shall judgo
by, to which can be added the porsonal merit of the onc who requests asylum and
the dengor to which he 1is oxposcd., After expreossing Switzerland's willingness to
help in the full mecasurc of her mcans in the reconstruction of Europe and to
collaborate in all humanitarian works and ontorpriscs,and strcssing that our
neutral ity hog been fully justifiod during the proscent conflict,Mr.Pilet-Golaz
endcd with an appcal to the Swiss pcoplc to continuc their cfforts on bechalf of
social progrecss: 'We have beon united in holding out,lct us remain united as we
march along into the future',

Statistics published on theo Swiss tourist tradc,which has boon heavily hit by
tho cevents, show that not only has the numbor of foroign tourists dccrcasecd,but
the rccont mobilization of troops have cut down the number of Swiss tourists,too.
However, the number of paticnts in our sanitariums and health cstablishments
mounted by 25,000, But there is spaco for morc, It is ostimated that only 75
out of cach 100 beds werc occupicd during the month of Junc last. No doubt,

the number will increasc immediately aftor the war.

The S/S "El Oriente!,flying the Panamanian flag,has been added to the ships in
the service of the Red Crogs and is to be used to carry relief shipments for
prisoners of war, The imerican Red Cross,which facilitated the purchase of
this ship,has expressed the desire that it should be registered under the name
of §/8 "Henri Dunant!, the founder of tho Rod Cross.

The letters of Pestalozzi,the great Swiss educator of the end of the 18th
century,will be published for the occasion of the 200th anniversary of
Pestalozzi's birth,on January 12,1946. This publication will cost approximately
110,000 francs, The Canton of Zurich probably will subsidize this entorprisc,

Some 400 British,Australian and New Zoaland prisoncrs of war ecvadces from camps
in Germany and Italy left Switzerland on September 26th,for Annemasse and
Grenoble in France., 4 first convoy passcd through Gencva on Scptember 23rd.
According to the Haguc Convontions, war ovadces arc to be considercd by tho
noutrals as froc men and have the right to transit across noutral countrics,

On September 2lst,at noon, a German patrol boat landed at Uttwil in the Canton
of Thurgou with scven young Fronchmen on board who had cscaped from a German
prisoner of war camp, They had succeeded in getting hold of the patrol boat
ot Immeonstadt on the German side of tho Lake of Constance.

Reports from France givo information on the role played by the Swiss Consul
Mr., Huber ot Lille and by another of our countrymen, tho Revercnd Pache,at
the timc of the covacuntion of the city by the Gorman troops. Consul Huber
with Pastor Pache intcrvencd in order that 700 French prisoncrs might not be
tokon to Gormony. Aftor long ncgotiations theoy obtainod permission for 400
of thogse prisonors to bo sot froec and that the property of the rcomeining 300
be ontrusted to the Swiss Consulate.
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In its meeting of September 29th,the Federal Council prohibited the exportation

of all war material in a more restricted sense of the word,i.e.,arms, ammunition,
fuses,parts of ailrcraft and any other products of this kind, The prohibition will
become effective on October 1,1944, and will apply to all belligerent states
according to the Convention of the Hague of October 18,1917, on the rights and
dutics of neutral countries in wartime,

The Federal Council has decided to pay again this yeoar special bonuses to the
Pederal cmployces and officials in order to esable thom to do their winter
shopping in time, The total bonuses paid will amouwnt to 18 million francs,
Marricd cmployces will get 210 francs,unmarried persons with a dependent 175
francs, and 2ll othors 140 francs.

In the National Council,thc debatc was continucd on the financial situation of
the Confederation. Federal Councillor Nobs drew a goneral picture of the prescnt
sltuation of the Confedoration'!s financos. The deficit in 1944 budgeted at

25 millions will rcach somcthing like 200 millions duc to the increcase of social
ané cconomic oxponditurcs and in particular to the drop in duty revenues., Old
age insurance in particular and tho consolidation of the financial situation

of thc Foderal Railways will requirc large amounts. The timo has not comc to
envisage a decrcagse in taxes, The government must outline the new financial
program.

OBITUARY:

Held in-highest esteem by o wide circle of friencs, Mr, J.M.Anrcin of Te Kuilti,
passcd away at his home in Kaitangiwelka, on Scptember 8th. He rcached the age
of 75, and thce Tc Kuiti district loscs onc of thoe best kmowm pioncers,

Mr, Amrein came to New Zealand in 1903 and took up farming in the Taranaki
district., Aaftcer his marriage to Miss Katharina Lutz at Stratford,hc purchasecd
property at Kaltangiweka and for the remaining 35 years of his life farmed in
that district. He 1s survived by his wifc and 5 childron, Messrs.Nicholas
Amrecin,Joseph Amrcin, and Mesdames O'Reilly,Dowman ~nd Remnant; aolso 16 {j
Grandchildren, |

Our Socicty cxtbtends to the bercaved family the most sincerc sympathics and
regrets. '

Wk W T By Dy

Good stecady man or boy for Dairy Parm,wogcs above award
for good man,no stripping, good homc and conditions,

Apply ~

E. Katt cl N
R.D.,Putaruru,

ADYEBRTISENEDNT S,

MR, JOHN BUTLER,Butchcr,Tariki; Varictics of Swiss Sausagcs.

MR, TONY KOMMINCOTH,Wcllington: Visit his new "Lido" Tea Rooms,118 Courtenay
Place,Wellington.

MR, F,GRAEDEL,Orini R,D,,Taupiri: Monufacturing Mountain Chalet Crcam Checsc~

4d per cakc-plus postage. Orders promptly
dealt with,

MR,L.LEUTHARD,Ncw Plymouth: Visit his "Hygicnic Dining Rooms', i
MR.L. ZURCHER, 212 Pattison Rd., 1944 Apple Cider,5/~ por gallon in two
Hastings: gallon lots,plus freight; samples freoc of 1

charge; in ordering statc dry or sweot,

Jars to lond, "Moscht mliends aim gh#, !
CORRESPONDENCE: Plcasc addross to the Sccretary - Mr, E,Morz,

P.0.Box 85, AUCKLAND,.C,1,

-

“".'
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