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SUNDRY NZVWS FROM SWITZIRLAND.

What ig statoed to be the bigrest conflagration in Bagle for tienty years
destroyed in the night of August 13th the Timber yard of Schmidt Sthne A,G.,
in the lein¥ningserstrasse., The damage 1s catimated to exceed one million
francg and the valuavle stock of timber is irreplaceable under »nresent
conditions., "he tram gservice alonz the adjoining road was temporarily

1

interrupted ~u the heat from the fire had melted down the over-head ives,

A new non:ter traim car has recently cammed the gweepinz adniration of the
F D
Balois; 1% carvies a hundred passensers (27 sitting and 73 standing) and had

been lent for a week by the Zurich administration in ovder to demongtrate ite
practicable uge of the Basle system,

Daily menug over the telephone to suit all tastes and fit all Hurses is the
latest Swise method of assicting housewives to cope vwith rationing problems,
Housewives dial "75430", a zirl dictates two menues - one 7Tor lunch, one

for dinner, The menus are not unreallsable davdrcans of a pre-war Zourmand!
Bvery dish hasg been carefully pondered on and adapted to the season as well

ag the budoet of the average Swiss middle-clags fanily of four,

'Tomorvow!s lunch will be vegetable soup; cabbage and barley with sausage and
boiled potatoes. Dinner will be mixed annle and potato nulv made a little more
tasty by putting clices of toasted bread on top, Then follows cofifee and

nilk with bread and whey-cheese.! This innovation has been brousht into
oristence by the collective effort of the telephone administration and the
Zurich municinal zas company. The menus arc composed by a group of experts
payinz the most careful atitention to rationing prescriptions and nutritive
substance.,

=

One of the gwrcatest economice wonders of our days 1ls the fact that Switzerland
possesses the largest Re-insurance Company in the world, In spite of the
isolated »Hogition of our country, the Swisco-Reinsurvance Company in Zurich has
not ealybeon able o keep up its business, of vhich more than 90% is

derlved <rom abroad, but reached last ycar the hichest premiwn receints since
its foundation with an amount of 360 million francs, The result from the
foreisn activities of the Company is for our economy of the utiost
impovtance, as from them it pays in direct taxatlon annuelly more to the
Swiss exchequer than what 1t carns in an average year from its home business,
The undertakting owes its existence to private initlative and personal
enterprise, dut. its prestige to Swiss ability, reliability and trustworthiness,
which in these uwncertain days are appreciated all over the wowrld.
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Whilst almost the whole world is aflame and the already existing difficult
position in many countries 1s made even worge through labour troubles, our
1ittlc country enjoys not only external peace, but also an almogt undisturbed
labour concord., According to official statistics only 19 labour disputes
have occurred durins the last year by demonds for am increase of wases,
causing sirikes of short duration, As a resuli of these difficulties merely
7,000 woxlzing deys were lost. Only Tour strikes, involving 400 strikers

and 1,700 wovking days occurrcd at firms belongin, to employers organisations,
This low number of lost working days bears witness of the sense of responsibility
of workmen ond ecmployers alike and of the conviction that peace in industry
is of the zwrcatest importance for Swiss econoiy.

It is probably unique in the whole world that all the members belonging to an
industry tolie their holideys at tho same tlme, This happens actually in

the Svilcs wateh industry now for some years past, In thic way all the watch
factories close dowm in the first week in Auoust. In the canton of Neuchatel
alone roushly /40,000 watchmakers, men and women, have had their well~sarned
and fully pald holidays.
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At the besinning o thig month ne legs than 150 trucks of ten tons each
containins sevoral millionsg of prisonerst parcels had accumulated in the
Geneva voilvay sheds walting to be despatchec to their destination; they
were sent Tron the U,8,A,,Greal Britain and Canada. In the Tiret quarter
of this year well over 30,000 tons of Red Crogs welief paicels for
prisoners of war or cilvilian internees left Goeneva, Steps are beins taken
to ewsure laxger -nd more reswlar consisnmonts of parcels to non~interned
civiliang, as 1% has beoen found that trial parcels sent to non-interned
British, Noiveslian, Polish,Dutch, Czecho-glovak, French, and Belgian
subjects have veached them.

The delegatve: neetinz of the $wiss Alpine Club, held at Pontresina,voted
a crediv o Lis, 53,500 for the reconstiuction of the huts on the ILudernen
and Blumlisaln, It was also declded to admit the professional guides to
the benefity o the Clubls accident insuronce by increasing the meabers?
contributlon b7 one franc.

After a lively cannaizn the inhabitants o Horgen (Zurich) rejected by a
snall majo ity a demand by the shen assistonts backed by the soclalists
to clogse stores and shoos at five ofclock on Saturday afteranocons,

Belleved %o De the oldest Swiss, Alols Gabriel,of Unterwalden,celebrated
his 103rd anniversary on the Oth November,

Pribourg is one of the few cantons vhich ig entirely self-supporting.

A arge portion of tha agriculiural products are exported to neighbouring
cantons; the culilvated avea has nearly doubled from 15,500 hectares in
1918 to 29,500 in 1943.  About 850 truck loads of surplus cereals have
Benefited the rvest of the country.

The tobacco crop in the Broye valley has produced about 900 tons,which
is legs than in previous years, but the guality is stated to be excellent;
the fallingeoff is due to drovght.

At a specilal manifestation in Schaffhausen the mayor welcomed about 500
youns aen who had re ched the age of 20; they each received a present
and 2 cepy of the communal charter,

A large part of the small village of Arbaz, near Sitten, was destroyed by
fire, said to have orlginated in a barn. Over ten buildings were reduced
to asheg, meny families were rulned amongst vhom are the Sernier,Quarroz
and Torrent,

In Geneva mushroomg can only be sold at the open markets vhere a special
inspector 1s always in attendance; the latter ls gziving free advice to
any purchaser o this delicaay, {Our readers will be interested to

hear thot mushrooms which are in such greoat cdemand in thisg country contain
no nouvishment ab all,)

We may yet sec sone of our compatriots in the actuwal fighting line not on
the ovders of Goneral Guisan dbut of Commander von Pfyffer who ig the C.0,
of avout & hundred unconscripted btut privileged zallant warriors known as
the Panal Svilgs Guard. The news that they have had to discard thelr
pieturesque vaiforn of medieval culrass vith two-handled Crusader sword
and change into oxdinary battle dress with automatic rifles and live
ammnition mey have caused visionsg of the Tuileries in some of them thouzh
wo hardly thinl: that they will be called uwoon to emulate that historic
feat. Iike all Zamouvs reziments they are proud of thelr higtory. They
were called into beingz by Pope Julius II during his relgn from 1503 to 1513
orizinally the Swiss Guard was recruited eiclusively from Lucerne and it
is recorded that Michelanzelo designed their wniform,
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Awout one hwndred Australians, who had escaned from prisoner of war camps in
Ttaly and nado the journey over the Alps, arrived recently at Brigue, in
Switzerland, vhere & big Protestant gatherins of the Canton Valals was being
held, with gervices in French end German Tor the hundreds of persons who had
come {rom all paris o the Canton,

The Austroliong were ~iven a great reception by the Swiss, and a service in
Inlish vasg heold for them by Pastor Haln of Sierre, who was formerly in
London,

The Federel Council has authorilsed the National Bank to open special creditg
Toxr the benelit or the watch incustry in order %o stimulate export notably
to Anmexica,

In spite of the high cost and scarcity of instruments the number of Radio
subscribers hag increaged during September by 515, totalling at the end of

(e

the month 757,519: since January 28,388 have invested in new installations.

A somevhat 7loouy outlool was niven to the menbergof the Swiss Associstion
of Tourigt Traliic when they met at Neuchatel. They were advised to cater
in future Tor Vourists with little money end that a recovery of tourist
f7ic on the pre-~war level cannot be expected, and that a recovery after
war will take time,

An inquiry ves opened in connectlon with about 100 extremists of the right,
whose centre of activities was at Zurich, The Federal Court has just
orderad a Tirst sroup of 12 defendanty to annear before the Federal Penal
Court, charned vith infrinsing the Federal Council's decree of 5th December,
1938, supnressing acts conirary to public ovder and the institution of
measures to miotect cemocracy.

a

The Yoth voluwae of the Statlstical Yeur Book of the League of Nationg, just
published, shows that the birth rate hag continued to rise sharply during
1942 in Switzerland. The death rate has dropned.

Swiss ecientists, supported by Basle's zreat chemical industry and the
authorities, have recently constituted in Basle the first Swigss Academy of
Medical Science. The young generation all over the world ig in arms and
has little leisure for disinterested art and science. There is a danger that
the rising seneration will show a serlous lack of scholars, that prosress in
selence will have a setback, The new Swigs Academy will make it noseible

for zifted oun: people to congecrate lons years to study and research.
Switgeiland feelg it her duty to create an organisation which will facilitate
the resumption of intellectual exchanses ag soon as peace 1s restored. The
nev Swiss Academy!s Members are not elected for life, but are delegated by
the Swigs Universlties and the medical orofegssion, and hold their seats

only for ei~hi years, Profegsor T#8zelin, from Berne, has been nominated
Presicent for a period of four years, The originator of the project has
emphagized the aimg of the ingtitution and the importance of the scientific
researches Tor our little country.

The militery tribunal IIIA,sitting from September 13th to October Ath, dealt
with 24 defondants who were accused of violating military secrets between
October 1941, ond October 1942. The following judsments were pronounced
against the noincipal accused:s - (1) Marc Zrwin, born 1912, foreigner, to
tventy years hard labour and fifteen years expulsion from Switzerland,

(?) Tuel: Paml, bom in 1896, from Zurich, travelling agent in Zurich, to
twenty years havd labour and ten years loss of civil rirshts,desradation and
expuleion fron the army. (3) Schulthess, born in 1912, from Zurich,
representative in Basle, to trenty years hard labour and ten years loss of
civil richts and exoulsion from the amay., Marther five accused, whereof, one
a fereligner, were condemned to various terms of imprisonment of from ten

to three vears,
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