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15T AUGUST CELEBRATIONS IN TARANAKI,

(Extract from "The Hawcra Starf).

To merk the 552nd anniversary of the Confederation of Switzerland, the Swiss
community on Monday night entertained at a highly successful dance in the Manaia
Town Hall whon visltors from all parts of Taranakl and the Swiss Consul for New
Zoalond, Dr,Schmid ond Mrs. Schmid of Wellington, wore in attendance, The guests
of honour were wclcomed by Rev. Father Breen, My, J,A.G.Cosgrove,chairman of the
Manala Town Board, the Rev, Father Butler and Mr., F,L.Frost,M.P. The stage and
hall were beautifully decorated for the occasion by Mrs, Downey and Miss Downey.

Dr,Schmid thanked the speakerg for thelr welcome and read a cable from the Swiss
Minister in London conveyinz to the Swiss colonlsts in New Zealand heartiest
greetings and appreclation for the work carried on by the Swiss Benevolent Society,
Dr.Schmld explaincd that the society, whose purpose was the furthering of the Swiss
colonists?! interest, socially and economically, in New Zealand, He spoke of the
democratic spirit that was manifosted in this country and said it was no wonder
that the Swlss pcople who had come to settle in New Zealand found a place where
they not only prospcred materially but also found an atmosphere in which they were
very much at home, The Swiss pcople had a lot to be thankful to New Zealand for
such an environment and hospitality and on the other hand they had been doing

their part in helping to develop the country and its agricultural land. They had
ralsed big families and thereby made valuable contributions to the State, It was

a natural aim of the Swliss farmer at home as well as abroad to do his job well
because he liked his attachment to the soll and loved animals. If the Swiss in New
Zealand prescrved and cultivated the democratic spirit and outlook on life which
they had inherited from their Swiss ancestry, they could hardly fail to be recognised
as a valuvable asset to the country.

Dr, Schmid thanked lirs.A.Engleberger (organiser) and Misses Dorecn and Mollie
Sattler (secretaries) and helpers for organising the gathering and the Swiss
people for thelr welcome, :

Music was supplied by an orchestra and Messrs, F,Schuler, L.Schuler, A.Meier and
A. BEngleberger, HMr: R.Bishop was M.C,

SUNDRY NEVS FROM SWITZERLAND,

The report for 1942 (just published] of the Political Department stotes that last
vear sixteen Swiss nationals lost their lives due to aerial action, i.e.,four in i
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