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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

Content: Contributions to Natural History is a publication series of the Natural History
Museum Bern (NMBE). Publications cover the fields of zoology, palaeontology, and geology

(including mineralogy and meteoritics) and should be related to scientific collections
(preferably to those of the NMBE) and/or to research activities of museum scientists. In

zoology, priority is given to contributions on taxonomy and systematics, biodiversity,
morphology, faunistics, biogeography and all other aspects of organismic biology.

Language: Manuscripts may be written in English (preferred), German or French.

Review: Manuscripts will be peer-reviewed in any case by external referees.

Submission of manuscripts: Manuscripts should be sent as Email-attachments (preferred),
on CD, or as three paper copies, including figures and tables, to the managing editor. After
reviewing, authors should send the revised version of the manuscript in MS Word or Word
for Macintosh and as a txt file. Figures should be sent after reviewing as originals or in an
electronic version (tiff or jpg with maximal quality). Resolution must be 300 dpi for colour
and greyscale figures, and 1200 dpi for line and ink drawings. Concerning figures and
tables, authors should pay attention to the print area of 195 x 117 mm (including legends).
Full breadth figures/tables are 117 mm wide with the legend at the base; all others are 85
mm wide with the legend at the side. If sent as originals, indicate magnification or size
reduction of the figures at the backside of each original. For compilation of figures into plates,
the use of a vector graphics editor (like Adobe Illustrator, Adobe InDesign, or Inkscape, but
NOT Adobe Photoshop) is mandatory and figures must be labelled with a 13 pt sans-serif
font (e.g. Arial, Helvetica, or Frutiger). Plates should be saved as PDF or EPS. Tables should
be sent as Excel files (preferred) or as Word files using the tabs function.
Presentation: Manuscripts must be clear and concise in style. Telegraphic style is
recommended for descriptions. Establishment of new taxa must be in accordance with the rulings
of the last edition of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature and authors are
expected to be familiar with the rulings of the Code. Name-bearing types must be deposited

in a museum or in another institutional collection. Nomenciatural authors must be written

in Small Caps, with a comma between author and year of description. Bibliographical
authors are written in normal style and without comma between author and year. Use
for co-authors and "& al." instead of "et al.". Scientific names of genus-, species-, and
subspecies-rank or (in case of citation of names proposed before 1961) of forms and varieties
must be written in italics.

Manuscripts should be organised in the following way (in brackets: optional): Title,
(subtitle), Author(s), Abstract, (Kurzfassung, Résumé), Introduction, Material and Methods,
(Abbreviations), Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, References, Adress(es) of
author(s), (Appendices). Figures, tables and legends should be on separate sheets. In

case of large manuscripts, contents and index can be added. Footnotes should be avoided.
Colour prints are possible in certain cases.

Manuscripts should be typed or printed and be double-spaced throughout (including
legend). Pages must be numbered. References must strictly follow the journal's style.
Do not cite papers as "in prep." or other unpublished manuscripts like diploma theses or
expert opinions, unless these manuscripts are accepted for publication in a scientific journal

("in press"). Examples for citation of literature:

Meyer, A.H., Schmidt, B.R. & Grossenbacher, K. (1989): Analysis of three amphibian
populations with quarter-century long tome series. — Proceedings of the Royal Society of London
B 265: 523-528.

Groh, K. & Poppe, G. (2002): A conchological iconography. Family Acavidae excluding
Ampelita. — 69 pp., 44 plates, Hackenheim.

Seiden, P.A. & Dunlop, j.A. (1998): Fossil taxa and relationships of chelicerates. — In:
Edgecombe, G.D. (ed.), Arthropod fossils and phytogeny, pp. 303-331, New York.

Proofs: Proofs are sent to the authors for correction.



Cover illustration:

Albert Müller (1844-1922). 1874 erster Direktor des Zoologischen Gartens Basel und 1879-1881
erster Konservator für Entomologie am Naturhistorischen Museum Bern. Foto: Jeffray Brothers,
London. Aufname 1865. Bildquelle: Entomologen-Album von Meyer-Dür (Archiv NMBE).
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