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Throughout the 1890s, Laura Marholm played an
influential role in the realm of German-Scandinavian
literary relations as writer, translator, and amateur
expert on the psychology of women. Marholm's literary
career intersects with many of the influential figures of
her age: Georg Brandes, Bjornstjerne Bjornson, Jonas Lie,
Arne Garborg, August Strindberg, Gerhart Hauptmann,
Max Dauthendey, Hermann Bahr, Arthur Schnitzler,
Havelock Ellis and many more. The Life and Writings of
Laura Marholm provides the first complete account of
Marholm's fascinating life story. This study documents
not only Marholm's work as a cultural mediator between
Scandinavia and the German-speaking countries, but in
addition, the evolution of Marholm's controversial ideas
about the psychology of women is traced against the
background of the intellectual history of the times, and
an attempt is made to explain the sudden popularity
Marholm achieved with Das Buch der Frauen in 1895
and her subsequent fall to obscurity.
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